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“Vertigo might describe the experience of 
seeing the images now, because they con- 
front us as familiar but haunting alibis. 
There is something threatening about 
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“Clucking disapprovingly about mass car 
ownership in India or China misses the 
point entirely. At the moment there are 
only 11 private cars for every thousand 
Indians. There are 477 cars for every thou- 
sand Americans.” —Gwynne Dyer, colum- 
nist, on the hypocrisy about Tata Motors’ 
new $2500 Nano. 
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Canada shifts right on Israel 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
t's possible that Canadian foreign policy became the most right-wing in the 
world last week, when Foreign Minister Maxime Bernier refused to say 
whether Canada supported hundreds of new Israeli settlements in East 
Jerusalem. 

Even Condoleeza Rice says new settlements in East Jerusalem are out of the 
question. Rice has also said that all Israeli settlement activity is contrary to 
international law. Even George W Bush called the settlement Bernier was 
asked about—called Har Homa—an obstacle in his otherwise dubious 
‘roadmap’ to peace. The US is now singing from the same song sheet as the 
rest of the world, international law, and the United Nations. It’s unclear if 
Canada is the only one off-key. 

The Toronto Star speculated that perhaps Bernier was simply ill-briefed before his 
press conference in Jerusalem; his refusal twice to answer the Har Homa question 
possibly a result of a rookie minister in a delicate situation. If that’s the case, 
Bernier needs to fire some people. If George W Bush—known for his singular ability 
to butcher the English language during press conferences—can answer the ques- 
tion using a complete sentence, then surely Bemier should have had some talking 
points handy. 

The shift in Canada’s Israel policy dates to Paul Martin’s time as prime min- 
ister when, in 2003, Canada shifted its vote on three UN resolutions. For years, 
Canada had sided with the majority of the international community on three 
annual policy declarations against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, Israel's violence against civilians, and its secret nuclear weapons 
program. But in 2003, Canada took the American side, leaving us all-but iso- 
lated among the international community. It’s not just the yokels in the Con- 
servative party causing us international embarrassment. 

The rest of the world doesn’t really care about Canadian foreign policy. We 
used to matter as a middle power, but nobody really associates us with that 
role anymore. As we've sided with the US on major issues in the Middle East, 
we've become both more and less important to the outside world. We're of 
greater interest as a target—of outrage and potentially violent disruption—but 
we're increasingly useless as a party to meaningful international accords. 
Nebody needs us if we're simply saying the same thing, or something even 
more ludicrous, than the Americans. We've gone from nice guys to nobodies 
on the world’s most important conflict. It'll only change if Canadians ask their 
government to give the issue the attention it deserves. w 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS NOT ALL ‘ELITIST’ 


Mr Acufia posits some very compelling 
arguments for dumping private school 
funding (“Forget About Increases! Why 
are we funding private schools at all?,” 
Dec 20 - Dec 26, 2007). 

The concept of a private school, how- 
ever, is not limited to the stereotype 
that Mr Acufia so aptly reinforces. In a 
society that struggles to become more 
truly pluralistic, private schools can be 
havens for children and youth that don’t 
easily fit in elsewhere. 

Public schools are by no means neu- 
tral spaces where children with all kinds 
of social, religious, linguistic, sexual, cul- 
tural and ethnic identities are equally 
represented. Instead, they are places 
where particular social identities are 
reflected in the norms, values, and even 
in the curriculum, to the exclusion of oth- 
ers. This makes it easier for some kids to 
fit in than others—a fact that leads to 
different rates of school achievement 
across various social groups. 

But it's not youth with marginalized 
social identities who are failing at 
school—it is our schools that are failing 
them. Ideally, we would make our public 
schools places where every kid fits in, 
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where every kid sees their own history 
reflected in the curriculum that they 
learn. Making public schools more inclu- 
sive is no easy task, though. 

The recent experience of the Toronto 
District School Board (TDSB) is a case in 
point. The proposal to create an Africen- 
tric public school—open to all stu- 
dents—within the TDSB was met with 
fierce criticism and the TDSB is now 
waiting on a report from staff working 
group assigned to look into the proposal. 

Public schools are vital to a truly dem- 
ocratic society, and | echo Mr Acuna’s call 
for increased funding for public schools. 
But until public schools can be more 
inclusive, private schools must remain a 
viable alternative, and that means granti- 
ng public funds for their management. 

And while there may be a good many 
“elitist” private schools, there are also a 
number of private schools that use their 
ability to more closely guide the learning 
environment to ensure that students with 
marginalized identities can be successful. 


ERIN KREKOSKI 
THANKS FROM A MOM 


| just want to be able to thank Jeremy 
Derksen for the write-up he did on the 
Revelstoke Mountain Resort (“Revel- 
stoke is a backcountry mountain with 
lifts,” Jan 10 - Jan 16, 2008), which 
included a small blurb about my son, Tal 
Hofstra. | loved how Jeremy experi- 
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enced the beauty of the run Jalapeno 
and was able to put it into words. My 
other son and | were taken up to were 
they found Tal, the day after and now | 
know why he skiied such rugged terri- 
an—there is just nothing like it. 

My son was a very experienced skier 
and not a reckless one. Thank you also for 
Not pretending to know what happened to 
him—we as his family appreciate that. 
He did not ski into a tree well, he was not 
found Christmas morning, it was not his 
last run of the day, he did not grow up on 
a dairy farm just outside of New Sarepta 
and he was not teaching at Rabbit hill 
this year. So, as his mom, | would truly 
like to thank you for sticking to the facts 
that you know, it is greatly appreciated. 


CAROL OLSON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 - 
108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by emai! 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


Due to an editing error, last week's 
Queermonton column incorrectly listed 
Tamara Gorzalka as the author. The col- 
umn was in fact written by Ted Kerr. 


Tar sands companies flunk 


environment: 


SAMANTHA POWER / samantha@vueweokly.com 
Thile there's no shortage of voices 
}\ [critical of the environmental impact 
\ of the tar sands of northern Alberta, 
few groups have dissected just how govern- 
ment and industry have failed to manage the 
ecological impacts of tar sands operations over 

the past 40 years. 

But a new report co-authored by researchers 
at the Pembina Institute and the World Wildlife 
Fund Canada, Under-Mining the Environment: 
The Oil Sands Report Card, changes that, hand- 
ing out scores to tar sands operations on 20 
different environmental indicators—ranging 
from having a third-party environmental man- 
agement system in place to levels of actual 
emissions—in five categories. 

Ten corporations with current mining opera- 
tions or approved proposals were surveyed and 
asked to outline their performance in enviror- 
mental management, land impacts, air pollu- 
tion, water use and greenhouse gas 
management. The authors then filled in gaps 
from publicly available information before 
arriving at scores representing each project's 
percentage out of the possible total for all 
questions. The results, says Dan Woynillowicz 
of the Pembina Institute, were far from stellar. 

“We found only one mining operation came 
close to a passing grade,” he says, pointing to 
the existing operations of the Albian Sands 
Muskeg River Mine, which squeaked by with a 
score of 56 per cent. A planned expansion for 
the Muskeg River Mine, however, received a 
score of just 26 per cent. 

The average grade was just 33 per cent, with 
Syncrude and the proposed Synenco Northern 
Lights mine bringing up the rear, tied with 
Scores of just 18 per cent. 

Woynillowicz explains that a passing grade 
would have included intensity-specific green- 
house gas emissions reductions, preventing 
nitrogen oxides and sulphur dioxide outputs, 
public calls for the creation of protected sites in 
Alberta's Boreal forest and a plan for reduced 
water intake from the Athabasca river—a 
measure for which all corporations received a 
failing grade. 

“There is substantial concern over the 
already-large environmental footprint,” adds 
Rob Powell, of WWF-Canada. “The [tar sands] 
project is already consuming two Calgarys 
worth of water.” 


BUT ALBERTA ENVIRONMENT spokesperson Jim 
Law believes the government is keeping pace 
with development. 

“There is always room for improvement,” 
Law admits, “but what people forget is there is 
already an incredible amount of on-the-ground 
legislation to protect land, air and water during 
developments.” 

Law says the recent creation of an oil sands 
environmental management department will 
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make specific improvements to the environ- 
mental management of the area. 

“We are serious about getting it right,” he 
insists. 

But Powell counters that the environmental 
impacts on the area may already be too great, 
citing the example of wetlands—an ecosystem 
which takes thousands of years to develop— 
which are drained as overburden in mining 
Operations. 

“They're not something you can simply put 
back,” he says. 

Powell believes toxic tailings ponds will prove 
especially difficult. “They're a physical and 
chemical barrier to establishing any kind of 
reclamation, let alone a habitat [to once again 
support the wildlife) that lives there.” 

Reclamation of land, often cited as a solu- 
tion to the destruction of natural ecosystems, 
received a particularly poor review—in fact, the 
report points out that no sites have been certi- 
fied by the province as reclaimed. 

According to Law, however, that’s simply 
because the government is being cautious in 
approving reclaimed land. 

“We want to take a cautious approach so as 
not to set a precedent. Walking through an 
area of active reclamation you would probably 
say, ‘This looks great.’ But in terms of having 
issued a certificate we may be waiting for 
results on an adjacent area.” 


BUT WITH CURRENT OUTPUT topping one mil- 


lion barrels a day, and proposals on the table 
which would mean a five-fold increase in pro- 
duction, Powell says it’s time to look seriously 
at placing limits on the overall footprint of the 
tar sands. 

“We can't allow this to become larger than it 
already is,” he insists. 

The report looked at the voluntary environ- 
mental standards, as well as legal compliance 
with environmental regulations. For all compa- 
nies receiving a failing grade, the report points 
to an over-dependence on voluntary self-regu- 
lation. The report's major recommendation is 
an increase in regulation and monitoring by 
the provincial government. 

“The survey demonstrates a need for govern- 
ment to protect the public interest by providing 
the right regulations and incentives to ensure 
impacts on the environment are minimized,” the 
report states, calling for the government to stan- 
dardize environmental reporting and create 
mandatory regulatory approvals. 

“Government must establish limits to curb 
impacts on fresh water, the global atmosphere, 
wildlife and public health,” Powell contends. 
“Companies must demonstrate how they oper- 
ate within the limits of communities.” 
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more oil for war’ to US 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

There are few things we progressive Albertans 
enjoy more than the opportunity to take a holier- 
than-thou attitude towards the United States. 

Take, for example, how smugly we like to criticize 
the US media for refusing to publicly acknowledge 
the quest for oil as one of the major reasons for the 
US invasion and occupation Iraq. Likewise, we are 
quick to judge the people of the US for the degree to 
which the question of war for oil is absent from pub- 
lic dialogue and discussions, and does not register at 
all on political platforms during elections. 

The sad reality, however, is that this smugness 
and criticism are misplaced. How much media cov- 
erage and public discussion have we seen in this 
province about our role in the war, or the fact that 
we are benefitting from it? Ultimately, we are doing 
no better than our neighbours to the south in 
addressing or even acknowledging these truths 
And they are truths. 

In 2002, the Project for a New American Century 
(an ultra-right US think-tank which boasts the likes 
of Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, and Paul Wol- 
fowitz among its members) formed the Committee 
for the Liberation of Iraq. Even a cursory look at this 
committee's terms of reference is enough to show 
that it could more aptly be named the Committee 
for the Liberation of Iraq's Oil. 

Their idea, which was actually formulated before 
the 9/11 attacks, was simple: the US invades Iraq 
and topples Saddam Hussein; the US government 
then hands Iraq‘s oil fields and infrastructure over to 
the likes of ExxonMobil, Chevron and Total; the US 
gets a secure supply of oil; the growing US demand 
for oil is sated; and the companies involved make a 
healthy profit. This was the idea upon which the US 
government based their invasion of Iraq. 

Unfortunately, the Iraqis had other ideas. Their 
continued resistance to the US invasion, and their 
ongoing targeting of the country’s oil infrastructure, 
have made the big US oil companies reluctant to 
put their personnel on the ground and carry out 
their part of the plan. 


IN THE MEANTIME, as a result of ever-increasing 
demand, shrinking supply, and the failure of Iraqi 
oil to come online, the world price of oil has con- 
tinued to go through the roof. It was this sus- 
tained increase in price that helped the oil 
companies realize that they were overlooking 
another potential source of ‘new’ oil—one that 
had a reserve of over a trillion barrels, was 
already under US control, and which would be 
given to them for next to nothing. 

Thus was born Alberta’s new oil boom. It was 
not the result of anything we in Alberta did, but 
rather the result of disrupted access to cheap oil 
which jacked up world prices making our tar sands, 
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which the US has unfettered access to through 
NAFTA, viable and profitable Imagine how much 
better we will do if the US proceeds with plans to 
invade Iran, further disrupting world oil supplies 

But there is also another, perhaps more disturbing, 
aspect to our complicity in the occupation of Iraq 

The United States military is the largest single 
consumer of oil in the world. According to the US 
Defense Energy Support Center Fact Book 2004. in 
fiscal year 2004 US military fuel consumption 
increased to 144 million barrels. This amount trans- 
lates to about 395 000 barrels per day, almost as 
much ag the daily energy consumption of Greece 

The Department of Defense now has about 
27 000 vehicles in l|raq—and every one of them 
gets lousy gas mileage. To power that fleet the 
Defense Logistics Agency must move huge quanti- 
ties of fuel into the country in truck convoys from 
Kuwait, Turkey, and Jordan. Every day some 2000 
trucks leave Kuwait alone for various locales in 
Iraq. These convoys have, in turn, become a 
favourite target of the Iraqi resistance 

The US has no choice but to continue fortifying its 
vehicles with armour and pumping imported fuel into 
for example, the Bradley fighting vehicle which gets 
less than two miles per gallon and the M1 Abrams 
tank which gets less than one’ mile per gallon 


IT'S A VICIOUS CYCLE: attacks‘on convoys produce 


a need for more armour, which produces a need for 
more fuel, which produces larger convoys, which 
produce more targets for attack. 

The result is that the amount of fuel being con- 
sumed by US forces in Iraq is increasing every day, 
with no end in sight to these increases 

As such, both the current US energy strategy and 
the US defence strategy both explicitly prioritize the 
availability of oil for the military over its availability 
for consumers at home. 

As the single largest supplier of oil to the US, 
this is where Alberta's tar sands come in. We are 
currently shipping some 750 000 barrels per day 
south of the border—it would be incredibly naive to 
think that this is not helping to fuel the killing of 
Iraqis by the US military. The bottom line is that the 
US is a self-destructive sociopathic addict, and we 
in Alberta are its dealer and pusher. 

Even though we may be reluctant to admit it, the 
reality, because of what is fuelling our growth and 
what our tar sands are fuelling, is that there is blood 
on our boom. And unless Albertans acknowledge this 
publicly and loudly, and make it an issue, it will only 
get worse. It’s time to stop enabling, and it’s time for 
Albertans to say, “No more oil for war.” w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of the Parkland 


Institute, a non-partisan public poliey research 
institute housed at the University of Alberta 
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| Omega-3s show promise for disorders 


= WELL, WELL, WELL 
bealth@vueweekty com 


Last week | promised more on treatment 
options for the wild child, the teen on 
the run (the bipolar CEO in the making?), 
so here itis. 

We have, of course, pharmaceutical 
options for dealing with full-blown bipo- 
lar disorder, and as bipolar can be dan- 
gerous, changing a treatment plan 
should be done only under medical 
supervision, but for those looking for 
root causes and non-pharmaceutical 
approaches to early warning signs of 
any kind of faltering brain chemistry— 
anxiety, low-grade depression, attention 
or behaviour problems—here are some 
facts to mull over. 

it may seem too good to be true, but 
Harvard researcher Dr Andrew Stoll 
found that omega-3s normalize brain 
activity during the manic phases of bipo- 
lar much like lithium and other meds do. 
This is huge, and given the level of 
attention the over-medicating of chil- 
dren has received, | can’t believe we 
haven't heard more about it. 

A humble nutrient to solve problems 
of brain chemistry? It’s not obvious at 
first glance, doesn't involve bleeding 
gums or anything, but according to Stoll, 
our epidemic of behaviour and mood 
disorders does involve omega-3 hungry 
brain cells, and has strong parallels to 
scurvy stories of the past. 


What happens with a diet rich in 
omega-3s is that brain membranes 
become more receptive to neurotrans- 
missions. Our diets have historically 
been rich in omega-3s, offering them in 
about equal amounts as omega-6s, but 
since our consumption of omega-6s has 
increased while our consumption of 
omega-3s has dramatically decreased, 
our diets now tend to an imbalance in 
favour of the inflammatory omega 6s— 
an imbalance which has been implicat- 
ed in heart disease and arthritis, and 
now also in our epidemic of depression 
and other brain disorders. 

Not surprisingly, increased incidence 
in disorders of brain chemistry corre- 
lates with the progressive depletion of 
omega-3s from the western diet. 


THE CULPRIT behind our omega-3 defi- 
cient diets (often deficient despite the 
glut of omega-3-enriched products now 
on store shelves) is modern farming— 
omega-3s originate in the leaves of 
green plants and in algae, which makes 
grass-fed beef and fish high in omega-3s, 
and the grain-fed products we're eating 
high only in the inflammatory omega-6s. 
Our love of processed and hydrogenat- 
ed vegetable oils compounds the defi- 
ciency, as omega-3s are destroyed in 
processing. Omega-6 dominant, omega-3 
deficient food sources go beyond grain 
fed meats and dairy products—corn, 
sunflower and safflower oils, margarine, 
vegetable shortening, and soy oil, which 
is used in baking and fast food and crack- 
ers and almost everything on grocery 
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store shelves, are all deficient. 

So unless we're dining on fatty fish 
and organic, free-range, grass-fed meats 
and unless we're going to the trouble of 
avoiding the ubiquitous omega-6 rich 
processed foods and oils—or supple- 
menting with omega-3s—our brains are 
probably hungry for omega-3s. And if 
we're inflamed, and have high choles- 
terol or high blood pressure, and are 
prone to irregular heartbeats, or anxiety, 
or depression, or bipolar, or any number 
of rooted-in-brain chemistry disorders, 
that deficiency may well be the root of 
our symptoms. 

Or Stoll’s research with high-EPA 
omega-3 supplements (and other 
research using omega-3s along with 
vitamins and minerals) has shown sig- 
nificant improvements with all kinds of 
brain chemistry disorders ranging from 
depression, schizophrenia and attention 
deficit disorder to oppositional defiance 
disorder, while those given placebos 
show an increase in troubling behaviour. 

Add to that the less-than-stellar per- 
formance and safety records of psy- 
chotropic medications—analyses of 
unpublished antidepressant studies 
sponsored by pharmaceutical companies 
that have concluded meds did no better 
than placeboes in the majority of trials— 
therapeutic doses of omega-3s sound 
like a good plan for what ails our brains. 

Pharmaceutical voices will caution us 
to steer clear of “unproven” and flakey 
nutritional supplement approaches of 
course, but I'm excited about the possi- 
bilities here. w 
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CJSR in turmoil over firing 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
dispute surrounding CJSR’s 
program manager position 
has thrust Edmonton’s cam- 

pus and community radio station 

into turmoil. 

One volunteer Dj has cancelled her 
show. Facebook groups and messages 
have popped up on both sides. All 
involved hope the confusion, innuen- 
do and gossip around the station can 
be put to rest at a Jan 22 open meeting 
of the board of directors. 

The controversy began when 
Daryl Richel, program manager since 
1997, did not have his contract 
renewed. An active volunteer at CJSR 
since 1984, Richel had been on leave 
for much of 2007, as his six-year-old 
son was diagnosed with cancer and 
eventually died after a prolonged 
battle with the disease. 

CJSR staff are hired on three-year 
contracts, and incumbents must 
reapply for their jobs at the end of 
each cycle. Just before the Christmas 
break Richel discovered that FACRA 
(First Alberta Campus Radio Associa- 
tion)—the volunteer board that gov- 
erns CJSR—had chosen someone 
else for the position. 

FACRA board president Craig 
Elliott, responding to Vue via email, 
said that’s where the story ends. 

“In an era of reality television and 
instantaneously uploaded videos to 
the internet, some people have come 
to believe that they are entitled to 
know the minutiae of other people's 
private lives,” Elliot’s reply read. “Such 
beliefs are mistaken. It is not my place 
to reveal the details of a confidential 
CJSR human resources matter.” 

But what was an internal person- 
nel matter is now quite public. 
Richel’s supporters have gathered at 
two meetings to discuss strategies 
for redress. The first meeting attract- 
ed 60 people, the second 35. 

Volunteers say the dispute has 
started to take its toll on the CJSR 
community, which Mark Cherrington, 
producer of the CJSR show Youth 
Menace, describes as “a family.” 

“When you walk into the station on 
any given day you feel a sense of 
empathy ... you are brushing shoul- 
ders with people who care and have a 
passion for social justice, human 
rights, the environment ... [so] this 
decision was very jarring and sudden.” 

Many volunteers, said Cherrington, 
were alarmed at the decision not to 
re-hire Richel, who Cherrington char- 
acterizes as having an “impeccable” 
record of service. But, he said, what 
transpired next upset many more. 


ONE OF THE concerned volunteers 
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2 CJSR 


asked Richel for CJSR’s membership 
list. The volunteer wanted to contact 
members and gather support for 
Richel’s case. Richel, who was still 
program manager at the time, pro- 
vided the volunteer with the list. 
CJSR’s board deemed his actions a 
breach of privacy policy and immedi- 
ately terminated him—with less than 
two weeks remaining on his con- 
tract—and also terminated his long- 
running travel show, Radio Outpost. 

Richel said there is no specific 
bylaw or policy governing internal 
distribution of volunteer contact 
information. Vue could not find evi- 
dence of such a policy in CJSR’s gov- 
ernance documents, which have 
been posted on the station’s website 
and representatives of C)SR refused 
to answer Vue's query. 

“If Daryl Richel or his appointed 
representative were to contact us 
with this question, we would be 
pleased to respond to them directly,” 
wrote Craig Elliot in an email. “We 
are not at liberty to discuss it with 
any other party. No matter how fer- 
vent anyone else's feelings to the 
contrary, frankly put, it is none of 
their business ... .” 

Those who support the CJSR board 
decision say they've had to remain 
quiet because the matter is internal. 

Labour lawyer Linda Huebscher, 
legal representative for CUPE Alber- 
ta, said short-term contracts like the 
ones used at CJSR are rare in union- 
ized workplaces, for a reason. 

“Usually, unions don’t stand for 
this short-term stuff. It absolves the 
employer of too many of its legal 
responsibilities. So generally [a 
union’s] attitude is, just cut the crap 
and hire the person on permanent 
contract,” Huebscher said. 

"The idea of these three-year con- 
tracts, is your contract ended, so the 
employer can just say, ‘See ya and 
have a nice life.’ That’s doing an 
end-run around normal expecta- 
tions, which is severance for the 
years served ... especially for a man- 
ager position. 

“Under the employment standards 
law, employers can fire someone with 
just cause and they aren’t required to 
pay severance,” Huebscher continued 
“But the law also says that if the 
employer simply decides they want a 
change, and there's nothing that the 
original manager did to warrant sum- 
mary dismissal, then you can do that, 
but you should pay something to have 

them walk out the door.” 7 


the Nano, Tata Motors’ 
{ for the Indian middle 
ess, although very old. 


itroen 2CV in the 1950s, 
ownership first came to 
“How do you double the value of a 
“Fill the tank.” "How many engi- 
it take to make a Nano?” “Two. 
Ine to fold and one to apply the glue.” But 
Fever funny at all. 
The story in the Western media 
in by marvelling that Tata has man- 
aged to build a car that will sell for only 
100 000 rupees (US$ 2500). Everybody 
agrees that it's “cute,” and it will take 
five people provided they don’t all inhale 
at the same time. It has no radio, no air 
conditioning, and only one big windshield 
wiper, but such economies mean that it 
really is within reach of tens of millions 
of Indians who could only afford a scooter 
up to now. And that is where the 
hypocrisy kicked in. 

What will become of us when all those 
indians start driving around in cars? 
There's over a billion of them, and the 
world just can’t take any more emissions. 
{t's not the “People’s Car,” as Tata bills it, 
but rather the “People’s Polluter,” moaned 
Canada’s National Post. “A few dozen mil- 
lion new cars pumping out pollution in a 
state of semi-permanent gridlock is hardly 
what the Kyoto Protocol had in mind.” 


FIND OUT MORE! 

Free SAIT Program Advising 

Thursday, January 24, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. et 
Calgary Connection, 10304 Jasper Avenue (Melton Building) 
Telephone: 780.408.4821 
No appointment necessary. 


But hang on a minute. Aren't there 
more than a dozen million cars in Canada 
already, even though it only has one-thir- 
tieth of India’s population? Aren't they on 
average twice the size of the Nano (or, in 
the case of the larger SUVs, five times 
the size)? Does the phrase “double stan- 
dard” come to mind? 

“India’s vehicles spewed 219 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmos- 
phere in 2005,” fretted The Guardian in 


_ London. “Experts say that figure will jump 


almost sevenfold to 1470 million tonnes 
by 2035 if car travel remains unchecked.” 
And the Washington Post wrote: “If mil- 
lions of Indians and Chinese get to have 
their own cars, the planet is doomed. 
Suddenly, the cute little Nano starts to 
look a lot less winning.” But practically 
every family in the United States and 
Britain already has its own car (or two). 
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PATHSGIVESEDMONTON 
MORECHOICE. 


As a leader in hands on learning, SAIT invites you to experience the nearly 
limitless opportunities available to our graduates. SAIT’s skills-based 
learning takes you where to want to go. One hundred and one in-demand 


careers available. Apply today for fall 2008. 


DON'T THEY REALIZE how ugly it 
sounds? Don’t they understand that 
everybody on the planet has an equal 
right to own a car, if they can afford it? If 
the total number of people who can 
afford cars exceeds the number of cars 
that the planet can tolerate, then we will 
just have to work out a rationing system 
that everybody finds fair, or live with the 
consequences of exceeding the limits. 

“Contraction and convergence” is the 
phrase they need to learn. It was coined 
almost 20 years ago by South African- 
born activist Aubrey Meyer, founder of 
the Global Commons Institute, and it is 
still the only plausible way that we might 
get global agreement on curbing green- 
house gas emissions worldwide. 

The notion is simply that we must agree 
on a figure for total global emissions that 
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cannot be exceeded, rather as we set fish- 
ing quotas in order to preserve fish stacks 
Then we divide that amount by six anda 
half billion (the total population of the 
planet), and that gives us the per capita 
emission limit for everyone on Earth 

Of course, some people (in the devel- 
oped countries, mostly) are currently emit- 
ting 10 or 20 times as much as other 
people (mainly in the developing coun- 
tries), but eventually that will have to stop. 
The big emitters will gradually have to 
“contract” their per capita emissions, 
while the poor countries may continue to 
grow theirs, until at an agreed date some 
decades in the future the two groups “con- 
verge” at the same level of per capita 
emissions. And that level, by prior agree- 
ment, will be low enough that global emis- 
sions remain below the danger point 

If you don’t like that idea, then you can 
go with the alternative: a free-for-all world 
in which everybody moves towards the 
level of per capita emissions that now pre- 


vails in the developed countries. No nego: 
tlations or treaties required: it will happen 
of its own accord. So will runaway climate 
change, with average global temperatures 
as much as six degrees Celcius higher by 
the end of the century. That means a 
future of famine, war and mass death 

Clucking disapprovingly about mass car 
ownership in India or China misses the 
point entirely. At the moment there are only 
11 private cars for every thousand Indians 
There are 477 cars for every thousand 
Americans. By mid-century, there will have 
to be the same number of cars per thou- 
sand people for both Indians and Ameri- 
cans—and that number will have to be a 
lot lower than 477, unless somebody comes 
up with cars that emit no greenhouse gases 
at all. Otherwise, everybody loses. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly 
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‘We're all familiar with Wii Shoulder, but what about Mario Balls? 


Another January, another round of wiinjury 
stories. We went through this last year, 
and the sensational post-holiday reports on 
what a hellscape of shattered televisions 
and bloodied noses Nintendo's fling-and- 
flail game console had made of the world's 
living rooms spurred the liability-averse 
manufacturer to issue tougher wrist-straps, 
cushy silicone controller-condoms and 
more strident pregame warning screens. 
Still, there it is in the Sun, right up on page 
three: Wii's flooding emergency rooms with 
fucked-up shoulders and elbows, the casu- 
alties of avervigorous bowling. 

It's unfair—unfair to focus on Wii, 
because videogames have a/ways been 
dangerous. Remember “Pac-Man Elbow”, 
“Atari Thumb,” “Nintendo Wrist?” These 
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Ss DAVE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebox@weweekly.com 


So, did you miss In The Box last week? 
Gawd, we hope so. If not, keep it to your- 
self. TB and Dave tell the editor about the 
throngs of loyal (but oddly silent) readers 
who follow the Oilers—and read Vue 
Weekly. You know, Renaissance types. 
What did we miss? A four-game winning 
streak (beating the Rangers, Islanders, 
Coyotes and—drum roll—Flames) at 
home with just one loss (to the LA Kings). 
The Flames-beating bit was good enough. 
The name's Box. In The Box. 


007—LICENCE TO BE KILLED The year 
2008 is upon us and this one is starting 
out pretty flippin’ good. 2007, however, 
was awtul. The team’s record for that cal- 
endar year (the ass end of last season 
and the beginning of this one) was 30-45- 
9. One year ago (on Jan 2, 2007 in fact) 
the franchise marked its 1000th regular 
season win. The milestone was reached 
after 2114 regular season games making 
our Oilers the third fastest team to hit 
# 1000. Considering the team’s success 
rate since reaching win # 1000, it would 
take the team 33 more seasons or at 
least 2460 games to get te # 2000. That 
s, if | did the math right. Abacus skills or 
not, it would take a lot longer. DY 


THE WORLDS ARE NOT ENOUGH? Con- 
grats to Canada’s junior team, who two 
s ago won the gold for the fourth 
consecutive year. This year's team was 
younger, having only one returning mem- 
ber from last year's squad, and faced a 
fair amount of adversity throughout the 
tourney. But the boys pulled off the gold- 
medal win in overtime, making everything 
all right in the hockey universe. Next 
year's team should be formidable as well 
with 10 players eligible to return— 
including the probable 2009 first-overall 
draft pick John Tavares, who had a great 
tournament. And in case you missed it, 
Team Ontario won the Under-17 World 
Championships with a 3-0 win over the 
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are the famous game ailments meant to 
scare parents into hauling their precious 
darlings away from the devil box and its 
scary new diseases and into the outdoors; 
medical science at least has established 
treatment protocols for Swing Knee and 
Monkeybar Noggin’. The problem, though, 
goes much deeper than what the main- 
stream media and its affliction-du-jour 
reporting would have you believe. Sure, 
you're properly scared of Wii Shoulder ... 
but could your children (sons, specifically) 
be at risk for Mario Balls? 

Unlike most game traumas, Mario Balls 
is a social disease—fitting, because 
videogames are very much a social medi- 
um. One of the oldest—and to my mind still 
the best, despite the risks—methods of 
social game enjoyment is simply working 
through a single-player game together, 
passing the controller to the next guy when 
you die. Named in honour of one of gam- 
ing's most deadly-plunge-prone protago- 
nists, Mario Balls occurs when the 


not stirred 


US. Third and fourth places went to Team 
West and Team Pacific respectively (both 
Canadian teams), which bodes well for 
the future of the Canadian junior team. 1B 


THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS One highlight of 
the recent Oiler win streak has definitely 
been the play of Ales Hemsky. While the 
Oiler first line has also been hot (with 
Shawn Horcoff and Dustin Penner round- 
ing out what's become an effective line) 
Hemsky has been great. The Czech is 
shooting more, starting to find even more 
ways to distribute the puck and seems to 
have far less of those “meh, I'll try harder 
next shift" shifts. But he has also proven 
that he is tough. He takes hits and 
bounces back. This was especially appar- 
ent in the Calgary game as both Dion 
Phaneuf and designated Hemsky-hitter 
Robyn Regehr went after the Oiler play- 
maker. But instead of taking Hemsky off 
of his game, the hits and crunches 
seemed to energize Hemmer and give him 
far more purpose and drive. Find a replay 
of Hemsky’s goal on Jan 13 against Cal- 
gary. There was definitely defiance in the 
moves that got him to the net and the 
dramatic way he shoved the entire net 
aside after scoring. That was Hemsky 
showing the Calgary ruffians that they 
can hit him. He'll hit back by scoring. He 
plays that dangerous kind of game; he 
holds the puck long enough to let d-men 
set up the crosshairs and he skates head- 
long into corners or toward opposing 
players. This style of play proves Ales is 
no chickenshit but has already resulted in 
several missed games with bruises and 
bumps. It’s high risk / high gain hockey. DY 


A VIEW TO A (PENALTY) KILL The Oilers 
penalty kill has been decent all season and 
is currently hanging around eighth in the 
league. Not overly surprising, as they've 
been pretty good at that for the last couple 
of years. What's got me excited is the 
recent rash of scoring success when up a 
man. It wasn't that long ago that the Oil's 
powerplay was hovering around the five 
per cent mark hitting last place in the 
league by a mile. But they can now boast 
the 28th best powerplay in the league. 
Nowhere to go but up, as they say. TB 


time-honoured rituals of controller-passing 
become tragically contaminated with that 
other great tradition of gaming: hurling the 
controller in frustration. Mario Balls can 
strike any lap, any time, with no more warn- 
ing than a split-second “FUCK!!” Is your son 
protected, perhaps by a bag of chips or one 
of the thicker strategy guides? Better make 
him wear a cup, just to be sure. 


1AM A MARIO BALLS SURVIVOR. My own 
experience with this terrible disease, 
whose acute phase lasts mere minutes but 
whose scars might last a lifetime, came last 
Sunday after the Oilers game. My buddies 
and | were, you know, pretty pumped after a 
big Battle of Alberta win, sitting around 
Honest Murs and trying to figure out what 
we were going to do with the yet-young 
night. The figuring didn’t take long. In fact, 
it took only a single moment of serious eye- 
of-the-tiger eye contact and two simple 
words: “More stars.” Super Mario Galaxy 
was waiting for us. Glowing with star-fever 
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(a pernicious syndrome in its own right), we 
tumbled out into the cold night, eager for 
adventure; little did | know that my own 
personal adventure would include having a 
wiimote whipped at my nuts. 

There is a powerful impulse toward 
nannyish activism, a desire to prevent 
others from going through what | went 
through by working to have the obvious 
contributing factors banned or modified 
into innocuity. Sure, maybe if my pal had 
worn his wrist strap as Nintendo advises, 
or if we had played a less motherfucking 
crazy nerve-jangler of a game, or if the 
Wiimote was redesigned into a less- 
flingable form—perhaps some kind of 
powerful glove?—then I'd have been 
spared those agonizing moments of gut- 
cramping nausea. But I'm a veteran 
gamer; | survived a terrifying battle with 
Defender Knuckle before it even had a 
name. | knew the risks, | know I'll run 
them again, and I'd never want to deprive 
the next generation of the thrill of running 
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risks and winning—or of the humility that 
comes when the dangers of the hobby 
remind you of your limitations. Pass-the- 
paddle gaming is our heritage, testicle 
trauma and all. 

In fact, even as the consuming throb of 
Mario Balls was ebbing into a dull ache, | 
was planning the next big session— 
Grand Theft Auto IV, latest and greatest 
in the nonpareil buddies-on-a-couch 
series, will be dropping soon (we hope) 
and we've got to get something special 
going. We're talking taking a weeklong 
vacation on the couch in front of one 
friend's new mega-screen HDTY, flying in 
old cronies from out of town, maybe get- 
ting catering and a keg. And we'll nurse 
our ofd wounds—our Karate Champ 
Carpal Tunnel, our Tetris Retina—anq 
laugh in the joy an terror of it all, our lives 
spiced with the knowledge that any one 
of us might be one cheap, bullshit death 
away from 30 or 40 seconds of life 
changing discomfort. w 
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A quickly growing number of hip, successful, enlightened 
home buyers are opting out of 'BIG' and into ‘compact’ for 
all sorts of good reasons: "We'd rather put our money into 
living our dream than being slaves to a mega-mortgage"; "| 
just lock my condo door and take off on vacation, security's 
barely an issue"; “Our condo consumes much less energy 
which is better for the planet and saves us a bundle”; "With 
a house, we couldn't have afforded all these upgrades"; 
"Instead of filling endless rooms with mediocre furniture we 
were able to buy quality"; "It's way easier to clean!” Come 
see why SMALL IS THE NEW BIG. 
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Exotic fruits take you outside the norm 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@veeweekly.com 

: Jou stand there frozen, staring, 
fearful and not quite sure how 
to approach it, let alone what it 

might taste like or what you might do 

with it. Who knew a trip to your 

supermarket’s fruit section could be 

such a mystifying experience? 

Nowadays there are so many lus- 
cious and unusual looking fruits, it’s 
understandable that the average 
shopper might be a bit trepidacious. 
We'd love to pick up that striking 
bright orange spiky looking thing, but 
don’t have a clue what we'd do with 
it. So we move on, and grab a com- 
fortable orange instead. 

No longer, | say! It’s time to get 
confident in your fruit-purchasing 
abilities. So, sit back and allow Dish 
to introduce you to the wonderful 
world of juicy, tropical and refreshing 
fruits you may not have known exist- 
ed. From star fruit to persimmons to 
pomegranates, each has its own 
delightful taste and use—and, with 
the new year firmly upon us, there’s 
never been a better time to get exotic 


PLANTAINS 

(APPROX $1.99/L8) 

Plantains look just like bananas, but 
bigger. They can be used at all stages 
of ripening, from green to black, and 
like bananas, they get sweeter as they 
ripen. They can also be cooked up any 
way you like them: pan fried, deep 
fried, chopped, cooked, boiled, grilled 
or baked. Hispanic and Caribbean cul- 


tures use them like potatoes, either 
frying them or boiling them in stews. 


=| EXOTIC FRUIT 


When green, try using the plantain as 
a vegetable side dish—cook it, mash it or 
add it to soup. If you're going to do this, 
though, be sure to soak the peeled plan- 
tain in salted water and drain well before 
using it when it’s green. Plantains are 
most tasty when they are yellow—slice 
thin, sprinkle some salt and fry them up 
to create a unique addition to any plate. 
Black plantains are soft and’sweet and 
are best served with dessert. Try blend- 
ing them up as a milkshake or adding 
them to a dessert. Like bananas, they're 
also a great source of potassium. 
STAR FRUIT 
(APPROX $2.99/FRUIT) 
One look at the five distinct, length- 
wise ridges of this fruit and it’s clear 
where it got its name. The fruit is 
shaped just like a star and has a thin, 
green-yellow, waxy skin. Its texture is 
like an apple and it’s juicy like a pear, 
creating a sweet yet slightly tart com- 
bination that adds contrast to dishes. 

Crisp and refreshing, the star fruit 
can be used in fruit tarts, salads or 
blended into tropical drinks. Jazz up 
your dish by cutting the fruit cross- 
wise into quarter-inch pieces to make 
star shapes. There’s no need to peel 
them—they're good to go as is, and 
are an excellent source of fiber and 
vitamins A and C. Star fruit can also 
be eaten on its own—simply slice the 
fruit across its equator and dig in. 
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HORNED MELON 
(APPROX $3.99/18) 


The horned melon, alsc known as the 
kiwano, is a deliciously eye-catching 
fruit, bright orange in colour with 
spikes and swirls of darker orange cir- 
cling the fruit’s outer shell. Although it 
tastes great, the horned melon is 
grown in many countries as an orna- 


mental fruit due to its incredible . 


appearance and long shelf life when 
stored at room temperature. If you're 
not too keen on eating them, a bunch 
of horned melons make a unique, 
visually enticing centerpiece. 

Horned melons taste like a mix of 
cucumber and kiwi, and are packed 
inside with a soft and succulent bright 
green flesh and hundreds of white 
seeds. Once peeled, they can be tossed 
in fresh fruit salads, served as a gar- 
nish with roasted meats or simply 
eaten alone (sprinkling sugar on them 
really brings out their flavour). The 
shell of a horned melon can be used as 
unique serving bowls for sorbets, 
soups and desserts. Be careful who 
you're serving, though: this strange 
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fruit is known to have potent aphro- 
disiac qualities. It is, after all, horny. 


PAPAYA 
(APPROX $4.99/FRUIT) 


The papaya, known as the “fruit of the 
angels” by Christopher Columbus, is a 


“real tropical treat. Its skin turns from 


green to yellow to yellow-orange and 
the fruit goes soft when it's ripe. The 
papaya is sweet to taste and has a 
creamy texture similar to that of a 
ripened avocado. 

Papaya’s can be used in a variety of 
ways: in salsa, to tenderize meat, in 
smoothies or served with a scoop of 
your favourite sorbet or ice cream. 
Papaya seeds, which are peppery and 
somewhat bitter, can be pureed and 
used in marinades or salad dressing. 
Try adding a slice of lemon or lime to a 
papaya half to enhance the creamy 
Papaya flavour. 

The papaya not only tastes great— 
it's healthy for you, too. The fruit is 
high in both antioxidants and folic 
acid and is a great source of vitamins 


JAU 


~ POMEGRANATE 

(APPROX $2.99/FRUIT) 
Unlike most other fruits, with the pome 
granate, it’s the seeds you're after 
Pomegranates are round and reddish 
gold, and even though getting to the 
seeds can be quite the challenge, thei 
fruity, tart taste is worth every effort 

To get the most out of the fruit and 
collect as many seeds as possible, cu 
off the crown of the pomegranate, cu; 
deep ridges along its sides (as | 
you're slicing an apple) and soak th: 
entire fruit in water. Once it has 
soaked for a few moments, break th: 
fruit apart and get rid of the rind 
You're left with a beautiful bow! brim 
ming with shiny pomegranate seeds 
to use as you like. The seeds can be 
sprinkled in salads, in fruit salads, or 
over ice cream and sorbet. They also 
make a delightful snack on their own 
If you like to sweeten your drinks 
odds are you've already tried pome 
granate juice, as it is the origina! 
ingredient in Grenadine. 


There you have it—you've now 
been introduced to some of the most 
tantalizing, mouth-watering and exot 
ic fruits available at your local grocery 
store, and we’ve only scratched the 
surface. The next time you're thinking 
of reaching for that comfortabl: 
orange or apple, be bold, feel that 
sense of adventure and go for one oi 
these enticing fruits instead. As the 
saying goes, you don’t know wha 
you’re missing until you've tried il- 
and this is one section of the fruit 
aisle you don’t want to miss. Vv 
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ns. Although more main- 
rahts are beginning to 
er non-meat options on 
is, often they don't entirely 
concept. Beef and fish 
example, are off limits. 

too. And, as the founder of 
ns of Alberta Association 
ly learned, sometimes 
that claim to be veggie- 


A eokiean since 1968 and vegan 


since 1992, Glen MacLean was 
appalled to discover that the fake soy 
chicken dish he ordered was actually 
real chicken. Even worse, the waiter 
put up a fight when he tried to send it 
back. The mistake was eventually 
sorted out, but Dayna Mcintyre, presi- 
dent of VOA, points out, “How can 
you trust a place when the waiter lies 
to you?” 

Over the past year she and three 
other VOA members have become 
near experts on which Edmonton 
restaurants are trustworthy, accom- 
modating, and tasty choices for vege- 
tarians. After dining at several 
eateries—often more than once—and 
interrogating owners about ingredi- 
ents, the group has put together a 
Vegan and Vegetarian Diner’s 
Guide to the city. 

it features both all-veg staples like 
Café Mosaics and Padmanadi Vege- 
tarian Restaurant as well as veg- 
friendly restaurants, including a 
couple of chains that serve extraordi- 
nary vegetarian options (read: more 
than a measly veggie burger). The 
guide even singles out the reviewers’ 
favourite picks from each location 
along with the history and tips on the 
best time to visit. 

"We're the prairies. Technically, 
we're cattle country,” Mcintyre says. 
"To see the amount of people who are 
vegetarian now—this book couldn't 
have happened 10 years ago. It shows 
there's a movement.” 


SHE WAS INSPIRED to create the guide 


after discovering Halifax's vegetarian 
directory during a trip there. It was 
sad, she thought, that even though 
Edmonton is nearly three times bigger 
it didn’t have a similar resource. Upon 
her return she pitched the idea to the 
board of the VOA. “This will be really 
€asy to make,” she remembers con- 
vincing them, with a laugh. 

it wasn’t. First they sent out sur- 
veys to over 200 restaurants to find 
out how many vegetarian and vegan 
items they had on their menus, 
whether they served organic or fair 
trade food and drinks and if they 
Were licensed, among other things. 
After collecting the responses (about 
20 per cent retumed the information) 
the fun began. 

“We dined out a lot,” Mcintyre 
recalls. “| think I gained 10 pounds, 
but it was a tasty 10 pounds.” 

They did, however, come across a 
couple of restaurant owners who 
weren't keen on cooperating when 
the reviewers questioned them about 
igredients—a task especially impor- 
tant to verify claims of vegan-friendly 


£dmonton’s only guide to great veggie restaurants 
with reviews, recipes, tips and more! 


VEGAN & VEGETARIAN 
DINER’S GUIDE 
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food, which excludes all animal prod- 
ucts. “There were places where peo- 
ple said, ‘We’re not ingredient 
experts,’” Mcintyre says. 

But at the same time they discov- 
ered a handful of hidden gems as 
well. One that stands out for McIntyre 
is Way of Life, a new vegan restaurant 
run by Odette Boily, a vegan cook for 
25 years. 

Boily says the fact that she's 
already been attracting everyone from 
students to octogenarians proves 
there’s a demand for animal-free din- 
ing. “[There] is a need,” she says. 
“People are more and more aware of 
their health. They're concerned about 
what they eat.” 

Her restaurant serves just one 
$11.50 full course menu a day. She 
says the approach is meant to encour- 
age the kind of old-fashioned sit- 
down meal that disappeared with the 
advent of 80-hour work weeks and 
cell phone-obsessed children. 

“Most of these young people aren't 
accustomed to sitting down ata 
table,” she says. “It’s like the good old 
days ... I tell them to take their time, 
this isn’t a fast food restaurant.” 


PART OF THE VALUE of the diner’s 


guide is promoting places like this 


that strive for more than shoving 
burgers down as many throats as 
possible. 

“As a consumer you need to make 
choices on where you're going to 
spend your money,” McIntyre 
explains. “Another reason | think the 
guide is important is supporting 
restaurants that are trying to make a 
difference. Especially supporting the 
top five restaurants in the guide that 
are all vegan or vegetarian rather 
than [mainstream restaurants with 
few veggie choices]—vegan and vege- 
tarian [diets] are such fashionable 
things. They're just doing it as a token 
for a certain percentage of the popu- 
lation. And that’s not really the goal. 
You want to support the people that 
are supporting you.” 

VOA also hopes to reach an audi- 
ence beyond their monthly potlucks 
and other events with the booklet. 
They want to show meat eaters that 
they don’t have to toss out the steak 
knives to make a difference. Simply 
choosing veggie meals more often 
can have an impact on their health, 
the environment and animals. And 
even in the middle of cattle country, 
there are delicious ways to do it. w 


You can pick up your copy of the guide 
for $10 at Earth’s General Store (10832 
Whyte Ave), Oriental Veggie House 
(10586 - 100 St), Padmanadi Vegetarian 
Restaurant (10626 - 97 St) and the 
Reuse Centre (10004 - 103 A Ave), or 
vist vofa.com. 
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Seghesio will make a Zinner out of you 


2005 SEGHESIO ZINFANDEL 
NOMA COUNTY 


The Seghesio family was one of the first 
wine-making families to settle in North 
5 AUSHROOM Central California. They were also the 
PORTABELLO MUSEROON first to face the challenges and the 
AND VEGETABLE POT PH excitement that comes from the Zinfandel 

| grape. This grape is much more tempera- 
mental than Cabernet and Merlot, and as 
such has never achieved the success of 
either: only the dreaded White Zinfandel 
saved many vines from being ripped out 
of the ground. 


Fortunately, the Seghesios did not fall eva ful Tuscan wines that we enjoy today. Di 
victim to pulling their vines and also did not = NICE LEGS Majo Norante, however, hails from the 
regress into depending on White Zin for == | JAMESILE Molise region on Italy's other coast, about 
their livelihood. Today, Seghesio has gained = nicelegs@yueweekly.com a third of the way wip the country along 
a reputation for producing some of the best the Adriatic. Sourced from grapes hailing 

. of this all-too-misunderstood grape. from as early as the 1800s, their vines 
bru nch e lunch e dinner This deep ruby red wine emitted a _ unlike the Old Vines—a higher-priced _ were replanted in the 1960s. 
strong, sharp nose with overwhelmingly _ offering that provides a more aged, well- This wine was a cherry red, much 


10145 - 104 Street 429 - 0740 


strong alcohol and tannins. Unlike the —_ rounded flavour—this wine relies on the _ lighter than one would expect. Its richly 
silky smooth Seghesio Old Vines Zinfan- robust fruit flavours available in the Zin- _fruity nose envelopes the senses with lit- 
del, they didn’t seem to lighten up over _fandel grape, but fortunately, Seghesio _ tle hint of excess and just a slight touc 
time, which should be a red flag for any- _—_does this very well. Though not a master- ~ of tannins in the odour. The flavours were 


one who was planning on leaving iton _ piece, it’s still a very nice bottle of wine. very consistent and round, with a soft 
their wine rack for an extended period. presence throughout the evolution of the 

Its thick, fruity flavours exploded at the © 2005 DI MAJO NORANTE SANGIOVESE taste. Very nice berry flavours are wel- 
front of the palate, while the tannins MOLISE comed at the front, eventually giving way 
seemed to suck all the moisture from my 16 to a hint of spice and leathery taste. My 
mouth. Once the strength of the fruit sub- only real complaint was that the very nice 


sided in the middle of the palate, it drift- Sangiovese is one of the most widely _ flavours disappear too quickly at the 
ed into nothingness. The back of the __ planted grapes in Italy, most famously as __back. Still, a very nice buy for its relative- 
palate was virtually nonexistent. Again, the source grape for many of the wonder- _ly cheap price. w 
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Edmonton's finest independently owned 
and operated restaurants, including Culi- 
na, {l Portico and the Red Ox Inn, offer 
multi-course menus of $20 or $35 to help 


Jasper Park Lodge. Packages include two 

nights accomodation at the Lodge and 
enough food and drink to last you through 
the rest of winter: it’s up to you if you | 


Wine Tasting | 
every Wednesday 
from 4 til8 pm 


FOOD NEWS! 


serve as an introduction to their unique want to spend it in hibernation. For more | 

takes on cuisine. Visit originalfare.com information, head to www.fairmont.com/ 
jasper/hotelpackages/foodandwine/epi- 

EPICURE THE WINTER BLUES curean.htm w 


While most of the other mammals who 

live this far north subsist on bark or stored Dish Weekly spills the beans on all things 
STICK A FORK FEST INIT fat reserves, we humans can await the — epicurean in Edmonton. Do you have 
The Original Fare restaurants’ Fork Fest — coming of spring with fine cuisine and something Edmonton's food community | 
returns for a winter edition, every Sun to award-winning wines, thanks to the EPI- should know about? Send an email to 
Thu from Jan 20 to Jan 31. Some of _ Curean Food and Wine Festival, out atthe  dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2689. 
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‘something new. The 
ear is a pretty obvious time 
fo start afresh, and besides that, con- 
sidering that most of us spend the last 
weeks of December up to our 
. in tradition of some kind or 
another, we could surely use an 
»pportunity to break out of the tiny lit- 
es, It was in that spir- 
e than had our fill of 
a small group of us 
to Mebrat Café, ona 

| inte og k little strip of 107 ave. 

Horns were honking and exhaust 
was spewing as we pulled up. It 
Jooked dark ae quiet, but a neon 
“open” sign flashed reassuringly in the 
front window. We pulled open the 
door and left behind the somewhat 
dubious atmosphere that had wel- 
comed us to the neighbourhood. 

Soothing African music, cozy little 
tables and interesting artifacts graced 
the café. C g vines and twinkling 
lights | ed the walls, transporting 
us far away from the urban sprawl 
obscured by the gauzy curtains. 

The owner of Mebrat graciously 
greeted us and we were quickly seat- 
ed al a table for four. There were a 
couple of customers visiting quietly 
over coffees in the lounge, but we had 
our choice of tables in the restaurant. 
it was a quiet Monday night and our 
joud and somewhat boisterous out- 
bursts had no other ears to disturb. 


| 
| 
i 


restaurant 


_ Edmonton City Centre 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
+ 426-4RMS (4767) 


= | MON-THU 10AM-11 PM 
FAL IDAM-3 AM 
ec | SAT-SUN TIAM-3AM 
= | MEBRAT CA 
cs | OG03 - 107 AVE, 424.9929 


As the menus were presented, we 
discovered that we were about to 
indulge in Eritrean cuisine: the owner 
had immigrated to Canada 23 years 
ago, and the café represented a small 
piece of her homeland. A mildly spicy 
aroma hung in the air, stimulating our 
appetites, but first we needed to 
quench our thirst. Hoping for African 
beer, we were somewhat disappoint- 
ed with the limited choice of a few 
standard staples. Budweiser ($3.50) 
and water would have to suffice. 


THE SMALL MENU consisted of one veg- 
etarian dish, a chicken dish, a salad 
and two beef dishes. A fava bean and 
feta combination is available for break- 
fast, though unfortunately we were 
about eight hours too late. We ended 
up going with the two beef dishes and 
the vegetarian option. Chicken was 
hotly debated, but as all the entrées 
came with salads, we decided that 
would be more than enough food. 
Besides, I was hoping to leave plenty of 
room for the injera, a sponge-like bread 
made of teff, barley and millet that dou- 
bles as a utensil you can actually eat. 
We ordered our beef with “hot” 
spice and, instead of individual plates, 


opted for a large, family-style platter, 
true to how food is served in Eritrea. 
We sat back, sipped our drinks and 
inhaled deeply as enticing aromas 
meandered over from the kitchen. 

Soon the owner/cook/waitress 
appeared before us, laden down with 
a huge tray full of exotic morsels. 
Everything had to be cleared off the 
table to fit the platter that held our 
dinner. A large piece of injera served 
as the base and the different entrées 
were strategically positioned on top of 
it in such a manner that no-one had 
to over exert themselves to scoop up 
the object of their desire. On the side 
was a dish of elegantly rolled injera 
We were ready to devour 


THE BEEF ($12), sautéed in awaze, a 
spiced cayenne pepper, gave off the 
most incredible aroma, and in quick 
succession everyone had torn off 
pieces of injera and scooped up sam- 
ples. I was surprised at the sourness 
of the bread (evidently toned down for 
Canadian tastes) but quickly became 
accustomed to it. It imparted a tangy 
quality to everything without over- 
powering and overwhelming. The 
beef was tender with a unique and 
tantalizing facet to it, one that I could- 
n’t put my finger on; spiciness and 
heat were prevalent, but not dominat- 
ing. The warmth in my mouth grew 
with each progressive bite, but it was- 
n't the sensation I was accustomed to 
when I think of spice. Regardless, it 


A SUPERBOWL PARTY SO 
GOOD, IT'S WORTH A 
WEEK IN THE DOGHOUSE. 


WATCH THE GAME AT FANTASY LOUNGE IN 
WEST EDMONTON MALL, FOR THE ULTIMATE 
SUPERBOWL EXPERIENCE! 


didn't last very long. 

The vegetarian special ($11) con- 
sisted of a cabbage/carrot/potato 
skin combination as well as lentils 
and spinach. The lentils, with their 
creamy texture and mild undertones 
of garlic and ginger, were the surprise 
hit, perfect for dipping our injera. The 
cabbage mixture had a mild, slightly 
Sweet sensation, while the spinach 
mixture seemed somewhat bland and 
was quickly forgotten in favour of the 
other two options 

The other dish, short strips of beef 
sautéed in awaze, onion, green pep- 
per and tomato ($10) was subtly 
spiced. The crisp green peppers (and 
in Our case, red peppers) provided a 
nice contrast to the tender beef. It 
was accompanied by a salad of lightly 
dressed iceberg lettuce and chunks of 
tomato that was left largely 
untouched in favour of the more 
dynamic beef dishes. 

With all the dipping and sampling, 
it didn’t take long to become full. We 
all agreed that eating with our fingers 
added an element of fun to the 
evening, though we did agree that our 
Canadian palates would have enjoyed 
it more had the heat quotient been 
taken up a notch 

Our journey that night enabled us 
to experience a small piece of another 
culture. With so much diversity sur 
rounding us, it’s nice to know that the 
possibilities are endless for travelling 
the world without leaving home. v 
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We're here for'a goodtime, and a long time 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

nce again Jasper in January is 
Or To christen the opening 

weekend, I readily accepted 
an invitation to ride on the VIA Rail 
Snow Train. Last year I was sceptical 
of how successful this Snow Train 
venture would be. Considering the 
price of an adult ticket for a one-way 
trip ($123 last year), this ride 
appeared a little pricey for the aver- 
age Joe. I guess VIA thought the same 
because this year they've lowered the 
adult rate to $109 one way. And for 
good measure, they added a $71 tick- 
et for students as well. 

On Friday at 4 pm, accompanied by 
my son Travis and his friend Court- 
ney, we stepped into one of the three 
panoramic cars. Except for a short 
Santa Claus Train ride 15 years ago, 
I've never ridden the rails and I was 
looking forward to hearing the cross- 
ing bells and whistle blows. Like on 
an airplane, the safety features were 
described and there was even some 
humour when the attendant com- 
mented that there were four smash- 
the-window type emergency exits but 
asked, “Please, try the doors first.” 
Unlike an airplane, the seats in these 
domed cars were extremely comfort- 
able and the recline position went 
back pretty far. There was a swivel 
button as well so seats could be 
arranged to face each other and 
guests had set up tables for playing 
cards. 

Our hosts for this trip were Jodie 
and Diane and they spent the entire 
time serving drinks, snacks and mak- 
ing sure we were comfortable. The 
snack selection was pretty scarce 
because it only included Pringles, 
cookies and chocolate bars all for 
$1.50, but the drink choices were 
much more diverse including most 
soft drinks ($1.75), local and imported 
beer and wine ($5) as well as an 
assortment of high balls and liqueurs 
($5.50-$6.50). At first glance this 
appears to be a page out of the suc- 
cessful WestJet business plan, relying 
on great service and lower prices 
without the little extras like free 
booze that used to be the past model 
for such trips 

Unfortunately, because of the late 
afternoon departure time, the sun was 
setting by the time we hit Lake Waba- 
mun and sadly this incredible view 
would be our last as we slipped into 
the night. As we steadily moved along 
I was surprised at how smooth the 
ride was especially when we were 
clipping along at 110 kilometres per 
hour, but those high speed stretches 
were few and far between because on 
nNUMErOUS OCCASIONS WE WETE pushed 
off the mainline onto sidings to allow 
long freight trains to pass in the oppo- 
site direction 

Halfway through our trip Pat and 


=/SNOW TRAIN 
TO JASPER 


Theresa, a couple of ambassadors 
representing Jasper and Marmot 
Basin, greeted us and offered hotel 
information, shuttle bus pick-up and 
even ski rental forms for anyone 


wanting a head start on the next” 


morning's activities. This one-way trip 
can take anywhere from 4.5 - 6 hours 
and on this day the maximum time 
was required. We arrived in Jasper at 
10 pm. 

As luck would have it, this week- 
end we were staying at the Whistler's 
Inn, which is directly across the street 
from the train station. It’s been many 
years since I've spent a night in a cen- 
trally located hotel and we were 
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pleasantly surprised by the spacious, 
newly renovated rooms and rooftop 
hot tubs. It definitely has a European 
flair to it, which is not a surprise con- 
sidering the name of one of the own- 
ers is Bruno Ritter. We even made it in 
time to catch the last couple of hours 
of the Jasper in January kick-off party 
held in the lively Whistle Stop pub. 
Shuttle buses from Jasper hotels to 
Marmot Basin are a regular occur- 
rence and you can find the schedule 
posted at or near the reception desk. 
The train departs back to Edmon- 
ton on Sundays at 4:30 pm. This is a 
much more scenic version of the trip 
and there were dozens of elk, deer 
and sheep bidding us farewell as we 
snaked back through the mountains 
and past lakes and rivers. By Hinton 
the night came and once again we 
rode through the dark, but this again 
would just be the prairies and we 
probably weren’t missing a whole lot. 


~ SNOW. ZONE 


Although sceptical before this trip, I’m 
prepared to take the Snow Train again 
because it was by far the most com- 
fortable mode of transportation to a 
ski hill that I have ever been on. I 
realize it can be pricey for a family of 


four or bigger, but for singles, couples 
and groups of friends, this is definitely 
the way to go. Apparently a group ©! 
forty from a local college recent!) 
thought so because they managed (0 
run up a $2000 tab. w 


Bury me at Jasper, on Marmot Peak 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 
f ich one of the peaks do 
you want your ashes 
spread on?” my daughter 
Elyse asks. I point up at Marmot Peak 
and say, “that one.” Elyse replies, 
"That's quite a hike. I'll need to train 
just to bury you.” “Maybe not,” I reply. 
“There may be a lift up there by then.” 

And that’s the truth. It's in my will. 1 
want my ashes spread above the 
beautiful basin we call Marmot. 

This season, as Jasper National 
Park celebrates its 100th anniversary, 
we were treated to another great 
weekend for the kick-off of Jasper in 
January. After checking into the 
Sawridge Inn on Friday night, we 
headed out to the bar. For some rea- 
son this was a good weekend to be a 
single guy (which I’m not) in Jasper. It 
Seemed everywhere we went there 
Was a greater majority of women than 
men, causing some of our single girl- 
friends to complain. One of them said 
that as long as he was breathing and 
didn’t drive a sheepdog that was good 
enough ... whatever the hell that 
meant. 

The next morning, warm breezes 
and blue skies greeted us as we drove 
up to the resort. | was anxious to see 
the new Kokanee Sun Deck built this 
Summer. It wraps around the upper 
floor of the chalet, providing the ulti- 
mate beer sipping, nacho eating expe- 
rience. With the second highest base 
lodge elevation in Canada (Mt Baldy is 


= JASPER IN 
JANUARY 


first), it boasts arguably the finest 
view in the land. Those of you who 
regularly ski or board may be thinking 
that Sunshine Village should have the 
highest lodge, but the resort includes 
its ski-out to the parking lot in the 
total elevation, so technically it can’t 
have it both ways. 

I asked Brian Rode, marketing 
manager at Marmot, if the deck had 
been officially “broken in?” “You 
mean ... uh, well, yes, I believe it 
has,” he replied, slightly blushing. I 
wondered if it might have been him 
and his beautiful wife? So that got 
me to thinking, if the base elevation 
of the resort is 5500 feet above sea 
level, that would technically put you 
in the Mile High Club! So, I asked 
general manager Dave Gibson if 
Karen and | could ride our mountain 
bikes up in the summer and join the 
club, “Sure, just let me know when 
and I'll make sure there's a couple of 
blankets waiting.” Now that’s cus- 
tomer service! 


SO, GETTING BACK TO that 1ift to the 
top of Marmot Peak. It’s gonna be a 
while. It is difficult to develop in the 


National Parks, and rightfully so; we 
are very protective of our parks. How- 
ever, the Jasper Museum points out 
that the National Parks were not origi- 
nally developed to protect these envi- 
ronments—they were a money grab 
by the federal government. Back 
when the Parks program was first 
launched, Jasper and other parks 
were getting so many tourist visits 
and the feds wanted a way to cash in. 
That has obviously changed as we 
realize just how special these national 
treasures are, and how they need our 
protection. But again, it does present 
some unique problems for ski resorts 
like Marmot Basin. 

That being said, I don’t know a 
better resort for responsible steward- 
ship, and the ability to work hand in 
hand with the Parks. Take the new 
snowmaking system installed last 
year. Most resorts can simply run a 
series of pipelines underground, 
pump water from the nearest source 
and voila, a manmade snowstorm. 
Not Marmot—operators needed to 
collect water in a very sensitive way, 
and deliver it the same. It took many 
years and some unique environmen- 
tal engineering to provide a system 
without any negative influences on 
the land, but they did it. And it really 
has paid off this year. 

During its first year of operation, 
Marmot didn’t need the damn thing. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 17 
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bestofbantf.com 


One card... 
many options. 


To purchase your Banff Lodging Co. Gift Card 
please call 760-8233. 


Cards can be purchased in any amount, and may be redeemed 
at any of our Banff hotels, restaurants, and spas. 


“Valid only at the Banff locations of The Keg Steakhouse & Bar and Chills Restaurant 
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Over the holidays | spent some time ski- 
ing with a few people who are relatively 
new to the skinny ski experience. While 
my own nordic skiing ambition hasn't 
extended beyond recreational or classic 
style so far, skiing with a group that 
boasts a variety of abilities gives me the 
opportunity to remember what I’ve 
learned. Several interesting questions 
were put to me. One of my companions 
asked, “What is the difference in difficul- 
ty between cutting your own tracks and 
going to a place that already has tracks?” 
In short, especially for beginners, it is far 
easier to learn by skiing on groomed trails 
with tracks set for you. When you can fol- 
low tracks, it's easier to concentrate on 
improving technique instead of thinking 
about where to go and how to get there. 

As well, the glide you can achieve on 
tracks is far greater than what is possible 
in-a-snowy field. This can translate into a 
more enjoyable experience if you like to 
feel like you're picking up speed. In addi- 
tion, because most places you'll go are 
set with similar tracks, you can work on 
skills in familiar conditions, even if you go 
to new places. 

That said, after developing basic 
skills, some people really enjoy the sen- 
sation of cutting their own tracks, of 
being the first to grace new snow with 
thin parallel lines. Between the two 
clear options, a good intermediate step 
for most people is to ski behind someone 
who has experience cutting tracks. For 
the person following, there are some 
similarities to skiing on groomed trails. 
And, as friends from Canmore recently 
pointed out, it's one of the only ways to 
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MORE FUN 
THAN THE REST 


spend a day alone with a mountain 
fange and a moose. 

Pointing out that tracks can help with 
gliding led my companions to ask a tricki- 
er question: “If I’m not just supposed to 
walk or run on the skis, how do | get my 
glide on?” To explain “the glide,” and, 
more generally, the diagonal stride used 
in classic skiing, | recall a lesson | took at 
Snow Valley a couple of years ago. The 
glide begins a little bit like sliding across 
a freshly waxed floor with slippery socks 
That is, neither foot stays perfectly still 
when you move the other. 

One trick | learned at that lesson was 
to practice gliding by using only one ski, 
not unlike taking off one sock on that slip- 
pery floor. Without poles and in a flat 
area with solid tracks, stride forward on 
your ski and push off with your boot (ski- 
less) foot. Push and glide forward in this 
way for about 50 meters. This helps to 
develop a sense of putting most of your 
weight over the forward ski. Be sure to 
practice this on both sides. 

Next, with both skis on, try skiing a 
while longer without poles. While it 
might look and feel funny at first, with- 
out poles to push you forward, you'll 
gain an appreciation for the feel of the 
glide. Pay attention to the sensation of 
the momentum and to the shifting of 
your weight. When you add poles, just 
do what comes naturally. There are po! 
ing techniques to learn as well, but it’s 
worth the effort to spend time focusing 
on the basic stride at first. 

After the serious questions about glid- 
ing and striding, trails and tracks, | was 
asked, “What makes a good nordic skier? 
Is it he who finishes first or he who is 
most in touch with nature?” While “first” 
and “most” might not really matter, pick- 
ing up speed while sun shines through 
bare trees may be the best reason to live 
where snow falls. w 


Call for the best rates on 
Marmot lift tickets, the 
Maligne Canyon icewalk, 
dog sledding, snowshoeing, 
hibernating, socializing and 
the most fun place you've 
stayed in. 


Details & Reservations: 
1-877-852-0781 
jasper@hihostels.ca 
www.hihostels.ca/jasper 
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Anitiie snow-guns were buried by 
c Nature early in the season. 
my however, November snows 
few and the guns were fired up 

on the lower section of the mountain. 


This provided an excellent base covet- 
ed by ski teams from around Alberta. 


"Marmot Basin opens its doors to these 


ski teams prior to opening to the gen- 
eral public in early November, but 
Dave Gibson explained he had to turn 
away a few teams because the resort 
was inundated with so many requests. 
“We don’t want that to happen again,” 
explained Gibson. “We will be much 
better prepared next year, and hopeful- 
ly open a bigger section of the hill so 
all the teams can train, With this new 
snowmaking system, we will plan to 
fully open on the second Friday of 
November every year.” 

That's great with me, as many of my 
favorite runs at Marmot are on the bot- 
tom section of the mountain. It was 
while we cruised the lower mountain 
that we discovered one of the runs 
temporarily closed off for a freestyle 
event. At the starting area, there was a 
wide age range of youngsters bopping 
to cranked up tunes. Normally the 
freestyle events are held on the upper 
mountain, but the resort decided to 
build a couple of huge kickers and a 
very nice mogul run lower down for 
this event. It was a tryout competition 
for kids trying to make the Alberta 
Team that would be representing us in 
the Alberta Winter Games. A coach 
from Grande Prairie told me there were 
kids from five years of age all the way 
to 16 competing. (Obviously the five- 
year-olds were there for experience 
unless there was a freestylin’ Tiger 
Woods in the group.) 


ONE OF THE BENEFITS of being up for 


the Jasper in January media weekend 
was being treated to a wonderful 
lunch at the Eagle Dining Room at the 
upper chalet. This is fine dining up in 
the alpine. It also gave me the chance 
to satisfy a curiosity: earlier in the day, 
('d noticed a large number of people 


all wearing ski suits that were cov- 
ered with logos reading Canadian 
Rockies Ski Academy (CRSA). Finally, 
a school I might be able to graduate 
from, I thought. 

After lunch, a well-spoken English 
gentleman provided us with an 
overview of the academy. “The best ski 
and snowboard training programme in 
Canada” it said on the Academy's 
prospectus. Alun Williams, the Chair- 
man of CRSA, is passionate about the 
school. It is basically an academy that 
prepares you to be a ski or snowboard 
instructor. Normally, in order to get a 
Canadian certification to teach skiing 
or boarding, you go to a ski hill and 
take a week long course. Often the 
pass/fail rate is way over in the fail 
zone. Basically, the academy takes 
men and women of all ages for 11 
weeks, and shapes and moulds well- 
trained instructors. There were 18 peo- 
ple last year, but with word of mouth 
and internet hits from all over the 
world, it jumped to just over 100 stu- 
dents this year. A good percentage of 
the students are from the UK, but they 
have people from New Zealand, Chile, 
Switzerland and the good old USA. 

Why Jasper? The atmosphere, baby, 
the atmosphere. Jasper has a warm 
and welcoming feel for the students, 
according to Williams. “Marmot and 
the CRSA have an incredible working 
partnership. Students of all ages feel at 
home within hours after arriving in 


EDGE 


Become a Winter 


“sorts Instructor 


Jasper.” They provide a broad experi- 
ence ranging from the obvious ski and 
snowboard instruction, but toss in a 
dose of customer service and environ- 
mental applications. They work with 
Parks Canada to teach the students 
about environmental issues. This infor- 
mation can then be passed on to the 
students when teaching them to ski. 

At this point, the Academy has a 
100 per cent pass rate. Eleven weeks 
with all the trimmings including air- 
fare, meals and a new lease on life 
will set you back about $10 000. 

“It’s a life changing experience for 
all of our students” says Alun. "We 
had a 60-year-old plumber from Lon- 
don that had dreamed of hanging up 
the pipe-wrench and teaching skiing, 
but he didn’t know how to accomplish 
that. The academy gave him all the 
tools he needed to make the change. 
He’s never been happier in his life.” 

After a great chat with Colin Bor- 
row, director of the ski school, | was 
pumped to get back to tearing up the 
mountain. The afternoon was spent 
doing a little exploring with my other 
intrepid Vue Weekly writer Hart Gol- 
beck. The hill wasn’t crowded, and lift 
lines were virtually non-existent. I 
told Hart we were like the guys in The 
Bucket List still living our childhood 
dreams before we kick the bucket. 
The only difference is, God willing, we 
still have some time before that long 
hike to Marmot Peak. v 
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Mthabasca Hotel 
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TAFAS RESTAURANT 


JASPER'S ONLY LATE NIGHT TAPAS BAR! 


WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 780-852-5682 
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Winter S ial” 


3 courses 
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COLIN CATHREA / colin@yueweekly.com 
idden a few blocks back of the 
H= drag in Jasper on Pyramid 
Lake Road—across from the 
Jasper Aquatic Centre—is the Jasper 
Museum, operated by the Jasper His- 
torical Society. On ski trips to Jasper, | 
usually pass through without much 
thought for the region and its history, 
but this year being the Park’s 100th 
anniversary, it seemed like a good time 
to rediscover Jasper’s heritage. 
The museum isn’t very big, maybe 
a few thousand square feet, but it is 
very well done. It starts back 10 000 
years ago when the first inhabitants 
arrived. The Permanent Historical 
Gallery tells the history of the Jasper 
National Park area and the Yellow- 
head Corridor. We paid $10 for the 
whole family and entered the old 
stone building to find we were the 
only people there at 10 am on a Sun- 
day morning. 
The museum is divided into ten 
themes: Early Peoples, Fur Trade, Just 
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photos capture Jasper’s history 
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JANUARY 


Passing Through (explorers, survey- 
ors), Ribbons of Steel, Seekers of 
Wilderness (outfitters), Visions of 
Wilderness (Jasper National Park), 
Fitzhugh to Jasper, Hard Times and 
War, Celebrities and Promoters, and 
History of Skiing. 

Of course the history of skiing was 
of particular interest to me. On dis- 
play were pictures of the first skiing at 
Whistlers and up at Marmot Basin. 
They showed the original shack they 
called a lodge, and photos of early 
1900s skiers whisking through fresh 
powder. I fell in love with some of 
these photos, so | inquired at the front 
desk about how I could get reprints or 
some sort of copies to decorate my 


EXPLORE 
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office. I was pleased to find out that 
the archives section on the internet 
site has copies that can be purchased 
for very reasonable prices. There are 
historical prints of the old community, 
outdoors and railway to name a few. 

The Jasper Yellowhead Museum 
and Archives houses over 3000 arti- 
facts. Some of the more interesting 
items include woolen bathing suits 
worn at Miette Hot Springs and wood- 
en shovels used on the Skyline Trail in 
1911. They have recently begun a 
“Collections Access” project that will 
make more of the artifact collection 
available to the public. Upon comple- 
tion of this project a computer termi- 
nal will be available at the museum 
for visitors to view the entire collec- 
tion. The project is partially funded by 
the Government of Canada through 
the Department of Canadian Heritage 
Museum Assistance Program. You 
can visit the website to find hours of 
operation and view the photo collec- 
tion at jaspermuseum.org, W 
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Get over the blues by ripping some blues 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ere we are in January. Christ- 
H:= is over and although it 
was a great one—because | 
spent it in the Dominican—it’s only a 
fond memory now. My tan is fading 
dramatically, the Boxing Day spend- 
ing frenzy is gone and all that’s left 
are the bills to pay. The best cure I 
know to get away from it all and 
clear your mind is to hit the slopes 
and let your skis do the talking. Last 
year I was down to one wing 
because of a torn rotator and that 
limited me to casual green runs, but 
this year, after a little repair job, all 
is well and I was chomping at the 
bit. Since it’s the start to the Jasper 
in January festival we hopped the 
Snow Train and headed for Jasper 
and Marmot Basin. 
When you look at a Marmot trail 


=| JASPER IN 
JANUARY 


map there are 18 blue runs, but after 
many years of hitting these slopes 
and looking at it a little closer, and if 
you eliminate traverses, access runs 
and short connectors there are eight 
solid blue runs. Tranquilizer is always 
my first choice, it’s usually groomed 
nightly and on Saturday morning at 9 
am | was first up and ripping the cor- 
duroy. In fact, it was so good I went 
several more times. With a sparse 
line-up on the Eagle Express quad, it 
didn’t take long to get up and down. 
By 10 am | was heading up the Eagle 


Ridge quad looking for Solace on the 
Chalet Slope. I picked a good line and 
even found some chopped powder 
near the trees cutting over to Hobbit’s 
Hollow and Fresh Tracks. I saw too 
many great lines I missed so up I 
went again. 

It was only 10:30 am and I was 
pumped when | linked up with fellow 
Vue writer Colin Cathrea outside of 
the Paradise Chalet. He’d found some 
great lines up high so we headed for 
the Paradise Chair. Some of you may 
know that Colin is an ex-ski racer, 
and I really enjoy skiing with him 
because it raises my game and I con- 
sider it a victory if I can stay within a 
couple hundred feet. Paradise Run is 
a great blue track and we headed 
down cutting through the trees to 
Highway Sixteen half way down. | 
consider the bottom of Highway Six- 
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Local 


Rabbit Hall — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts 
open. Park Competition on January 19! 

Snow Valley — 50cm hase, no new snow. All runs and lifts 
open. 

Sam Ridge — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts 
open. 

Edmonton Sii Cab — All runs and lifts are open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 22' half 
pipe is now open! 

Castle Mountain — 76-14{cm base, 13cm of new snow. 5 
lifts and 59 trails open. 

Lake Louise — 136-147cm base, 20cm of new snow. All 
lifts and 123 runs open. 

Marmot Basin — 104cm base, 25cm of new snow, All lifts 
and 78 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay — 50-75cm base, 15cm of new snow. All lifts 
and runs open. 

Nakiska — 82-97cm bese, 35cm of new snow. All lifts and 
26 trails open. 

Sunshine Village — 150cm base, 19cm of new snow. All 
lifts and 101 runs open. 

Tewatinaw — 60cm hase, 2cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 24 
Tuns open. 


B.C. 


Apex — 174cm base, 33cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 4 runs 
open. 

Big White — 200cm base, 33cm of new snow. 14 lifts and 
87 runs open. 

Femie — 254-264cm base, 28cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 
112 runs open. 


Kicking Horse — 159cm hase, 21cm of new snow. Heli Sking 
now available! 

Kimberley — 130-140cm base, 10cm of new snow. 5 lifts 
and 80 trails open. 

Mt. Washington — 425cm base, 19cm of new snow. All runs 
open. Night sking now available! 

Panorama — 72-108cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts 
and 118 runs open. 

Powder King — 212-318cm hase, 37cm of new snow. 

Ried Mountain — 171-398cm hase, Bem new snow. All lifts 
and runs open. 

Revelstoke — 190-200cm hase, 3 lifts and 27 trails open. 
Silver Star — 115-192cm base, 25cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 115 runs open. 

Sun Peaks — 143-177cm base, 30cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 122 trails open. 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 242cm base, 68cm of new snow. 23 
lifts and 126 groomed runs open. 

White Water — 214cm base, 1fcm of new snow. 3 lifts and 
11 nuns open. 


U.S.A. 


49 North — 196-274cm hase, 11cm of new snow. 5 lifts 
and 68 runs open. 

Big Sky — 125-184cm base, 20cm of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 173cm base. 45 runs, 7 lifts open. 
Great Divide — 65-89cm base. 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 208-302cm base, 38cm new snow. 

Mt. Spokane — 183-239cm base, Sem of new snow. All lifts 
and runs open. 

Schweitzer Mit. — 173-269cm base, Bem of new snow. 8 
lifts and 70 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resort — 139-262cm base, no new snow. 7 lifts 
and 72 runs open. 

Sum Valley — 94-168cm base, 15cm of new snow. 10 lifts 
and 62 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 16, 2008 
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teen a blue run because it’s not near- 
ly as steep as the top, so I'm stretch- 
ing the blue rule a little but since this 
is my story, it's my rules. 

Next time up we started on Par- 
adise Run but this time we cut right, 
through a hollow of trees onto Mar- 
mot Run. We ended the morning 
cruising Basin Run which turns from 
green to blue near the Knob Chair. 
The closer you got to the Knob the 
more chopped powder was avail- 
able. The only blue run off the Knob 
is the Traverse and by my rule I'd 
already disqualified it so we dropped 
over the hill and created our own 
run called Blue Heaven. It was 12 
pm and we were invited for the 
media lunch so we headed for the 
Eagles Nest mid-mountain chalet. 

Over lunch I reflected on the 
morning and the biggest thing that 
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3 HART OLBECK 
hart@yueweekly.com 


Adventure groups at Panorama Village 
are focusing on women's only program- 
ming to entice thrill seekers while offer- 
ing 2 social environment. On Jan 25 - 27 
the resort is hosting Bettygohard, a 
women’s progressive action sports com- 
munity group that organizes weekend 
retreats along the powder highway. 
Ladies are encouraged to leave their 
busy lives behind, meet some new 
friends with common interests and have 
some fun. Weekend activities include 
guided skiing and riding, wine reception, 
yoga and a photo shoot. All but the yoga 
sounds like a good time to me, but then 
again | don’t think I'm welcome. 


Girls only—no 


came to mind was how much bette: 
the snow conditions were compared 
to the feedback I was getting in 
Edmonton. Several people | talked to 
at our local snow sport shops related 
rocky and icy conditions, but obvi 

ously that was not the case this 
morning because my brand new 
Bandits came through unscathed. |; 
must have been one of those “I hit a 
rock” stories that morphed into an 
unfortunate piece of misinformation 
Those rumours can now be put 
totally to rest because on Sunday 
evening and all of Monday the skies 
opened ensuring all the rocky parts | 
must have missed got covered. So ii 
you have the January blues you're in 
luck because Marmot's lift ticket: 
are dramatically reduced and th 

intermediate runs can cure what ail 

your soul. vw 


boys allowed 


At the same time, RK Heli-ski private 
is launching its heli-skiing for women 
program. Participants will get a full day 
of lessons preceding a full day of heli-ski- 
ing. Activities surrounding the skiing | 
include wine and cheese, an interactive 
cooking class, massages and two dinners — 
hosted by RK Heli-ski’s private chef. The | 
original women’s program, Chicks on 
Sticks & Babes on Boards continues to | 
thrive and Panorama is once again host- 
ing this five-week program as well. For 
more information go to the Panorama 
website at panoramaresort.com and click 
the Groups/just for ladies icon. w 


out of bounds 


ski & snowboard 


6604-104 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta 
780.434.3829 


Oo 4211-186 St. 413-554, 
Edmonton. Alberta 
www.TheEasyRider.com 
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lether you hate 
or not, you can't 
irt of our identity,” Steve 
ducer of Azimuth theatre 
in Hockey Stories for 
. “It’s on our money; not 
[but] we bury our money 
for good lu 
, of course; the fact that 
ars a quote from the 
timeless story “The Hockey Sweater’ 
speaks volumes to Canada’s connec- 
tion with the fastest game on ice. So 
when the 2005 strike had the NHL out 
of commission for a season, Pirot, like 
most Canadians, still had hockey on 
the mind. 
“During the 2005 strike Murray Utas 
and 1 were planning what we were 
going to be doing next [Azimuth] sea- 
son,” Pirot explains. “As always, we 
ended up talking about hockey. The 
only thing that we [had] were these 
stories about a labour dispute 
between billionaire owners and mil- 
lionaire players. We sort of sat back 
and went, ‘What we really need right 
now, as storytellers, is to get a hockey 
story out there [that’s] an alternative 
to the labour dispute story.” 

That story, written by George Szi- 
lagyi, was Hockey Stories for Boys. It 
follows the journey of Neil and Darcy, 


TH JAN 7-SUN JAN 27 (8M) 
OCKEY STORIES 


WRITTEN BY GEORGE SZILAGYI 
STARRING & DIRECTED BY STEVE PIRDT, 
MURRAY UTAS, KS CALLIHOO 

OXY THEATRE (10700124 ST), $15 -25 


two men who discover the Stanley 
Cup’s original deed of trust, and head 
east to Toronto in a golden ‘70s station 
wagon to repatriate the cup from the 
league. To pass time along the way, 
they read stories from the titular book 
that they found the deed in, with each 
story drawing inspiration from a differ- 
ent part of the Canadian wilderness. 

“There's other layers of story going 
on as well,” Pirot adds. “One of them 
is that mythological imagery of the 
golden chariot, and the hallowed tro- 
phy, the holy grail. And there’s also 
this level of dreams going on in Neil, 
who’s experiencing the dream of 
Canada; the cold, the snow, the wide- 
open blue skies, river hockey, [and] 
hockey as a part of the mythology of 
this country.” 


THE SHOW'S original run scored criti- 
cal praise, and even gathered a pair of 
Sterling award nominations. But for 
Pirot, that was just a practice run. 
Now with a revamped script and 


much improved design overhaul, 
Hockey Stories for Boys is ready to 
reflect the engrossing game it was 
created to celebrate. 

“What was really kind of satisfying 
about [the Sterling nominations] was 
that Hockey Stories was such a rough 


WHITE / 24 


HUNGER STRIKE / 26 


production,” he explains. “We did it as 
a three-week run, but everything was 
very much on the cheap; we kept the 
doors to the theatre open, exposed 
the theatre in every way we could, 


and just focused on the storytelling of 


it. It had a sound design I cobbled 


together with GarageBand 

“The first time around was just a 
test production; we've reworked the 
script,” Pirot says. “We reshaped it 
into a three-period structure; it’s gotta 
move, it’s gotta flow, it’s gotta be fast, 
like a hockey game." v 


Doyle’s Mighty Carlins finally gets stellar debut 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 


ell, it's about time. Four 
years after winning the 
W “discovery” category of the 


2004 Alberta Playwriting competition, 
the first production of The Mighty 
Carlins is finally gracing the stage. 
And after such a long time, Collin 
Doyle's script proves that it was worth 
the wait: The Mighty Carlins is a come- 
dy as black as a tall pint of Guinness, 
a tightly written gem that balances its 
humour with a social message, pro- 
viding an illuminating glimpse into 
alcoholism and the enduring nature of 
family bonds. 

Set in Mill Woods, Carlins spends 
pi cacs lanai evening with the 
nily as the members 
nisce about their 
and wife. Widower 
it) now lives alone, 

‘while he’s home and 
1ough pension money to 
er flowing. His oldest 
tick Zbryski) is 
but has a get-rich- 
gulckmnlene in mind that he 
le aa the last few, will 


really work out. Davey (James 
Hamilton) is the youngest, and as 
such, suffers from little-brother syn- 
drome—he's a gullible pushover, a 
mama's boy who lacks a mama to 
hide behind. Together, they drink, 


fight, drink, open up, drink, lie to 
each other and plot against 
whomever happens to be in the 
bathroom. While drinking. 

All three actors do a fine job of 
navigating the Carlin’s complicated 
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love-hate family dynamic, but it’s 
Wright who perfects the off-kilter bal- 
ance required to sell his alcohol- 
fuelled role. Every action he takes is 
gloriously messy: he belittles his sons 
for their failures with a smack to the 
head, has lapses in memory, calls 
Mike "Many-chins” and then shuffles 
off to the fridge for another beer. 


UNSURPRISINGLY with all its buzz it 
generated while unproduced, Doyle's 
script holds up well on its first real 
outing: not only is the rapid-fire dia- 
logue witty, but it panders to the local 
audience. Mike tells Davey that “If you 
want to have a meaningful conversa- 
tion, talk about the Oilers,” while Leo 
laments how people have started call- 
ing his ghetto-stereotyped Mill Woods 
“the Wood.” 


REVUE 


JAN 17 - JAN 23, 2008 


The script relies heavily on these 
one-liners and snarky retorts, but 
even the cutting cantankerousness 
has a purpose greater than humour 
when Leo first calls Mike “Many- 
chins,” it’s a snappy insult, but in 
later, more tender moments it’s 
almost a term of endearment. Almost 

Although the second half of The 
Mighty Carlins is far more serious— 
after the number of beers on stage 
doubles, the trio finally gets to dis- 
cussing its dead matriarch, and the 
slightly-playful feel of earlier argu- 
ments evaporates—Doyle keeps his 
script peppered with little jokes and 
lighter moments to keep the show 
from getting bogged down in its dark- 
er moments. This mix of comedy and 
tragedy makes the final scenes all the 
more touching, with a deeper impact 
than a strictly serious script ever 
would've been able to muster. 

That The Mighty Carlins went 
unproduced for years is almost unfor- 
givable; there’s more blunt power and 
touching moments in the show than 
there are beer cans littering the stage 
And there are a lot of beer cans. V 
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Awkward times; desperate dreams: the GENERATION of youth | 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

(Ce conn as we understand'it is 

a construction of the Victorian 

era, a departure from the con- 
cept of kids as smaller adults. The 
teenager was a post-WWII creation— 
Colin Macinnes's pulpy, semi-autobio- 
graphical London Trilogy is a glimpse 
into post-war UK youth culture writ- 
ten as the category was being crafted. 
(Macinnes's 1950s world was populat- 
ed by teenage crossdressers, thugs, 
fetishists, prostitutes and celebrities, 
plus manufactured child stars and 
manipulative adults.) More recent his- 
tory has given us the adolescent and 
the fabricated “tween.” 

Youth, which used to be after 
“baby” and before “old,” has grown 
more segregated as marketers ramp 
up the precision weaponry of engi- 
neering desire. The line between 
developmental stage and target group 
(the nomenclature reveals its vio- 
lence) blurred, stranding generations 
of kids on metaphoric islands while 
the adult world frets over their tribal- 
ism and*withdrawal. 

The landscape of these islands is 
explored in GENERATION, which 
features nine North American artists 
examining the status and/or experi- 
ence of young people in our culture. 
AGA Chief Curator Catherine Crow- 
ston orchestrated a timely conver- 
gence on the heels of a decade of 
social change accelerated by a conflu- 
ence of factors, not the least of which 
is technological. We're creatures built 
for communication and a drive 
towards meaning, and in the past 10 
years we've wrought massive change 
in our modes of communication and 
reordered our sense of kinship. Any- 
one born after 1983 has spent more 
than half a lifetime increasingly con- 
nected, multitasking and often treat- 
ing reference as interchangeable with 
firsthand knowledge. A 10-year-old 
has spent a lifetime with the notion of 
multiplicity of roles and identities as a 
tangible public thing, manifested 
through a social networking page or 
an avatar in an online community, or 
simply through continual surveillance. 


OUR CULTURE IS CRUEL to young peo- 


ple, denying them agency and trivial- 
izing their emotions while 
mythologizing their power and exag- 
gerating their responsibility when 
things go wrong. A recent UK survey 
indicated a significant number of 
teenagers carry knives to school out 
of fear, though their punishment if 
caught is expulsion or criminal pun- 
ishment—yet bullying and anxiety are 
unsatisfactorily addressed. A more 
pedestrian injustice has been almost 
universally experienced by anyone 
under 40: parents insist their kids 
confide in them, only to lash out or 
freak out at a difficult truth. 

The effortless solipsism of youth 
dovetails with the cognitive disso- 
nance of nurturing black and white 
passions in a shaded world and the 
endless shoving of their collective 
faces into societal hypocrisy. It’s a 
heavy burden, and perhaps unsurpris- 
ingy, teens carve out power and pri- 
vacy for themselves through 
investigating sexuality or violence in 
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the dynamics of group subculture, pri- 
vate fantasy, fictionalized spaces or 
chemical intervention. 

The artists of GENERATION draw 
from varying disciplines and perspec- 
tives, articulating questions about the 
cultural space young people claim for 


their own and the role they play in the © 


overarching culture. 


DANIEL BARROW 


The acclaimed Winnipeg-based artist 
hybridizes drawings and multimedia 
performance to execute layered narra- 
tives for audiences, including a collab- 
oration with indie popsters the Hidden 
Cameras (he’s also designed band T- 
shirts). He's showing several drawings 
and multimedia work featuring a 
recurring adolescent alter ego. 

Danielbarrow.com hasn't been 
updated, but showcases his garish, 
lysergic, cartoonish sensibility in all 
its poignantly twisted glory: part 
Americana kitsch, hallucinogenic 
melodrama and Yummy Fur-meets- 
Mad magazine. 


ANTHONY GOICOLEA 


Brooklynite Goicolea creates elabo- 
rate photographic and video tableaus 
that are multiple self-portraits; 
through costume, makeup, prosthet- 
ics and post-production alterations, 
he manufactures narratives where 
he’s interacting with multiple copies 


of himself, often as an adolescent. He 
examines child sexuality, identity and 
perverse perfection. For GENERATION, 
he’s showing different work: a neo- 
romantic bucolic video fantasy of 
what Crowston calls “a separate boy's 
colony, Lord of the Flies meets board- 
ing school, quite creepy depiction of 
adolescent battles with these beauti- 
ful young male models.” The work 
was commissioned for designer Thom 
Browne's Spring 2007 collection. 
Anthonygoicolea.com has almost 
everything done to date. The Thom 
Browne collection informing the work 
is at men.style.com/fashion/collec- 
tions/S2007 MEN/review/TBMEN. 


ELIZA GRIFFITHS 


The girls in Griffiths’ paintings have 
permanently erect nipples and camel 
toes, Warholian eye makeup, scrapes 
and bruises and trailer park attitude. 
Their aggression and vulnerability are 
simultaneously palpable as they play 
out.conflict and explore sexuality 
within their circumscribed worlds of 
endless summer holiday afternoons. 

Artengine.ca/elizagriffiths shows 
her other paintings. ‘ 


JUSTINE KURLAND 

The cover of M83's Dead Cities, Red 
Seas & Lost Ghosts album featured a 
Kurland piece. The New Yorker's pho- 
tographic work is informed by bucolic 
English romantic traditions. Her GEN- 
ERATION work features feral kids in 
school uniforms in wild landscapes far 
away from adult and urban worlds. 
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Miandn.com/artists/justinekurland 
has images from different series. 


KYLA MALLETT 


Vancouver-based Mallett returned to 
her old BC high school to interview 
current students. She photographed 
them in their local hangout and 
mounted these images alongside a 
standard questionnaire they each 
filled out. Her revealing portraits are 
somewhere between yearbook and 
Facebook. She also collected, pho- 
tographed and enlarged genuine 
notes exchanged between girls, fos- 
silizing the particular bravado 
fronting for insecurity in vibrant rain- 
bow marker hues. 

Catrionajeffries.com/c_past_0402_a 
ca.html has an interview Of Mallett by 
a fellow artist who curated a show 
from this body of her work. 


ALEX MORRISON 


A video loop of a skateboarder ripping 
his way through an empty/abandoned 
house is a work Morrison created that 
brings together his love of architectural 
spaces and skate culture. It’s simulta- 
neously haunting and gleeful. 
Young-germany.de. Enter Morri- 
son’s name in the “search” field to 
reach an article detailing the transi- 
tion between his first and second 
loves (“A skateboarder’s life, an 
artist's mind") in an online European 
youth-culture magazine. 


DEMIAN PETRYSHYN 


A couple years ago, the Edmonton- 


born artist (currently at the Banff Cen- 
tre) recorded a long stint playing the 
online multiplayer roleplaying game 
World of Warcraft with his younger 
brother in their parents’ home. For 
GENERATION, Petryshyn recreates 
that experience, plunking his parents 
couch in front of three televisions 
one showing his play, another run- 
ning his brother's and the third show 
ing the WoW game itself. Petryshyn is 
trying to recreate the dynamic 
between his sibling and himself at a 
time when they barely communicated 
outside the game world while only a 
couch away from each other. The 
ideas of mediated communication, 
avatar representation, virtual commu- 
nities and “devalued” pop culture 
underpins his installation. 

Worldofwarcraft.com has an FAQ 
The Wikipedia entry offers sociologi- 
cal context, including real-world use- 
fulness. 


JEREMY SHAW 


Crowston encountered Shaw in the 
research for another AGA show, but 
his multimedia projects didn’t quite fii 
thematically. (She jokes she put 
together GENERATION for his pieces.) 
The Vancouver-based musician and 
artist has two pieces based on 
club/rave/party culture and an illu 
sionistic multimedia installation ques- 
tioning the “fantasy” of teenage 
violence. “It's every teen’s fantasy to 
blow something up, but it’s usually a 
feeble attempt at destruction,” he 
explains. “There was a real overreac- 
tion post-Columbine—fantasy too, the 
demonization of any deviation,’ 
which Shaw experienced firsthand: he 
was arrested after he had enlisted two 
teens in his original project to draw 
on blueprints and fill out an Anar 
chist’s Cookbook form. The artifacts of 
police confiscation of his materials 
are now part of the show. “It wasn't 
my intention, but it sure legitimized 
the work,” he laughs. 

Circlesquare.ca is Shaw's musica! 
alias (download the awesome Christ 
mas song). His MySpace page is undet 
the same moniker. 


JANET WERNER 


The chalky, opaque colours sit heavily 
on Werner’s endearingly innocent 
portraits, which have an ethereal, 
dreamy quality to them. They speak to 
the private inner space of wistful 
teenage girls, the places in their 
minds they retreat to live their idyllic 
fantasy lives. One of Werner's GENER 
ATION pieces is melancholic, under- 
scoring the loneliness of an entirely 
fictional, internal world—and making 
the viewer question what drove the 
teenager to create such a bleak and 
heavy retreat—but other paintings 
have animal companions for her girls 
a puppy in one, a colt in another 
These embrace a longing for nurtur- 
ing that can seem almost perverse al 
times. Her intense, overly pretty 
colour palettes are strangely reminis- 
cent of Douglas Sirk’s teary melodra- 
mas and her blocks of flat colour 
recall vintage paint-by-numbers kits - 
Lux.ca/art/werner/index.htm 
shows a variety of work from series 


- not in this show. v 


JY NG / ny @veoweni ca 

=y-she looming block of concrete 
and glass stands undisturbed 
. by what exists nearby. A com- 
paratively small statue, barel 
noticeable, memorializing the 1967 
police killing’ of student protester 
Benno Of rg, sits solemnly on 
the edge of a photograph that is 
obviously dominated by The German 
Opera House. Taken on a rare sunny 
and deserted morning last summer in 
the district of Potsdamer Platz, the 
photograph at once contains and re- 
imagines the visible and invisible 
traces that remain from the events 
leading up to 1977's period of state 
crisis in the former Federal Republic 
of Germany. 

Allen Ball and Kimberly Mair’s 
project “The German Autumn in 
Minor Spaces,” part of curator Mar- 
cus Miller's small exhibit, reconfig- 
ures public urban landscape in the 
postwar cities of Berlin, Kassel and 
Stuttgart, as ripe with paradoxically 
loaded yet unmarked sites of memory 
and monument. The photograph cri- 
tiques the public art initiative on the 
site of the German Opera House of an 
event that is largely considered to be 
the watershed moment for the urban 
guerilla movement that pushed the 


State and its people into chaos. Their, 


use of photography as document at 
once mummifies the forgotten and 
sealed historical issues into the 
everyday accessible, and in'so doing 
opens up our interaction with public 
Space as a site for multiple experi- 
ences based on the relations of 
knowlgdge and presence. 

Mair has been researching the Red 
Army Faction and urban guerilla war- 
fare as part of her Doctoral candidacy 
in Sociology at the U of A. Joined by 


Building on 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

rawing’s the humblest of 
D mediums and the foundation 

of nearly all the rest of them, 
but has wide interpretive latitude. 
The contemporary definition centres 
around the idea of process-oriented 
markmaking, created with intent, 
each building on what came before. 
Materials don’t matter so much as 
approach—creating a drawing is a 
constant renegotiation in a way 
that’s immediate and organic, an 


approach that tends to distinguish it _ 


from painting by a looser, less for- 
mal feel, often rendering a more 
intimate experience. It’s like the Zen 
koan of visual art. 

Three years ago, Joan Greer and 
Helen Gerritzen launched a curatorial 
exploration of drawing at the U of A, 
calling for submissions from graduate 
students throughout the Department 
of Art and Design (where Greer is 
Associate Chair of Graduate Studies 
and Research and Associate Profes- 
SOL, -of Art, Design, and Visual 
Culture, 2 id Gerritzen is an instructor 
in drawing). The AGA offered a home 


visual artist Ball this past summer, the 
two traced out their photographic car- 
tography as urban researchers docu- 


menting seemingly small and invisible 
landmarks. 
“Being present within the spaces 


=/SMALL 


we photographed was alienating, 

because they seemed smaller than 
they were in our imaginations,” Mair 
shares. “Nevertheless, sometimes we 
felt debilitated within them. Viewing 
the images in their exhibition- ready 
configuration has a starker alienat- 
ing impact than that of being pres 

ent. Vertigo might describe the 
experience of seeing the images 
now, because they confront us as 
familiar but haunting alibis. There is 
something threatening about their 
imposition on our memories of these 
spaces that have multiple existences 
for us, too." 


REITERATING that personal experi 


ences are shaped by both biography 
and collective cultural memory, “The 
German Autumn in Minor Spaces” 
asks viewers to investigate, to get in 
close to the work and question the 
larger issues of culture in public 
spaces. While Mair and Ball have 
already been accepted into the Art in 
Public Spaces conference at NYU this 
May, their project will be part of The 
Art Gallery of Alberta's “small” exhibi- 
tion running Jan 18 - Mar 24 

Alberta-based artists Bonnie Fan, 
Shane Krepakevich, Craig Le Blanc 
and Harold Pearse round out their 
idea of scale in the inaugural exhibi- 
tion in the newly minted RBC New 
Works Gallery. Curator Miller 
explains that the exhibit will be an 
obtuse understanding of small, play- 
ing with scale and notions of small 
rather than presenting nano-sized 
works of art. 

There are the statician’s drawings 


all is bigger than you'd think 


tomantic renderings of highly person- 
al cartographic exactitudes with the 
cold precision of a scientist. (These 
works are completely sep 
his window installation, which kicks 
off another new exhibition Space in 
the AGA). Fan, who along with 
Krepakevich exhibited in last sprin 
The Apartment Show, gives us av 
into the lives of birds. Impressed 
Fan’s miniscule works 
den in the deserted mailbox 
The Apartment Show, Miller v 
see what the artist would do 
theme, resulting in a series of 
rate bird houses intensif 
down perspective. | 
Calgary's Craig Le Blanc b 
trademark high s 
scaled-down co 
are at once a specter of space and 
overwhelming presence of lia 
form. As the largest work by far in the 
room, the scale of small is evidently a 
relative term. $ 

And expressing the concept that is 
at the heart of this exhibition are 
Pearse’s columns of personal sketch- 
books. Containing the daily drawings 
of his past 20 years, the 30 to 40 
sketchbooks are stacked as a measure 
of one man’s artistic life. A s 
that may seem relative to the riinnbér 
of sketchbooks ever filled, the pres- 
ence of accumulation remains one of 
the greatest gestures in scope. v 
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a theme, grad students are Re-Drawing the Line 


2 |RE-DRAWING 
THE LINE 


for the show, and Greer and Gerritzen 
went to work, conducting intensive 
studio visits and working with.stu- 
dents to strengthen their contribu- 
tions and ensure their animating 
ideas were fully expressed in artist 
statements. 

Markmaking was at the heart of 
the inaugural show, which was well 
received and succeeded in broaden- 
ing dialogue around the medium. The 
AGA invited them back the following 


- year, and Greer and Gerritzen gave 


the second drawing show a different 
emphasis, focusing on visual repre- 
sentation of information. 

“We're building on the work we 
did before,” Greer states of Re- 
Drawing the Line, this year's title, 
which handily encapsulates the 
theme. “It’s another conceptual 
direction. We’re looking at it in a 


formal sense—the line within a 
drawing. It’s also disciplinary 
boundaries. This year, we have stu- 


ON THE COVER 


dents from design and industrial 
design, so we're seeing students 
from all the programs.” 


VIRTUALLY ALL THE PIECES in the show 


extend the meaning and challenge the 
viewer to keep looking for new 
strands of interpretation—a video 
work inverts a timeline of decay, 
bringing a chronological dimension to 
the show. A visual communications 
student diagrams how to knot a neck- 
tie, step-by-step—the tie itself is a 
line, manipulated into a Windsor 
while the linear flow of information 
captures another meaning. Some 
lines are entirely free of any sub- 
stance at all: a recent graduate etched 
abstracted topographical information 
onto plexi and mounted it out from 
the wall, so her lines are shadows 
while a large white minimalist piece 
of vertical lines of taut string thread 
induces vertigo by backing it with a 
two-dimensional panel of drawings of 
white string. Of course, more tradi- 
tional markmaking, representational 
or not, is also present in the show. 
“We were also reaching for the 
inclusion of lines as in text,” Greer 
adds. The show has plenty of text—for 
the first time, this year’s project Is 
immortalized in a catalogue. v 
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WIR mclennan has the white stuff 


MARSHALL WATSON / marshall@vueweekly.com 

f you ask rob mclennan, the cur- 
[= writer-in-residence at the Uni- 

versity of Alberta, what his 
second-favourite colour is, he’ll tell 
you that it’s “some combination of red 
and blue”; if you ask him which safari 
animal he would most like to be, the 
answer will be “hyenas—laughter 
without responsibility.” Do not, how- 
ever, ask rob mclennan how one 
becomes a writer-in-residence. He 
doesn't know. He kind of fell into the 
position with less than two weeks of 
notice after another unnamed writer 
dropped out at the last minute. 

“This is the longest I've been away 
home, and in one place, in my whole 
life,” he exclaims excitedly. And he is, 
in fact, genuinely excited to be here. 
The position entails spending 10 per 
cent of his time as an on-campus con- 
sultant to students, staff and the gen- 
eral public, reading drafts for WRITE 
298 students and the like. The rest of 
his time is spent as it would be back 
home in Ottawa—writing, which he 
does a lot of. He is the author of 14 
collections of poetry, has published 
fiction, criticism and poetry in over 
200 publications and, since being 
here, has completed and published his 
very first novel, white, through 
Ontario-based Mercury Press, 


THE LYRIC FICTION tirat makes up white 


is reminiscent of early Michael 
Ondaatje and Sheila Watson, who 
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herself used to teach at the U of A, 
and whom mclennan admits to read- 
ing a lot of lately. 

“Iwhite] might not completely look 
like, or do, exactly what a traditional 
novel does; some of the pages are 
half blank,” mclennan admits. “But it 
still tells a narrative story, if only in a 
slightly different way.” To clarify, if 
what mclennan understands as a tra- 
ditional novel is, say, lane swimming 
at your community pool, white is 
splashing through the wading pool in 
the park outside. 

The novel tells the story of P and H, 
newlyweds recently returned from 
their honeymoon. Their first date was 
defined by walking on the beach, eat- 
ing pomegranates amidst the smell 
wildflowers and shortbread, but those 
memories quickly become nothing 
more than history, a “place from 
which to move.” P’s new life, she 
quickly realizes is empty, like her Tup- 
perware, and she abruptly leaves H 
and moves back in with her mother— 
who acts as though she had never left 
in the first place. And it is there, sur- 
rounded by memories and uncertainty 
in a home that is at the same time 
completely the same and altogether 
different, that we, along with P find 


BOOKS 


ourselves reaching a powerful and 
unexpected conclusion. 

The writing throughout white is 
dense and beautiful, often coming in 
short bursts, navigating P simultane- 
ously though an obscure and irretriev- 
able past and an ever-changing 
unknown future. In the end, the puz- 
zle remains incomplete—P still does- 
n’‘t know where she is meant to be or 
what she is meant to do with herself. 
But as she wades through her uncer- 
tainty, struggling to understand love 
what “home” really means and the 
fragmented reflection of her father 
when she looks in the mirror, we 
begin to understand how a beautiful 
and powerful connection exists even 
while the puzzle pieces are apart. 

Like P, rob mclennan can go home 
again, and he will sometime at the 
end of this semester. But until then he 
is definitely making the most of his 
time here. He is currently working on 
another book of poetry, creative fic- 
tion and two more novels. He has 
also brought his Factory Reading 
Series to Edmonton as well. Tem- 
porarily renamed the Factory (West) 
Reading Series, it has been running in 
Ottawa under mclennan’s guidance 
since 1995. The Edmonton version 
takes place once a month at the Black 
Dog featuring prominent local and 
national authors (dates, details, more 
lower-case spelling and much more 
writing by rob mclennan can be found 
at robmclennan.blogspot.com). ¥ 
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A Hunger for a different kind of story 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

ot to sound too disrespectful 

to anyone who's suffered 

from one, but artistic explo- 
rations of eating disorders tend to be 
about as appealing as chewing razor 
blades. There's something about the 
Subject that brings out the earnest, 
didactic worst in people, leading to a 
bunch of plays and movies and tv 
specials with the sole goal of getting 
teens to talk about their feelings 
afterwards, if only by boring them to 
tears. 

Vanessa Sabourin, director of 
Hunger Striking understands this. 
Which is why she wouldn't be doing 
the play, about a high school teacher 
who must confront her own anorexic 
past after one of her students starves 
herself to death, if it shared anything 
more than a common theme with 
your typical anorexia exposé. 

“When I was looking for plays to 
do and I read the synopsis on the 
back and saw the word ‘anorexia,’ I 
was a little unsure: I didn’t really 
want to read another kind of ‘Woe is 
me,’ after-school-special play,” 
Sabourin explains. “But [playwright 
Kit Brennan] never goes anywhere 
near that, and she brings so much 
into the story: the Irish mythology, 
and exploring the Suffragettes, and 
sO Many great ideas. After I read, for 
days I just couldn't get it out of my 
head, there was so much to think 
about.” 


SABOURIN IS HOPING Hunger Striking 
will provide nuance and depth to 
-more than just eating disorders, 
though. The play marks the inaugu- 
ral production of The Maggie Tree, 
the company Sabourin founded with 
Star Kristi Hansen—Amber Borostik 
rounds out the two-woman show— 
in the hopes of increasing the oppor- 
tunities for women in Edmonton's 
theatre community. She doesn’t 
want Maggie Tree to be just another 
female-centred company though: for 
Sabourin, the focus is not only on 
women creating, but on trying to 
bust out the ghetto that women-cen- 
tric plays can sometimes find them- 
selves trapped in. 

“I really wanted our first produc- 
tion to be a human story more than 
anything,” says Sabourin. “Some- 
times things that focus on women 
sort of get pushed, well, not to the 
side, but they become ‘women’s 
issues’—especially if it’s about 
something like anorexia, which is 


WES CPSU 
HUNGER STRIKING 
DIRECTED BY VANESSA SABUAN 

WRITTEN BY AT RENAN 

STARRING KRIST HANSE, AMBER BOROSTI 
LMIG ROOM PLAYHOUSE 1915-16 AVE 
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sort of stereotypically thought of as 
something that happens to women. 

“Even if it did only happen to 
women, though, what about that 
isn’t a human story?” she adds. “The 
issues behind it—social acceptance 
and self-image and things like that— 
those are pretty human concerns; I 
think pretty much everyone, man or 
woman, can relate to those.” 

As for exactly why that sort of 
thinking persists, even in a commu- 
nity as understanding and open as 
the artistic one tends to be, Sabourin 
doesn’t have any firm answers, but 
she knows it’s not going to change 
unless people work at it. 

“I'm not exactly sure, but part of 
the reason, I think, is that we have 
trouble thinking of our own stories 
as worthy: we can become second- 
ary characters in our own stories, 
which I've actually done a few times 
when I've wrote,” she explains. “I 
think, though, if we listen to our- 
selves a bit better, and don’t focus 
on them necessarily as women’s sto- 
ries, but as stories, period, we'll 
change that—slowly but surely.” w 


EXPLOSIVE ACTION 
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Edmonion Drillers vs. Calgary United FC. 
For tickets call 464-2273 or visit 
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If we're to take his testaments at face 
value, it would seem that the rather 
strange Russian writer known as Daniil 
Kharms was born twice. Actually, make 
that three times. Mmm... okay, maybe 
four. He emerged from the womb four 
months ahead of schedule. His father, 
very concerned that the child should be 
born precisely on New Year's Day, was so 
enraged with this premature arrival that 
he pushed the boy back in the womb. 
When next little Daniil entered the world 
he was immediately placed in an incuba- 
tor. Was his eventual emergence from the 
incubator his final, proper birth? Or was it 
many years later, when, drawing upon the 
English words “charms” and “harms,” the 
adult Daniil adopted the surname by 
which we refer to him? 

The entire notion of face value is ques- 
tioned tirelessly throughout the work of 
Daniil Kharms. A literary artist and fixture 
of the salons aligned with a number of 
radical movements, he was a devout ter- 
rorist in the battle against causality and 


common sense. By the time you've read _ 


just a handful of his mostly very short, 
Spare, often cruel and poetic texts, his 
words have so effectively cleansed the 
imagination’s palate that each new 
phrase seems to invent the world one 
object at a time, giving birth to it piece by 
piece like some baffled, amnesiac God 
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trying to familiarize Himself with ea, hana 
every tool in his workshop. 

Kharms sought not ambiguity buts) 
certain aesthetic “correctness” ,; . 
could only be achieved through 4, 
destructive mastering of language. ,,, 
with the consistent insertion o( ome 
sort of error to set his proposed try! 
Stark relief. Nevertheless, certai, 


. Indeed a rare thing in Kharms’ yw, ld 


view. And he did indeed live in paj; 
larly uncertain times. The one thing We 
do know for sure is that D; ii 
Kharms—or at least the man boy, 
Daniil Yuvachev—starved to c: ith ir 
the psychiatric ward of a Soviet ho Dita 
during the siege of Leningrad havin, 
only ever seen his children’s prose p,) 
lished in his lifetime. He was 2¢ And 
apparently, he hated children. 


FREQUENTLY, IF QUITE MISLEADI\giy 
linked to the Absurdists and thei, \, 
Kharms is very much the sort of wrijo 
should have discovered in my te 
when my appetite for forthright non 
sense and heroic madness was probably 
at its all-time peak. {'m only now aways 
of him thanks to the recent publicatio 
of Today | Wrote Nothing: The Selec; 
ed Writings of Daniil Kharms (Oye; 
look/Duckworth, $35), a supe 
introduction to Kharms’ work edited a) 
translated by Matvei Yankelevich 

Chains of destruction proliferate. {ny 
“Events,” a man dies from glutt 
another from bad news, a woman perish 
es after falling from a cupboard, children 
drown in a pond, an old woman tal 
drinking and wanders the highway 
other pieces people disappear into 
woods or even one body part at a time 
Reading these works as having \ 
written in defiance of Stalinist purges is 
tempting, interesting in its own right, bui 
also limiting: Kharms’ imaginings are too 
wild and resonant to be contained pur: 
within their political context. 

The darkly compelling, very funny, and 
altogether remarkable story “The 
Woman,” conveys a strong sense of th: 
diverse forms of dream logic Kharm 
employs. An old woman enters the house 
of the protagonist and dies, or rather 
seems to die, upsetting his plans to write, 
to pursue a budding romance, to simply 
relax in his home. He fears that he’ 
death, thought owing nothing to any 
action of his, will be blamed on him, per 
haps because he loathes her so. In this 
and other works, Kharms shares some 
thing with Kafka in his chilling distib! 
tion of guilt. 

Kafka, and even more so Gogol are 
perhaps the writers most readily compa 
rable to Kharms. Though, in terms of his 
troubling equations of cause and effec! 
of things appearing and disappearing, ©! 
things living and dying—see “Father and 
Daughter” for a haunting example—on? 
could argue he outdoes both of them. He 
reveals both the humour and the wonde' 
in things that fail to fully materialize, '° 
events that disrupt order only to pass b 
and be shrugged off. There is always ths 
fear of proceeding, of ambition itsel— 
the world is so dangerous, after all. Its ° 
terrifying perspective that feels more '@2! 
the more it screws with our agreed-upo' 
reality. It’s like what Kharms himse!’ 
promises at the end of one of the pieces 
included here: “You'd laugh like it wes 
the end of the world.” w 


" et Ave (482- 
‘10am-5pm © Introducing art- 
es Corbett and Jane Everett, with Emestine 
di, Jarry Heine, tan Rawlinson, Gordon Harper, and 
Greg Edmonson * Until Jan. 31 


icra ° 
THE: {2007 Alberta Craft Awards; 


. 


until Feb, 16 * CONTAINED-PROTECTION OR PRISON: 
“until Apt. 19 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
\dscape paintings by Doug Downey, and 
artworks by Kari Duke, Fran Heath, 
json Argy-Burgess, Sharon Moore-Foster, and Buddy 
Kennedy * Until Jan, 31 . 


J (OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm 
© Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
3:30pm) * GENERATION: Featuring 9 contemporary North 
American atfists whose work incorporates the images, 
ideals and North American youth; Jan. 18- 
Mar 24 _ Atistic responses to our sense of bal- 
ance, ‘andi seal; Jan. 18-Mar. 24 « WINDOW 

‘Shane Krepakevich focuses on the history 
and polities of nt store window displays using 
the historic 102 St. windows of the former Bay depart- 
ment store; Jan. 18-Mar. 24 © RE-DRAWING THE LINE: 
‘Artworks from the U of A's graduate studios; Jan. 18-Feb. 
17; Uy ene ee 18(7-Spm) * FH. 


THE LIGHT: Portraits by one of 


the Group of Seven, until Feb. 17 All Day Saturdays: 
Jan. 18 {1-4pm); artist talk: (2pm) * Members free; $10 
{adultl/$7 (senior/student}; $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and 
under/$20 {family-2 adults, 4 children) 


iB STUDIO GALLERY 3 Fl, 10217-106 St (423- 

9 * Open Thu (5-8pm) or by appointment 
* 11404 Artworks by Monica Pitre, Gillian Willans, 
Andrea Pinheiro and guests * Until Jan. 17 


(CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 

_ (461-3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-Gpm; Sat: 10am-Spm * Group 
‘show featuring artworks by the artist members; until Feb. 
15 « Jazz’Art Concert: Jacques Martel, Doris Charest, 
Susan Woolgar, Lucie Tettamente, and Herman Poulin will 
be painting to jazz music; Sat, Jan. 26 (7:30pm), $30 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY Main Fl Atrium, 
‘Enterprise Square, 10230 Jasper Ave (780-492-9128) © 
Open: ? days a week 7am-Tipm © WAITE/PRINT: 
Collaborations between creative writing and printmaking 
students from the Faculty of Arts at the U of A; until Feb. 
2) © ESIGN INTERCHANGE Desigh works by students 
@d staff in design studies at the department of Art and 
‘Design at the U of A: until Feb. 20 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Ans 
‘Building, 142 St, 88 Ave (492-2081) Open Tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm, Sat © SKIN: Walter Jule, Selected Works, 
‘988-2008 * Until Jan. 26 © Closing reception: Thu, Jan. 
+24 (7-\0pm) ® Public presentation: Thu, Jan. 24 (5-8pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 Whyte 
Ave ® Artworks by Tom Yorkes * Until Jan. 31 


rane AU ot A! and Collections Services, 
Main TELUS Conte for Pofseionl Development, 
Vota (492-5834) ¢ WE ARE WHAT WE 

3 fs University of Alberta as Told 
Featuring clothing and textiles from 
the lection ® Jan, 21-Mar. 2 


iL EY A. MILNER 2 
‘ ee ie 


‘by Darren Gust * Until Jan. 30 


mouse 0215.12 St (426-4180) # Open 
(ae Main Gallory: 
DIG DIALECTS AND 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-20 St (479-8424) 
pretluert 9;30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm © CHAS 
|S ART FAIR: Artworks by gallery artists, ceramic art col- 
lectables from Clay Works by Heather Goldminc * JOHN- 
GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) © Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-5pm * ALBERTA OIL 
PAINTER'S STUDIO: Paintings by artists-in-residence Susan 
Abma, Susan Box, David Brooks, Shairi Honey, Margaret 
Klappstien, Tracey Mardon, Anne McCormick, Cindy Revell 
LATITUDE 53 10248-1065 St (423-5353) * Open Mon-Fri 


10am-Gpm; Sat noon-Spm * ProjEx Room: LAND 
REPRODUCTION: Artworks in progress by Megann 


Christensen ® Main Space: SONIC CUBES: Arworks 
Catherine Bechard and Sabin Hudon © Until Feb. 9 i 
‘THE LOFT GALLERY A.J, Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park (449-4443) * Open Thu 


-5-9pm; Sat 10am-4pm ¢ ABSTRACTS: Artworks by the 


members of the Art Society of Strathcona C 
Until Feb. 29 id aaah 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) « 
TOWARDS SEEING EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted 
Kerr * Until Feb. 2 © Artist talk: Process / While 
Trying to See with Ted Kerr and moderator Amy Fung; 
Thu, Jan. 24 (7pm) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm © 
FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings by Pam 
Wilman, Adeline Rockett, Sophia-Podryhula-Shaw, and 
Donna Miller * Until Feb. 10 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open 
Mon-Sat10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * NIKKEI 
(Japanese—Canadian): Masks and dolls by Marjene- 
Matsunaga Turnbull and Miya Tumbull; Jan. 19-Feb, 22; 
opening reception: Sun, Jan, 20 (1-3:30pm) * Dining 
Room Gallery: Meadolark Painters; until Feb. 7 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. 
Albert (459-1528) # PRINCESS LOUISE-A WOMAN OF 
SUBSTANCE: An exhibit about Princess Louise Alberta, 
the daughter of Queen Victoria and namesake of our 


province * Until Feb. 17 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 
Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; 
Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-8pm # Artworks by Brian 
Mills © Until Feb. 1 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378- 
0240) © Original paintings by gallery artists ¢ JN THE 
WOODS-ARTISTIC RAMBLINGS IN THE ROCKIES: 
Paintings by Lynne Huras; Jan. 17-Feb. 3; opening recep- 
tion, artist in attendance: Thu, Jan. 17 (6-9pm); also fea- 
turing a booksigning by Joe Pavelka, author of Ned: The 
Story of Bear Six Nine Three (illustrated by Lynne Huras) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 


* (455-7479) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Artworks by 


Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von Tiesenhausen, 
David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Jonathan 
Forrest, David Alexander 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St(702-7522) * Open 


Tue-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment # LIFTED: 
Artworks by Darryl Boldt ¢ Until Feb. 28 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) * WINDOWS; Artworks by Terry Reynoldson; 
until Feb. 29 ¢ ArVentures: Stained Glass Window Art; 
Sat, Jan. 19; 1-4pm for children 6-12 


THE RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave (498-1984) © 
Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * Closed over Christmas * 3 
RIVERS-THE ARNO, THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN AND 
THE PEMBINA: Large oil paintings by Christ! Bergstrom 
with smaller paintings # Until Jan. 31 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (426- 
4035) * URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm © WINTERSCAPES: Winter landscapes by 
Gerald Faulder, Doris McCarthy, Wendy Wacko, Hilary 
Prince, and abstract painters Marianne Watchel, Douglas 
Haynes, and others ® Until Jan. 29 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue 
Sat 12-5pm © Main Gallery: OUR PARTICLES ARE IN 
MOTION: Printworks by Patrick Bulas based on looking at 
theoretical phenomena in scientific journals as well as 
his personal experience * Until/Feb, 23 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove (962-0664) « FROM THE HEART: Artworks by 
Dianna Hanna * Until Jan. 26 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open 
Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-Bpm, Sat 10am-Spm * RECESSES: 
Paintings by Daniel vanHeyst * Until Jan, 26 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) 
¢ MAGIC PLANET: Real time weather and seismic data; 
daily * FOOD FOR HEALTH: opens Jan. 26 (11am) * 
LOAFING AROUND-THE SCIENCE OF BREAD: opens Jan. 
26 (Sat, Sun, holidays, 11am) * THE ALPS IN IMAX: 
Daily; also playing Dinosaurs Alive! and Hurricane on the 
Bayou 

TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open Tue-Sat 
Oam-5pm; Thu 10am-8pm * S/T DOWN AND PUT YOUR 
FEET UP: Featuring Chairs and stools by Canadian arti- 
sans * Jan, 19-31 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © MAEL- 
‘STROM: Artworks by Eugenia Castenada * Until Feb. 16 
URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) * COL- 
LECTION: Artworks by Oksana Movchan * Until Feb. 2 
THE WORKS GALLERY 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) 
‘© Open Mon-Fri 12-Spm,* DISCOMBOBULATION: 
Paintings by Kevin Friedrich # Until Feb. 8 © Closing 
reception: Thu, Feb. 7 (6-9pm) 


————E—E————E EE aaa 


LITERARY 
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CATALYST THEATRE 8529-103 St (431-1750) * Coast 
to Coast to Coast-On the Road with Two Poets 


Laureate: Neilsen Glenn and Walsh will read with 
Edmonton Poet Laureate Ted Blodgett and past Poet 
Laureate Alice Major ¢ Jan. 21 (8pm) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7901-115 St (454-8287) * Olive 
Reading Series: Launch of Booty: Hurricane Jane, and - 
Typhoon Mary, a collaborative book of poetry by Brea 
Burton and Jill Hartman * Jan. 22 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2 

© WOW-Wired on Words: We all have cei 4 we 
Say, amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative 
writing process quide you into self-discovery # 
Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelgo- 
odbewellin2007@gmail.com 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 1209-86 Ave (422-8174) * The 
Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series pre- 


sented by Stroll of Poets * Every Man night (7pm) « 
$5 (door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4995) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat 
(8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm). 
Wacky Wednesday; $5 * Jamie Hutchinson; Jan. 17-19 
* Tim Koslo; Jan. 24-26 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) « Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Hit or Miss Mondays 
* Altemative Comedy Night: Tue, Jan. 22 * Paul 
Mecurio, Sean Lecomber, and Shawn Gramiak; until Jan, 
20 * Sugar Sammy, Dawn Dumont, Keith Saranoski, 
and Sean Thompson; Jan. 23-27 


“JUBILEE AUDITORIUM © Stand-up comdian, George 
Carlin in concert # Thu, Jan. 17 (8pm)  $56-$69 at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


THE LAUGH SHOP (YUK YUK'S) Londonderry Mall , 
6606-137 Ave (481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm * Tuesday Amateur Night followed by 


. professional headliner * Wednesday Comedy Challenge 


© Mike Bullard in concert with Tyler Hawkins, and 
Andrew Grose; Jan. 17-19 


THEATRE 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Music By Alan Menken, 
lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, book by Linda 
Woolverton, directed by Bob Baker, and starring John 
Ullyatt as Lumiére * Jan. 19-Feb. 24 


THE CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL 31d Space, 11516- 
103 St; and Timms Centre for the Arts 2nd Playing 
Space, 112 St, 87 Ave (420-1757) # Timms Centre: 
Fish Eyas by Anita Majumdar on Tue, Jan. 22 (8pm), 
Thu, Jan. 24 (9:30pm), Sat, Jan 26 (2pm) * Water by 
Kenneth Brown on Thu, Jan. 24 (7pm), Fri, Jan. 25 
{9:30pm), Sat, Jan. 26 (6pm) * The Misfit by Anita 
Majumdar cn Wed, Jan. 23 (7pm), Fri, Jan. 25 (7pm), 
Sat, Jan 26 (8:30pm) # 3rd Space: Hamiet (solo) inter- 
preted by Raoul Bahenja on Wed, Jan. 23 (noon), Thu, 
dan 24 (7:30pm) © The Cloisteron Wed, Jan. 23 
(8:30pm), Fri, Jan. 25 (7pm), Sat, Jan. 26 (2pm) * 
Festival passes: $56 (adult)/$36 (student/senior); single 
tickets: $18 (adult)/$14 (student/senior); advance tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) ¢ On Hysteria Lane the houses, 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at 
life behind the walls of a gated, bedroom community 
where affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue, 
food and deception exist * Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) 
* Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 


HOCKEY STORIES FOR BOYS Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 
St (453-2440) ¢ Azimuth Theatre presents George 
Szilagyi’s humorous and heart-warming story of aman, 
down on his luck, who decides to take a run at the 
Stanley Cup; directed by Steve Pirot * Jan. 15-27 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 
10610-100 Ave (297-3675) © Image Theatre's monthly 
reading series * Last Monday each month {7pm door, 
8pm show) # Pay-what-you-can {suggested donation $5) 


MACGREGOR'S HARD ICE CREAM AND GAS 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434-5564) Shadow 
Theatre presents this humourous play about lost souls 
{eaming to bury the past and move on * Jan. 23-Feb. 10 
Preview, Jan. 23: $10/Opening night: 
$22/Weeknights/Sun matinees: $19 (adult)/$16 (stu- 
dent/senior); Weekends: $22 (adult}/$19 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS 3rd Space, 11516-103 St 
(477-5955/420-1757) * Workshop West Theatre * This 
hilarious and heartbreaking production by Collin Doyle 
features the Carlin family as they deal with grief the 
best way they can... a lot of beer, bickering and bond- 
ing * Until Jan. 20 (Tue-Sun 8pm) * $23 (adult)/$18 
(student/senior); tickets available at TIX on the Square, 
door 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) © The Euro-style variety spectacle, hosted by 
international glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli, featuring 
the talents of the Oh Susanna! Juggs Band and the 
Compania del Mambo * Sat, Jan 26 (11pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and com- | 
piled by Will Marks. Take a wild ride back to the swingin’ 
‘60s, celebrate the Twist. the Watusi, the British 
Invasion, the Beach Boys, Motown and the mini skirt * 
Until Feb. 17 © $59-$89 {buffet and show) 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL 
{492-1816} © Presented by the U of A Bookstores with 
Alberta Playwrights Network featuring guest playwrights, 
Frank Moher and Mansel Robinson * Free public read- 
ings every night at the Trans Alta Arts Barns (7pm) * 
Family event at the Trans Alta.Arts Barns; Sun, Jan. 20 
(2pm) * Free * Until Jan. 20; www.bookstore.valberta.ca 


OR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 17, 2008 
1. Radiohead — in Rainbows (tbd records) 
2. Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
3. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
4. \ron& Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
5 Colleen Brown - Foot In Heart (colleen brown) 
6. Rufus Wainwright - Does Judy At Camegie Hall (Geffen) 
7. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 
8. O.S.T.-I'm Not There (columbia), 
9. Compadres —- Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
10. Neil Young -Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
11.Sigur Ros - Hvart (x!) 
12.Gamet Rogers - Get A Witness Live (snow goose) 
13,Wu Tang Clan -8 Diagrams (loud) 
14.Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 
15.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
17. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 
18. MLA — Kala (xl) a 
19, Chip Taylor & Came Rodriguez —Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 
20.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
21.Mary Gauthier — Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
22. Dion— Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 
23, Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24. Buck 65 - Situation (wamer) 
95, Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
96. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) — 
27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
98. Stars - in Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
29. Mark Knopfler— Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 
30. Eddie Vedder- Into The Wild (j records) 


JUNO SOUNDTRACK 


“VARIOUS ARTISTS (RHINO) wi iy 


With talents such as The Kinks, Kimya 
Dawson, Buddy Holly, Sonic Youth and 
Cat Power. This Soundtrack was 
carefully put together to fully express 
the heartfelt comedy. | am excited 

to see this movie and after | gave 

the soundtrack a listening to that 
yearning was only elevated! Anyone 
want to.go see a movie? 

lll buy the popcorn! 


. 
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wave sure To FRIEND US at MYSPACE.COM/MEGATUNESEON 


~ 40355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Business and religion collide in Anderson’s masterful Bloo,) 


’ 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

pic in scale and theme while 
Fimisat in cast, Paul Thomas 

Anderson's There Will Be 
Blood, the writer/director’s fifth and 
finest feature, is something fiery and 
looming, controlled and eccentric, and 
fully deserving of the superlatives it 
continues to attract. Based, rather ten- 
uously, on prolific muckraker Upton 
Sinclair's 1927 novel Oil!, the film 
zeroes in from the start on a single, 
fascinating figure whom it will monitor 
for the entirety of its mesmerizing two- 
and-a-half hours, one Daniel Plain- 
view, a capitalist of fearsome, tireless 
ambition and great daring, seeking 
power for its own sake, setting upon a 
thrilling trajectory that will inevitably 
lead back to a hollow center. 

Set at the dawn of the 20th century, 
the shape of the still virginal Ameri- 
can frontier in There Will Be Blood is 
being dictated by pretty much the 
same forces that will dominate Amer- 
ican life at the dawn on the next: oil 
and religion. Perhaps we should add 
family into the mix. Rest assured the 
film’s title foreshadows the spilling of 
blood, but the place from which it 
springs is a wounded psyche where 
genuine blood ties are sorrowfully 
lacking in this tale of obscurely 
formed and violently broken families. 

The opening scenes are precarious- 
ly compelling. Plainview, solitary, with 
everything still ahead of him, is found 
burrowing deep into the earth, carv- 
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ing the first niche in his tunnel to hell. 
Ostensibly mining for silver, he strikes 
black gold. Soon after he’s seen work- 
ing his first derrick where a fatal 
injury to a co-labourer makes Plain- 
view the unexpected father to an 
orphaned infant. Years after that, we 
encounter Plainview the established 
oilman, his little boy HW beside him 
in dark suit and parted hair, the quiet, 
attentive partner in his father’s 
estimable enterprise. 


THE EXTENSIVE SEQUENCE that yields 


these developments sucks us into the 
tale with raw, muscular physicality, 
virtually no dialogue, and music pro- 
vided by Radiohead's Johnny Green- 
wood, alternately drawing tension to 
a single unnerving point or creating 
an ominous insectile flurry of activity 
with low strings. Rarely are so many 
components so much of a piece, the 
space and texture evoked in the pro- 
duction design by Jack Fisk (Days of 
Heaven) beautifully lining Anderson’s 
catalogue of striking images: the 
exploding geyser that blasts HW’s 
hearing away, the vast puddle of 
crude that reflects the desert sky, 
which itself represents the limit of 


Plainview’s potential wealth. While 
the barren landscape on display in 
There Will Be Blood might seem to 
limit Anderson’s palate, the film never 
falls short on arresting spectacle. 

The dramatic core takes hold with 
the coming of Paul Sunday, a goat 
farmer's son who approaches Plain- 
view one night to announce the dis- 
covery of oil on his father’s otherwise 
worthless hardscrabble. Plainview 
offers a trifling up front and Paul 
thence vanishes for the rest of the 
movie, only to be replaced by his far 
more imposing twin brother Eli once 
Plainview arrives on their land under 
false pretences. Plainview acquires 
the property for a song, but Eli, whose 
aspirations are to become a charis- 
matic preacher and founder of the 
Church of the Third Revelation, has 
Plainview’s number. A line is drawn in 
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the sand between these opponents, 
one representing business, the other 
religion, each eventually needing to 
align however uneasily with the other. 
Both Paul and Eli are played by the 
terrifically unlikely star Paul Dano, 
who made a distinct impression as 
the nihilistic teen in Little Miss Sun- 
shine. He has a girlish manner that 
props up the considerable rage he 
generates here as a slight, chinless 
youth easily underestimated. His Eli is- 
a talented performer, shaking the 
arthritis from an old lady’s shriveled 
hands and tossing invisible Satan out 
on his ass before an admiring rural 
congregation. He works himself into 
impressive fits of hysteria, which will 
pay off intriguingly in the film’s bravu- 
ra—if somewhat overcooked—finale. 


BUT THE FILM BELONGS to Daniel Day- 


a | 


Lewis, lording over the procee lino 
as the brilliant and monstrous p);,, 
view. I can’t come up with ano), 
actor who could do quite what p, 
Lewis has done here. Larger than jj, 
yet so very tangible a presence. jy 
Plainview has a sparkle of the dr, : 
er in his eye, and a lovingly protec; 
ruthlessness that only fully falls. , 
when he no longer has anyone |; 
convince, when accident and des; 
determine his absolute loneli, 
(Among these determining circ), 
stances is the arrival of a myster\.); 
half-brother, marvelously played | 
Kevin J O'Connor with the weathe; 
calm of a weary chameleon.) 
Perhaps the most impre 
aspect of Day-Lewis's performan 
lies in his voice, its folksy oratori 
nuances marked by an overt hom 
to the memorable modulations 
John Huston. And like Noah Cio 
Huston’s wondrously evil came 
Chinatown, Day-Lewis’s Plair 
has tethered himself like some ni 
proprietor to a natural resource. 1) 
hubris writ-large is a symb. 
American arrogance, avarice and 2 
sort of appalling beauty, a personality 
so grand and weirdly inviting, ever 
as it festers the basest of needs 
anyone can sell our earth's riche 
us as though he invented it ir 
basement workshop, it’s this uy 
And for the duration of There Wil! & 
Blood, we are his stunned, happil) 
bamboozled customers. w 


War gone wrong and war not being fought make for great docs 


DVDETECTIVE 


2) 
= 
S | arian clason 
i | dvdetective@weweetly.com 

The onslaught of DVD releases has meant 
a surge in films about human-rights abus- 
es, genocides and wars. A legion of inci- 
sive, hard-hitting docs about the war in 
Iraq has trooped onto shelves—docs that 
might have only got scant airtime on 
TV—and one of the best of them is the 
recent release No End In Sight. 

It's been nearly five years since the 
war began, and Charles Ferguson’s doc is 
as close to a behind-closed-doors, 
realpolitik account as we're likely to get, 
centred around interviews with officials 
who worked under Colin Powell or under 
Jay Garner in the first months of US occu- 
pation. It’s a remarkably cogent, still- 
appalling synthesis of the Bush 
administration's breezy, sloppy planning 
that led to the bloody disaster of today’s 
Iraq. (Perhaps all the more convincing 
since Ferguson himself, a political sci- 
ence scholar who made millions after 
selling a software company he co-found- 


ed to Microsoft, could probably only gen- 
erously be called a liberal.) 

Estimates of Iraqi civilian deaths are 
still unclear, though it’s in the hundreds of 
thousands, with dozens of corpses enter- 
ing the Baghdad morgue each day. What's 
abundantly clear is that President Bush 
didn't read at least one crucial report— 
not even the one-page executive summa- 
ry version of the report on Iraq by Robert 
Hutchings’ National Intelligence Council 
in 2004—and may not have been too 
involved in what Ferguson's documentary- 
essay argues were Paul Bremer’s three 
disastrous decisions as head of the CPA 
(Coalition Provisional Authority) 

The CPA—in charge of Iraq's recon- 
struction—took over from the ORHA 
(Office for Reconstruction and Humanitar- 
ian Assistance) in a matter of months, 
and the ORHA itself had only had two 
months to come together and plan the 
occupation of Iraq (60 years earlier, Amer- 
ican officials took 24 months to plan Ger- 
many’s post-war occupation). ORHA 
members found themselves without 
desks, phones, even proper offices once 
in Iraq, and not one of the 20 sites they 
recommended protecting after lraq’s 


takeover was protected. As museums and 
libraries were looted, only an oil refinery 
was guarded. 

No End In Sight persuasively argues 
that the seeds for lawlessness, civil strife, 
and resentment of the occupiers were 
sown in the first weeks, the US seen as 
committed to oil and uninterested in Iraqi 
culture, talking to Iraqis or simply letting 
people keep their jobs. Bremer foolishly, 
and with little consultation, stopped the 
formation of an Iraqi interim government, 
purged Hussein's Ba’ath party of all work- 
ers (though many were just trying to sur- 
vive in the repressive regime), and 
disbanded the Iraqi military, which put half 
a million men with guns on the streets, left 
weapons depots to be raided, and basical- 
ly kickstarted the insurgency. 

From the images of corpses, coffins, 
and burning buildings in Iraqi streets to the 
interviews with resigned and dismayed 
former military brass, what emerges is an 
absolute abomination of war-planning, a 
vicious neglect of the most basic consider- 
ations for Iraq's citizens, and a country 
taken over by men who had no military or 
post-war reconstruction experience, could- 
n't speak Arabic and had never been to 
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Iraq. The advice of top people in the CIA, 
military, and other organizations was often 
never solicited. 

The breadth of the bungling and depth 
of the incompetence would be unbeliev- 
able if it weren't all so candidly related — 
by Garner, some of Powell's staff, 
Ambassador Barbara Bodine, and oth- 
ers—and, by now, tragically obvious to 
anyone who watches the news. 


THE FORMER MARINE in The Devil 
Came On Horseback wants nothing 
more than a gun in his hand. He only has a 
camera to shoot off, and what lies in his 
sights are images so lacerating, so scar- 
ting, that they make Annie Sundberg and 
Ricki Stern’s account of Darfur through 
Brian Steidle’s helpless eyes a horrendous- 
ly important document of genocide. 
Steidle was an observer with the 
neutered African Union, and outsiders’ 
inaction only stagnated as the govern- 
ment-funded Arab militias—known as 
janjaweed—burned black Africans’ vil- 
lages, raped women and killed civilians. 
Bodies should never look like this: chil- 
dren's, women’s and men’s corpses 
charred to the bone, hacked apart, just 


lying there in scorched, bloody poses 

What more needs to be said, abou! 
Darfur or about this film? Steidle {eels 
almost voicelessly enraged, and hi 
efforts to raise consciousness back home 
to build support for a humanitarian inte! 
vention, seem to dissolve in a couni\ 
already weary of an utterly misguide’ 
war in Iraq. Moments when a refugee 
goes around a corner to cry, or Steidle 
finally breaks down after seeing the lime- 
preserved skeletons in a Rwanda geno 
cide memorial museum, are unspeakable 

Steidle's and the film's very concer ove! 
the ultimate impotence of a mere visual 
cataloguing of the janjaweed’s crimes 
demand that the viewer not just sees, 0" 
does. You can join the Save Darfur move 
ment, but there are other grassroots ideas 
to cling to. The only extra on the disc 's 2" 
account of Global Grassroots, an organl?* 
tion (that Steidle’s sister is a part of) whic" 
helps women who've been raped to us° 
the many small resources at their dispos2! 
the ingenuity and resourcefulness of thes? 
women who've been so used by viciol 
conflicts is remarkable and puts all the 
pathetic, halting efforts from outside 90." 
ernments to shame. w 


ost striking about 
lly Mann are her eyes. It’s 

ectly appropriate that a 
sr would have such pierc- 
too perfect almost, just as 
photos in the opening 
at Remains seem too 


id of Mreting. off-put- 
a moment that discomfits 
se of romance, that made 
mous. Her 1992 Immediate 
Family a threw her into the 
spotlight, but its intimate, natural pic- 
‘ Mann’s daughters with 
3 ; yollen face; the three 
children, naked from the waist up, 
“sianding together with a Kind of defi- 
ant, Tom Sawyer expression—also 
ignited controversy from the religious 

ght, blazing forth with accusations 
of 


How does one follow up such 
“backdoor celebrity,” as Mann puts it? 
Steven Cantor's doc, part of the 
entrancing Women Photographers 
on Film Festival at Metro this week- 
end (curated by Edmonton photo- 
artist Jill Watamaniuk), was years in 
the patient making—just like Mann's 
photography, which can involve her 
family modelling, stockstill, for her 
cameras for as long as six minutes— 
and follows Mann’‘s next artistic stage. 
(if What Remains has a fault, it’s that it 


FA JAN T@- MON JAN 21 (7PM 
WOMEN PHOTOGRAPHERS 
ON FILM 


CURATED BY JILL WATAMANILK 
FEATURING WHAT REMAINS, RINGL & PI, 
CONTACTS 2 & 3, TIERNEY GEARON 
METRO CINEMA, $10 

Jott 


FEM PHOTO 


doesn’t much explain Mann's old 
cameras and her shooting and devel- 
oping methods.) First she trains her 
eye on the landscape and then, after 
an escaped convict is shot dead on 
her property, focuses more and more 
on “the sanctification of land by the 
presence of death.” 

That's the most pretentious Mann 
ever sounds about her work. She’s 
remarkably articulate about her pho- 
tos, reflective and down-to-earth. 
She's well aware that her photos are 
particularly Southern in their romantic 
concerns with nature, decay and the 
past. But Mann’s interest in, and suc- 
cess in finding, an ineffable spirit in 
her photos—gauzy, ethereal, eerie 
black-and-whites—make What Remains 
a quiet, graceful meditation, and a 
meditation on not just the wondrous 
shock of life and the sobering call of 
death, but the strange, arresting beau- 
ty of photography itself. 


TIERNEY GEARON is from the genera- 


tion after Sally Mann, a generation of 
photographers that’s found favour with 
today’s “next big provocative thing” art 


“THE STU 


TRIUMP 


POWERFUL AND INSPIRING” 


ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


market, exemplified by the Turner 
Prize and its benefactor, Charles 
Saatchi. Puerile controversy swirled 
around Gearon, too, as her photos of 
her children—son Michael peeing, both 
daughter and son masked but other- 
wise naked on a beach—led to her 
being nearly charged under child porn 
laws in England. But she is less 
grounded than Mann. It is the camera 
that settles her, a camera she’s always 
snapping pics with—of her children, 
father, herself and, especially, as Jake 
Youngelson and Peter Sutherland's doc 
Tierney Gearon: The Mother Project 
tracks, her mother. 
Manic-depressive and schizo- 
phrenic, though manageably so, 
Gearon’s mother started to slip away 
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three generations of free-spirited, 
strong-willed women who circle 
around the echoing images of each 7 
other, seeing their foibles and bril- 
liant idiosyncracies. Tierney’s young 
daughter already realizes that her 
mother is taking photos to reassure 
herself that she won't become like 
“grandma.” Most touchingly, Tierney’s 
mother is her most profound support- 
er, loving every photo and noting that 
Tierney will, when she’s older, “see 
things in her pictures that she didn’t 
even see when she took them.” 


JUAN MANDELBAUM'S 1996 film Ring! 


& Pit covers the enduring friendship 
between Grete Stern and Ellen Auer- 


i lees 


KEATON 


from her marriage and Tierney when 
she was 12. Tierney worries about her 
own fitness as a mother as she clicks 
away, shooting Michael crying after his 
sister just kicked him or a bottled-water 
baptism of her new baby at a cemetery. 

In part because of her wild, grey- 
haired mother, though—a fascinating 
subject and near-cousin to the sisters 
in Albert Maysles’ doc Grey Gardens— 
Tierney has a remarkable eye for the 
everyday twisted a little off-kilter. Her 
shots of the surreal mundane are 
colourfully antic, passionate, hovering 
on the edge of risk 

But she is far from the exploiter of 
her own family that she worries she’s 
seen as. What develops in The Mother 
Project is a fascinating picture of 


THINK GREEN. 


bach, who put together their own stu- 
dio in Weimar Germany before being 
separated by the growing threat of 
Nazism. Although a touch on the 
stiffly educational side, and without 
enough analysis of the pair's impres- 
sive ‘20s and ‘30s work 
still offers an interes 
bulent century thr« 
these two women. Stern's por 
artists in Argentina and Auerbach's 
pictures of Mexican cathedrals are 
particularly interesting 
As part of the fest 
also be showing a st 
early Canadian photogr 
Maynard, a coll 
sonal films by some conceptual 
contemporary women photographers 
from around the world, and other 
short works. 
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There Hill Be Blood 


THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:30 PM 


RATED: PG. MATURE THEMES, NUDITY 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


JANUARY 17-21 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD 


‘SAT & SUM MATINEE 2-00 PM 
RATED PS. VOOLENCE ROT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG CR OREN 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


metro, PRESENTS: 


RINGL & PIT 


= 
SHTURDAY, 7PM “MONDAY PH FRIDAY: 7PM » SUNDAY 9PM 


wo SONG OF THEFIREFLY =" THE MULTIPLE SELVES 


4 TIERNEY GEARON CONTACTS 2: 


THE MOTHER PROJECT 
. SATURDAY: 9PM . MONDAY 7PM : N° - <P 


SUNDAY MATINEE DOUBLE BILL 


BLUE VELVET. ©. 
TWIN PEAKS: FIRE WALK WITH ME: aispm 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in nike Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 ri Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema. org 


Metro operates with the support of: 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


CELLULOID HORROR 
DIRECTED BY ASHLEY FESTER 
FEATURING KIER-LA JANISSE, UDO KIER 
THU, JAN 17 (8 PM), METRO CINEMA 
FOLLOWED BY WHO CAW AULL A CHILD? 
ik 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

The persistence of vision required of a 
solo programmer of a film festival is made 
up of an array of sub-talents from the 
humble to the stubbornly passionate, and 
is rarely witnessed by the patrons of the 
event. It's hardly entertaining to see a sin- 
gle person with a heap of responsibilities 
forgo the ability to eat and sleep for a 
number of weeks for the enjoyment of 
audiences, so most attendees of these 
cultural events like to imagine such efforts 
fall from the sky. In the case of Celluloid 
Horror, Ashley Fester follows around 
Kier-La Janisse, coordinator of Canada’s 
first and only international horror film fes- 
tival, Cinemuerte, and draws from the 
Manic experience a-richer sense of the 
genre that drives her work. 

Cinemuerte started out in Janisse’s liv- 
ing room as an opportunity to share a 
selection of films unseen by friends only 
slightly familiar with the global horror 


GARNEAU 


JUNO 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00PM 
RATED 148 COANEE MATURE THEMES 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FILM VIDEO ARTS & 
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CELLULOID HORROR 


genre. A clerk at Vancouver's cult video 
store Black Dog, she camé to imagine a 
bigger, more celebratory and revealing 
screening of these films. Only a portion of 


- Scary movies seemed to be known to the 


average viewer, and the desire to share 
the remaining 95 per cent of them became 
Janisse’s primary drive. 

Janisse soon realized what program- 
ming a festival actually involves, mostly 
fussing over money and the release of 
films by careless distributors, to a point 
where most movie buffs would cave in 
and not bother. But she learns to fight, and 
expands the festival to consistently pack 
movie houses and even host icons like 

actor Udo Kier and director Buddy 
Giovanazzo. Despite the hubbub, the festi- 
val tends to be ignored by the media. 

Fester's documentary draws from 
Janisse a relentless dedication to a num- 
ber of films that provide a window to her 
delightful personality. Celluloid Horror 
showcases one woman’s articulate read- 
ings of thrillers like Possession, The 
Moors Head, and Who Can Kill A Child? 
(the latter film to be screened after 
Celluloid Horror), and in doing so sells to 
the audience her initial drive for keeping 
Cinemuerte alive. These films are unlike 
contemporary horror films seen in average 
theatres or on television, jammed with 
complex emotions and terrifying images 
that acquaint viewers with the auteurist 
vision of directors far too unhinged for 
Hollywood. 

Aside from some interviews with a cou- 
ple movie fanatic blowhards and a tacky 
musical score that taints Celluloid Horror 
with blatant cliché, it's a neatly informa- 
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tive and comprehensive piece of work 
Janisse and her Struggles become a wor- 
thy cause for 90 minutes, especially when 
Udo Kier arrives in the third act and turn 
the festival on its ear. The highlight? ki 
and Janisse are forced to translate the 
Voice track over a film that arrives withou! 
subtitles, and the result is an impassioned 
set of performances as we overlook th 
audience in the projection booth. 


THE GREAT DEBATERS 

DIRECTED BY DENZEL WASHINGTON 

WRITTEN BY ROBERT EISELE, JEFFREY PORRO 

STARRING WASHINGTON, FOREST WHITAKER, NATE PARKER, 
JUANEE SMOLUETT, DENZEL WHITAKER 

tok 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweekly.com 
It probably shouldn't come as a terrific 
surprise that a movie produced by Oprat 
Winfrey bends towards the maudlin, but 
its nevertheless kind of staggering just 
how relentlessly and ham-handedly T/: 
Great Debaters tugs at the heart strings 
of its audience. There's something to be 
said for playing to your strengths, and o1 
paper Debaters certainly has all the quali 
ties of a heart-warming, feel-good, tv- 
umph-of-the-human-spirit flick in spades 
but at some point director/star Denzel 
Washington and screenwriter Rober! 
Eisele needed to realize that people are 
capable of feeling without being told 
Amalgamating several interesting tid- 
bits, some real and some just hopeful, 
into one story—the emotional manipula- 
tion in this case won't even leave the 
facts alone, though | suppose this is hard- 
ly the only film that much prefers “based 
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ly surround- 
fa very adept Denzel 
ember of the 
realizes his 
emale teammate are 
he returns from the 
t, are touchingly honest, 
id to linger for very 
of the former, it's liter- 
efore Washington is throw- 
ight back into high-pitched, glo- 
a e emotion-tugging. 
There are other things The Great 
haters does well—it deserves credit 
r its breadth, if not necessarily its 
apt it’s so choked with manipu- 
ation, it's hard to care too much about it. 
| Washington and Eisele had been a lit- 
le more willing to trust an already com- 
elling story, they'd have produced 
pmething far more satisfying than the 
allmark card of a movie that’s on dis- 


winter season calls not only for the 
of pretentious Oscar buzz efforts, but 
0 the loaf of white bread that are date 
i for heterosexual couples over 50 
d in the expensive popcorn and a 
ight out on the town as much as the qual- 
y of the movie. And that's where Diane 
aton fits in, three years after winning a 
iden Globe, and still at top billing in 
ost every feature, flaunting blonde 
blights and a firm ass in high-waisted 
S pants. 

La dee da. 

Ocean's Eleven meets a Reitman’s ad 
Mad Money, Callie Khouri’s sly 
emake of a British TV miniseries where 
hree female employees of a Federal 
eserve Bank pocket piles of disposed 
and explore politics of greed while 
ng it to the man. After Bridget 
on} realizes the possibility of losing 


home and comfortable lifestyle after 
er ht {Ted Danson) loses his job, 
E : job as a janitor at said bank 


drooling over all the 
shat ae deve ina day. She con- 
tough and busty single momma 
i) and dippy gum- 
e palin} to forma 
eves by stuffing 
ings once a day to 
mfuls of riches, But 
y | t as it looks, as 
I : n suspicions from all 
$ emerge. Keeping their newfound 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


9094 Connausht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
27 DRESSES (PG, coarse 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat: 7:00, 9:00; Bones : 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE/NFB 
‘Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, lower 
jovel, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 496-7070 
THE DOGWALKER 
Sun, Jan, 20 2:00; free 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


120 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
AWAKE (1 4A, coarse language, disturbing 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00; Sat 
1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00, 12:00 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:25, 9:35; Sat 1:45, 
4:40, 7:25, 9:45, 11:50 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:50; Sat 1:30, 
4:30, 7:30, 9:50, 1215 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 9:50; Sat 1:35, 
4:25, 7:20, 9:50, 12:15 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:40; Sat 1:50, 
4:45, 7:05, 9:40, 11:35 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Sat 
1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30, 12:00 
BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:45; Sat 
1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:45, 12:05 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 4:35 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10;00; Sun-Thu 
1:00, 4:15, 7:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:20; Sat 
1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:20, 11:20 

DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 7:10, 9:25; Sat 7:10, 9:25, 
11:30 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:20; Sat 1:20, 
4:05, 6:55, 9:20, 11:45 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not recom- 


EASTERN PROMISES (184, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 4:00, 9:15; Sat 4:00, 9:15, 
19:25 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:15, 3:45, 7:10, 9:50 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:40, 10:20 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
No passes Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 
10:35 

ONE MISSED CALL (144, frightening 
scenes) 

Dally 5:00, 8:10, 10:30 

ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (154, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 9:00 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Dally 12:10 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
no passes 

Daily 12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 7:45, 10:10 

THE GREAT DEBATERS (PG, mature 
themes} 

Dally 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:30 

CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, coarse 
language) 

Daily 2:30, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05 

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (184, gory scenes) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:50, 7:05, 9:55; 
Tus 1:10, 9:55 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 

Daily 1:00, 4:15, 7:20, 10:15 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Baty 120, 4:10, 7:00, 10:00 


Eek THE CHIPMUNKS (3) 
12:15, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:00, 7:15, 9:45; 
‘Tue 4:00, 7:15, 9:45; Star and Strollers 
‘Screening: Tue 1:00 

1 AM LEGEND (144, frightening 

Daly 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:25 
ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 


mature themes) 

Fri-Mon, Thu 12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15; Tue 
3:40, 6:30, 9:15; Wed 1:00, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15; 
‘Star and Strollers Screening: Tus 1:00 


Kc) 


ENCHANTED 
Dally 1:50 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. TAMPA BAY 
Faas (Classification not available) 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUT! 


1525-99 St. 496-8585 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, ass 
Tue 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Star and Strollers 


Daily 8:00, 10:30 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:15, 3:50; Tue 3:50; Star 
and Strollers Screening; Tue 1:00 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 


language) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:10, 3:40, 6:40, 9:15; Wed 
110, 3:40, 9:15 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 10:40 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 7:00, 10:00 

P.S, | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7:20, 10:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Wed 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:10; Thu 
12:00, 2:15 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


) 
Dally 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10 
THE KITE RUNNER (14A, disturbing con- 


tent) 
Daily 3:20, 6:30, 9:30 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:15, 2:40, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20 


ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
Daily 12:30, 3:50, 6:45, 9:40 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS [PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15; 
Tue 1:45, 10:15 


Dally 12:20 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
No passes Daily 12:50, 3:15, 5:30, 8:15, 
10:45 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Dally 12:40, 4:40, 8:30 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. TAMPA BAY 
LIGHTNING (Classification not available) 
Tus 5:30 


RAMBO MARATHON (134, gory scenes, 
brutal violence) 
No passes Thu 5:15 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
9852-170 St, 444-1829 


IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, erty Sat-Sun 12:10, 
2:50, 6:50, 9:40 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10; Sat-Sun 12:00, 7:10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 

Fri 5:15, 8:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 5:15, 8:45; 
Mon-Thu 8:45 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri 4:45, 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:15, 2:30, 
4:45, 7:00, 9:10; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:10 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:50, 6:45, 9:00 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:45, 6:40, 9:15 
THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Fr, Mon-Thu 6:30, 8.50; Sat-Sun 12:20, 
3:00, 6:30, 9:30. 

MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIU iM (G) 
Fri 4:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:20, 4:40, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 9:20 
BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri 4:30, 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:30, 
7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:50 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


Boy Stee ea Daly 1:00, 320, 7:00, 


FILM 


CLOVERFIELD (14/, 


scenes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital 12:40, 2: 
7:10, 9:30 a SoS, 


themes) 
DTS Digital Fri, Sun-Thu 12:35, 3:20, 6:35, 
9:20; Sat 6:35, 9:20 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital : 
OTS Digital Daily 1:10, 3:30, 6:45, 9:10 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (18A, gory scenes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Sun-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:50; Sat 6:50, 9:50 

CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, coarse 


language) 

DTS Digital Dally 1:15, 4:00, 6:40 

IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) DTS lal 
OTS Digital Dally 9:00 yet 


1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
DTS Digital Dally 4:20, 7:20, 10:00 
MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:20, 10:00 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:30, 3:15, 6:30, 9:15 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri 1:30; DTS Digital Sat-Thu 1:30 

OPUS ARTE OPERA: LUIS FERNANDA 
(Classification not available) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Sat 1:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
ONE MISSED CALL (144, frightening 
scenes) 
Daily 9:15 
THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANY- 


THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 6:35; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:35 


IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:40, 9:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 4:55, 7:05; Mon-Thu 
4:55, 7:05 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 9:00 

1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:50, 7:15, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
4:50, 7:15, 9:55 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 6:50, 9:20 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
3:50, 6:45, 9:35 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 7:10, 9:30 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 

Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40; Mon-Thu 

4:15, 7:00, 9:40 

CLOVERFIELD (14, frightening scenes) 
‘50, 


Fri-Sun 12:40, 5:00, 7:25, 9:45; Mon- 
Thu 5:00, 7:25, 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 

2020 Sherwood Drive. 416-0150 
MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 4:00, 7:10, 10:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 
7:10, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:10 
27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 

:30, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 

5; Mon-Thu 7:15, 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
No Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:00; Sat-Sun 
12:00, 2:30, 4:40, 7:40, 10:00; Mon-Thu 
7:40, 10:00 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Fri 4:50, 7:20; Sat-Sun 12:10, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:20; Mon-Thu 7:20 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, fnghtening 


Scenes) 
Daily 9:40 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 4:30, 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 
8:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:20 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri 4:10, 7:00, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:50 

P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 


Fii.8:40, 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:40; Mon, Wed-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Tue 


9:40 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 


Fri 5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Sat-Sun 12:20, 2:50, 
5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:55 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Fri 4:20, 7:25, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 
7.25, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:20 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. TAMPA BAY 


UGHTNING (Classification not available) 
Tus 5:30 


8712-109 St. 433-0725 
JUNO (144. coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Dally 7-00, 9:00; Sat. Sun 2:00 
‘ 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert. 458-9622. 


Date of issue only: Thu, Jan. 17° 
CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14 coarse 
language) 

Thu, Jan. 17; 1-00, 3:05, 5:05, 7:10, 9:15 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Thu, Jan. 17: 1:20 3:25 5:25 7:25 9:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Thu, Jan. 17; 12:55, 2:55, 4:55, 6:55, 8:55 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Thu, Jan. 17: 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20 
1AM LEGEND (144A, frightening scenes) 
Thu, Jan. 17; 9:25 


JUNO (144, coarse lanquage, mature 
themes) 


Thu, Jan. 17; 1:25, 3:20, 5:20, 7:30, 9:20 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
660148 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:15 9:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 7:00, 9:20; Sat Sun 2:00 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:20; Sat Sun 2:20 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat Sun 2:10 

JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat Sun 2:05 

1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 9:10 


780-952-3922 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat Sun 12:55, 3;25 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 


themes) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:30 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:10 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre. 
425-9212 


RINGL AND PIT W/ THE MULTIPLE 
SELVES OF HANNAH MAYNARD (STC) 
Fri 7:00, Sun 9:00 


CONTACTS 2 AND 3 W/ RED LIKE 
MEAT (STC) 
Fri 9:00, Sun 7:00 


WHAT REMAINS (PG, nudity, not rec- 
ommended for young children)/SONG 
OF THE FIREFLY (STC) 

Sat 7:00, Mon 9:00 


TIERNEY GEARON: THE MOTHER 
PROJECT (PG, nudity) 

‘Sat 9:00, Mon 7:00 

BLUE VELVET (STC) 

Sun 2:00 

TWIN PEAKS: FIRE WALK WITH ME 
(STC) 

Sun 4:15 

JIMMY CARTER, MAN FROM PLAINS 
(STC) 

Thu 6:45 

TURKEY SHOOT! PRESENTS: 
BATTLEFIELD EARTH (PG. not suitable for 


younger children) 
Thu 9:00 
PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


120 Century Grossing. Spruce Grove, 972- 
23:32. Serving Spruce Grove. Stony Plains 
Parkland County 


CLOVERFIELD (144, fnatitening scenes) 
Dally 7:10, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 1 10, 3:10 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 6::55, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:30, 250 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Bay 7.05, 9:10; Set, Sun, Tus 12:45, 3:05 


SUNO (144. coarse language mature 
eee 15, 9:20; Sat. Sun, Tue 130, 
THE PIRATES WHO DONT DO 
ANYTHING'G) 

Dally 6:50; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:20, 3:15 

PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse lenauos} 
Daily 8:50 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9°30; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50. 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:00 

VAM LEGEND (144. frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:20, 9:25 


10337-82 Ave, 432-0728 | 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, v 
nol reco 


Dally 7:20 
DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY (PG 


mature themes, nudity) 


Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8852-170 St. 444-2400 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse lanquags) 
Daily 1:20, 4:40, 7-30, 10:00 


CLOVERFIELD (144, fnghtening scenes) 
No passes Daily 12:30, 2:45, 5: 
10:15 


FIRST SUNDAY (PG) 
Daily 6:50, 9:45 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:40, 7:40, 10:15; 
Tue 12:45, 3:15, 10:15 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (184. 
ory Scenes) 

Daily 9:20 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 4:15, 7:20, 10:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:45, 7:05, 10:20; Wed 
3:45, 7:05, 10:20; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 1:05, 3:50, 6:40 


JUNO (14A. coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Dally 1:00, 4:25, 7:15, 9:40 

1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Dally 12:35, 3:30, 6;30, 9:35 

1 AM LEGEND: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(14A, frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence 
not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Wed 12:50, 4:20, 7-25, 10:05; Thu 12:50, 
4:20, 6:50 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:10 

27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 

No passes Fri-Tus, Thu 1:15, 4:05, 7:10, 
9:50; Wed 4:05, 7:10, 9:50; Star and 
Strollers Screening: no passes Wed 7:00 
EDMONTON OILERS VS. TAMPA BAY 
LIGHTNING (Ciassification nat available) 
Tue 5:30 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Grost Rd, 455-8725 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, coarse 
language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Daity 9:00 

JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7: 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:35, 7:10, 9:30 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANY- 


10, 9:30; 


THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45; Sat- 
Sun 7:00, 3:15, &:45 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language} 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 3:00, 7:00, 9:20 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40; Sat- 
9:40 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse lanquags) 
Daiy 7:05, 9-25; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:25 


CLOVERFIELD (144. frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:10, 9:10; Sat Sun 7:10, 310 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG. coarse Isnquage) 
Dally 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse Ienquage) 
Daly 6:55, 9:20; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 
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FILM CAPSULES 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31 


and unexplained wealth discreet 
becomes a real task. 

Khouri, an Oscar-winning screenwriter 
for Thelma and Louise, knows how to tie 


the shit together, shooting off one sexless 
gag after the other until the end, when 
you realize it was actually pretty enter- 
taining. Keaton, Latifah and Holmes boast 
a hard-knocks charm that is difficult to 
resist once they settle into the smooth and 
original script. 

Mad Money is a welcome throwback to 


The Ultimate Romantic Comedy.” 


Brett Martin, CBS-TV/Atianta 
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Check directory or log onto www.cineplex.com’, 
yew. empiretheatres.com,or www.tribute.ca 
for locations and showtimes +i SB 


comedies of the late 1980s, after VCRs got 
settled but right before microwave popcom 
really hit. That's a domestic period perhaps 
a little too obscure and soundingly mean- 
ingless to tie together in a short review, but 
I'm just tossing out a sociological bone to 
chew on in case you have to see this with 
Mom and her gay ex-husband. 


ON DVD 


JOSHUA 

DIRECTED BY GEORGE RATLIFF 

WRITTEN BY RATLIFE DAVID GILBERT 

STARRING SAM ROCKWELL, VERA FARMIGA, JACOB KOGAN 
toot 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

When Joshua received its lamentably 
minor theatrical release last summer, the 
artwork for the film showed a giant framed 
portrait of the film’s nine-year-old bad seed 
with his anchorman hair and eerily innocu- 
ous expression hanging before the actual 
Joshua, looking diminutive against it, his 
back facing us. | found the image intriguing 
and looked forward to the film. | seemed to 
have been in the minority. 

The revised artwork gracing the cover 
of Maple'’s Joshua DVD, bathed in deep 
red and featuring the shadowy figure of 
Joshua's mother looking vulnerable below 
a looming, more obviously sinister 
Joshua, is far less ambiguous in convey- 
ing the film's place within the horror 
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CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 


genre. I'm sympathetic to the Markey, 
division—this cover will probably 0," 
ate more pick-ups—but this sort of ; ‘nal 


- fan baiting hardly represents the try, me 


its of this terrifically unnerving, sub) and 
complex chiller, which works not th, ia 
violent imagery or apocalyptic prop... 
but through banal family dynamics 

Directed by George Ratliff and writ, 
Ratliff and David Gilbert, Joshua opens, 
the birth of the second child of Bray (Son 
Rockwell) and Abby (Vera Farmiga) parent 
to the titular piano prodigy (Jacob Kogar 
One suspects that, like most Kids, the erp 
tionally repressed Joshua feels threaten 
by the bald, wiggling, wailing intrude; 0, 
also suspects that Brad and Abby, porta, 
likable yuppies eager to uphold an air 9; of 
maley, are basically content to be distj:;.) 
from their stuffy, introspective first.) 
who occupies himself playing Barto) 
reading about Egyptian funerary practice 

What gradually develops throuoty iho: 
tightly constructed script, bold jj) 
creeping camerawork and superlatiy 
ensemble cast, is a series of blows to jhe 
family order, fed by forces every 
understands: postpartum depre ion 
issues of identity linked to birth order. 0, C 
pational instability, meddlesome grancins 
ents, hormonal havoc, parental duty sha 
ing. Strategically exploiting these far 
Joshua, whose increasingly apparent jai- 
ice Is, right up into the third act, consisten 
ly undercut by his sympathetic position 4 
the neglected weird one vying for attentioy 
and favour. Whether the kid's an evil \ittic 
bastard or his elders had it coming should 
make for interesting debate afterwards 

In the disc's supplementary interviews 
Ratliff expresses frustration over compar 
isons between Joshua and Rosemary 
Baby. The crucial difference betwe 
films, Ratliff explains, is that Polanski 
classic depends on supernatural elemenis 
to invoke chills. These protests are both 
inaccurate and unneeded. Joshua stani 
on its own just fine, and aligning it with 
Rosemary’ Baby only enhances the view 
ers pleasure in tracing its rich Jineave 
However you read the Satanic elements in 
Rosemary's Baby, its deeper resonance 
comes from precisely the same place as | 
Joshua's: recognizable bourgeois familial | 
anxieties enveloped by the hothouse o 
Manhattan's upper east side. And like 
Polanski’s film, Joshua has the distinction 
of being a movie that no new parents 
want to see—but probably should. v 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 
27 DRESSES Katherine Heigl is always 


the bridesmaid, never the bride—unti he! 
sister gets ready to marry the man sie 
loves, at which point she gets a little tired 
of being the bridesmaid. Read Wwe 
Weekl/s review next week. 


CLOVERFIELD A group of friends docu 
ment a monster attack on New York with 
their video camera. Read David Berrys 
review next week. 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD Danie! Day-Lewis 
stars in Paul Thomas Anderson's film 0! 
business, family and religion in 2" 
America on the cusp of the Oil Age. fea" 
Josef Braun's review on page 28. 


WOMEN PHOTOGRAPHERS ON FILM 
Metro Cinema presents a selection °' 
films about women photographers, cu! 
ed by local photographer Jill Wataman'* 
Read Brian Gibson's review on page 29 


pn th 
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rhen Jim Byrnes began 
working on his 2006 album, 
House of Refuge, he knew 
he wanted to add some gospel 
usic into the mix. He'd performed 
ive with gospel groups over the years, 
hadn't recorded an album with one 
‘he menitioned the idea to his pro- 
if, Steve Dawson, and the two of 
make it happen. 
“For the requisite voices, Byrnes 
d first to Marcus Mosely, one of 
i directors of the Good Noise Van- 
couver Gospel Choir. Mosely then 
brought in a couple of the choir’s 
members, Will Sanders and Ron 
all, and the singers began some- 
thing that has now taken on a life of 
s own beyond Byrnes’s album. 
“We had so much fun singing 
together and doing this, and we were 
laughing it up,” Byrnes explains. “So 
at the end of the thing | said, ‘Listen, 
man, you guys need to stay together. 
This has got to be a real thing, and 
I'm going to give you a name.’ And I 
“When he said, ‘I'm gonna call you 
guys the Sojourners,’ it was just per- 
fect,” Mosely elaborates. “In fact, the 
complete name, if you want to say it, is 
the Original Sojourners of Vancouver, 
which is sort of an homage to a lot of 
those quartet and quintet groups in the 
South—they always have names like 
that: the Original Five Blind Boys of 
Alabama or Mississippi. Plus I under- 
Stood what [Byrnes’s] sentiment was. 
Number one, the name comes from the 
idea of people ... who aren’t in their 
homeland but they are passing through 
‘on their way to another land, so that 
has real strong significance in African- 
American history and also with the 
whole idea of the gospel music, the 
idea that we are just travellers here on 
this planet on our way to a better place. 
“And also, there was a woman who 
was formerly a slave,” he continues, 


—) SAT, JAN 19 (7:30 PM) 

= | JIM BYRNES AND THE 

ex | SOJOURNERS 

El | FESTIVAL PLAGE, S2B-$22 

“who gained her freedom and then 
became quite a strong abolitionist and 
outspoken person for women’s rights, 
back at the turn-of the century—her 
name was Sojourner Truth. So the 
name is just packed with meaning 
and significance.” 


THAT BYRNES WOULD come up with a 


name that is rich in history and pow- 
erful metaphors is not surprising con- 
sidering that his own background is 
one with tendrils reaching all the way 
back to his youth in St Louis, where 
he says that he grew up listening to 
radio stations that played the blues on 
Saturday nights and nothing but 
gospel music on Sundays. 

The three singers in the Sojourners 
know their way around gospel music, 
too, although their own approaches 
to the style have been tailored by the 
geography of their pasts, something 
which came into play when the trio 
recorded its own album, Hold On, 
last year. 

“The three guys got together—Will, 
Ron and myself—and we started just 


GOB / 39 


ELIZABETH SHEPHERD / 40 [Sa 


making lists of songs that we could 
potentially do and then we narrowed 
them down to the few that we chose,” 
Mosely recalls. “It was a fun process, 
because Will comes from Louisiana, 
Ron originally comes from Chicago 
and I was born in Texas, so although 
we all grew up with various expo- 
sures to gospel music, regionally we 
come from. different places; so the 
songs have their own character 
depending on what region you come 
from. So in our rehearsals when we 
were working on the music it was a 
fun process, too, just sort of to syn- 
chronize all those, to bring all those 
different regional idiosyncrasies 
together to create each song. 

“With Will, he comes from Louisiana 
... $0 he grew up around Cajuns, peo- 
ple who speak that sort of French pat- 
ois,” he continues, explaining the 
combination of regional gospel sounds 
that came together in the Sojourners. 
“With Ron, coming from Chicago it’s 
more industrialized, so the music has 
that sort of Chicago blues, Chicago 
jazz sort of sound, and me being a 
Texan, I grew up actually with a lot of 
country and western influences, and 
cowboy music and of course gospel— 
but the gospel had more guitar sounds 
to it and so on—so we brought all of 
those together.” w 


way you look at things kinda changes. 

it write a song now that's the 

same idea as a song | did 10 years ago, 

: but itl sound completely different 
as you live md do stuff your 
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[3 HAYDEN 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST SENN GRANT 


LED GERONIMG 


With EILL THE LIGHTS & 40 THEIVES 


TIT VIDEO GAMES LIVE 
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WORLD PREMIERE OF MASS EFFECT 
FUTURESHOP 
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EMERGENZA FEST 


THURSDAY JANUARY 17 


SECKSTON SLANG © PERILOUS SEAS 
KING RING NANCY HARLEQUINBL AZE 


VACATION ON MARS eANOETIC 


FIRE FOR EFFECT © THE SEVENTH EYE 
JONNY BROKEN © FAILING EASTER 
WISH © ROAD TO NOWHERE 


SATURDAY JANUARY 19 


NO HEAT TOMORROW © ACRONYCAL 
KILLING LIES © EYES & EARS 
DEATH OF PERCEPTION © ETHERIAL 


SUNDAY JANUARY 20 


SIXGUNS OVER TOMBSTONE 
FUTURE ECHOES © THE FALLEN 
SECOND HAND SMOKE © SINNERS AIDE 


WED JAN 23 - NICK THAYER 
FRI JAN 25 - SONIC BOTM - RADIO FOR HELP 
SAT JAN 26 - WE ARE WOLVES W/ JANE VAIN 
FRI FEB 1 - TEAM BUILDING CD RELEASE PARY 
SAT FEB 2 - THE CREMATORS CD RELEASE PARTY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 
OR EMAL GLBIYS AT 


LUSTINGS?VUEWEXIYCI 
DEADLINE SS FRDAY AT 3 Pat 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Duff 
Robison: 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday; Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-S30pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude: 
&10pm 


DRUAD Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 


FOUR ROOMS Dan Skakun 


HULBERT'S PUB Lara Yule Singh; 
8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-\1pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 


stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 830pm-12;30am 


JULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (piano 
jazz} 8pm 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S The Wheat Pool 


PAWN SHOP Emergence Fest: 
Seckston Slang, Perilous Seas, King 
Ring Nancy, Harlequinblaze, Vacation 
‘on Mars, Anoetic 


REXALL PLACE Michael Bublé; Spm; 
$59-$99 at TicketMaster 


URBAN LOUNGE Joel Johnson 
WILD WEST Shila Marie 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Lighter Classics: European Joumey- 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, Petar 
Dundjerski (conductor); 8pm; $28-$65; 
$15 (student/senior rush tickets two 
hours prior to curtain time) available 
at the Winspear Centre box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, tip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Escapack 


Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MicNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Busy Signal with The 
Teacher 0.8, Invinceable, and Touch It 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs, DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 3pm. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love “80s Thursdays: 
wath Naz Nomad and Blue Jay; no 
minors; Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Skinny Jay's Porn Bingo; 
no minors; 10pm; no cover 


JAN 17 - JAN 23, 2008 


MUSIC 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
Tock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am: no cover 

PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
With PI residents 


iL 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutt 
Robison 


‘AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights: 
Lindsay Ell 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Bastard Son 
with Tarantuja; 8:30pm (door); $5 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Bill Werthmann 
and friends 


CARROT CAFE Dr Blu 


CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 


CLIFFS PUB AND PANTRY The 
Mary Thomas Band; 9:30pm-1:30am 


FESTIVAL PLACE Elizabeth 
Shepherd (jazz); 7:30pm) $28-$32 at 
Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS John Taylor 


FRESH START Chris Andrew Trio; 6- 
Spm 


HORIZON STAGE Matt Andersen 
{blves, roots, rock}; 7:30pm; $20 
{adult)/$15 (student/senior) at the 
Honzon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 451.8000 


HULBERT'S PUB Siowbum 
(blues/roots); 8-10;30pm 


CAFE Marco Claveria 


JEFFREYS 
(Latin $15 


JEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 30pm; no cover 
SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (piano 
jazz); 8pm. 

MEAD HALL Striker, Quiews, 


Sixgun; all ages, licensed area; 8pm 
(door); $10 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat up 
the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! OJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE 1.G.|. Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrance, Beats and the dance-y 
stuff with the Techno Hippy Crew and 
Weekly guests 

TOUCH OF CLASS Mark McGarrigle 
{pop rock) 

Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 


Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 
Tam 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays: Dies 
“Back It Up” Weekend with DU Phat 
Kat, DJ Invinceable, and Babygirl 


PREVUE / MON, JAN 21 (7 PM) / HEDLEY / EDMONTON EVENT CEN- 


TRE $29.50 (ALL AGES) 


Henley? Wicked. | frickin’ love “Boys of Summet” What's that? Oh ... 
Hedley. Meh, why the hell not? | like to pogo with a beer in my hand 


83 much as the next guy. 


Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA'S DJ) Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DU 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock. new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DU 
Blue Jay. DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 


Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, alterna- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, Plan B, 
Quests; no minors; Spm (door) 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 19 (7 PM) / CARA LUFT / QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
COMMUNITY HALL, $18 
Former Wailin’ Jenny Cara Luft is coming to town for a little singin’ 
and pickin’ alongside David Myles. Sounds like a good time to me. 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage; 7pm (door), 7:30pm 
(open stage); $4 (doorl/free (member) 
O'BYRNE Mckeevers Crossing 


ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood 
with DJ Shawnibis 

PAWN SHOP Emergenza Fest 2: Fire 
For Effect, The Seventh Eye, Jonny 
Broken, Wish, Failing Ester, Road To 
Nowhere 

STARLITE ROOM Necro, Danny 
Diablo, Psycho Realm, The R.0.C, 
Boondox, Rivera Regime; no minors; 
8pm (door): $25 at Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, FS (WEM) 

TOUCH OF CLASS Brian Calnan 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Solipsism, guest 


WILD WEST Shila Mane 


DJS 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
tock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
merengue-bachata-house-reqgeaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12midnight 

STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Slowbum 
(blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am. 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutf 
Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Vintage Echo 
with Salinger; 8pm (door): $5 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Lindsay Ell; no cover 
‘acoustic every Sat aftemoon 4-6pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 34pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday aftemoon hosted; 3-8:30pm 
CAFE LEVA Travis Boa; 4-5pm; every 
Saturday 


CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 

CHECKERS LOUNGE Flying Fiesta: 
Tilo Paiz, Viajante World Drum Beat 
Ensemble, Judith and Oscar Garcia; 
730pm-2am; ticket information call 
910-3257, 686 5120 


DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE Gord 
Bamford (country), with guest Krista 
Scoggins; Bpm; $26,50 (adult)/$24 
(senior/student) at TicketMaster, 
451.8000 


FESTIVAL PLACE Jim Bymes 
Acoustic Band, Zubot and Dawson, 
The Sojoumers (blues): 7:30pm; $30. 
(cabaret)/$28 (box)/$26 (theatre) at 
the Festival Place box office 


FOUR ROOMS John Taylor 
HULBERT'S PUB Dany! Matthews; 
8pm 


IRON BOAR PUB-WETASKIWIN 
Dead Man's Dog (folk rock); 8-12pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no caver, pm 

JAMIMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm, country/rock band Spm- 
2am 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Lauren Busheiken 
{pop/jazz/Latin singer), $10 
JEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm: no caver 

JET MIGHTCLUB Ladies Night 


SULIAN'S Dennis Begoray (piano 
jazi Bp 

MEAD HALL Private Eye Pistol, 
Messages via carrier Pigeon, Etick Po, 
Kill Kelsey, Twitch Oxide; all ages, 
licensed area; 7pm (door); $10 


USIC WEEKLY 


MURRIETA'S BAR AND cra, 


OBYRNE'S Saturday af: 
Christ Winters with guest 


ON THE ROCKS Mou; 
with DJ Crazy Dave 
PAWN SHOP Emergonzs ) 
Hest Tomorrow, Acronycs) 
Ues, Death of Perceptio, 
Ears, Etherial 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA Hil; 
Northem Lights Folk Out, | 
Myles, Cara Luft $18 ai | 
Square 


TAPHOUSE Saturday \\ 
Jam: 3-7pm every Sat 


TEMPLE Mat the Alicn 


TOUCH OF CLASS bya: 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Linz 


VELVET UNDERGROUND (),; 
Hansen and the Autistic 
Conversation; 8pm; $10 (¢; 


VILLAGE LIFESTYLES je 
the Heart Tracy Reed, Marily 
‘and Anna Beaumont 620p\r 
7:30pm; $20 (adv. Nathalie 

8804/$25 (door) 


WILD WEST Shila Mar es 
CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 5 
Chamber Music Soc | 
Piano Quartet; 8pm, $3 f 
(seniori/$5 (student) at TIX on t 
Square, The Gramophone, ¢: 
WINSPEAR CENTRE $y; 
Kids: Winter Solstic ine 
Mountain Fairy Tale 
Symphony Orchestra, >et 
Dundjerski (conductor), Sarai 
Whelan Kotkas (creator and ni 
Keon Bimey (composer): 2, 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 0, 
two levels alt rock/electra/tre 
Main Floor: The Menace 

alt. rock, electro, trash with Mi 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night fc 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR ° 
and ‘70s progressive rock, di 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Roc! 
house, mash up 

FLUND LOUNGE Saturdays ( 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B 
DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with ( 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout 
Dies “Back It Up Weeken« 
Phat Kat, DJ Invinceabl 


HALO For Those Who Know: hy 
every Sat with Blair Junic 
MeFarlane, along with Sal Dimaio 
and Jason Thompson 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Sat 
DU Groovy Cuvy and quest 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, cla 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad: no 


NEW CITY SUBURBS ‘ 
Sucks; electro, industrial, a 
electro, rock with Ds Nik 3 
and Blue Jay (Mod Club). $° 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Satuisy 
breaks electro house with Pl 


RED STAR Saturdays indie 1c 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Fy 
‘and quests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival mets!" 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Infine and fe 
Skating Disea: Top 40 reques' * 
imix of retro and disco: 1-55” 
Tpm-12 midnight 

| 


STOLLIS ON WHYTE Top 4!) 
house with People’s DJ 


TEMPLE 0h Snap! Electrified 
Dubwise Dancerock Booty Bs 
Mashed Up Party Riddims ove" 
Saturday with DJs, Oh Snap P' 
Mat The Alien, Degree, All Ov' 


joking a Canadian 
first phone call to 
: e details of routing and 
thatkind of thing.” 
 Feduk is quick to admit that, while 
iis for some time now— 
he's been booking the Uncas since the 
band began in 2001—there was a time 
when he didn’t know the first thing 
about setting up a tour. Fortunately for 
him, he was able to learn a lot from 


" ; Cine aa experiences were 
~ with Corb Lund and that’s where we cut 


our teeth,” he recalls. “I just basically 
tried to learn as much from Deb [Dil- 
worth, Lund’s partner and do-all, go-to 
girl/manager from way back] as | could, 
and then with Ofd Reliable, Shuyler 
Jansen did a lot of their booking and he 
was really helpful as well ... but not all 
the bands have that luxury, and they 
don't have anyone there to tell them 
how to make a phone call to a booker 
without annoying them.” 

While Feduk says that the panelists 
will be delivering plenty of useful infor- 
mation to those in attendence, he’s also 
certain that a large part of the session's 
value is in the opportunity to get out and 
meet people. 

“They have a mediator who asks 
questions that they want to make sure 
get answered,” he explains about the 
event's sturcture. “But after that part is 
done, everyone mingles, and that is half 
the value of the thing ... so they are also 
social things where if you go to enough 


BUDWEISER PRESENTS ... 


COME IN EVERY SATURDAY 
UNTIL THE 2GTH AND ENTER TO 


ie Uncas and Red 
ping out friends from 


| the booking 


playing with some other local groups 
who were a little farther along in the 
touring arena. 


be meeting. v 


of them you're going to be meeting 
some of the key people who you want to 


AN ALL EXPENSE 


PAID TRIP 


TO THE 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and local (el cane night open stage hate weeks; 9-12 Gant Gent rats aed aa oe a of Urban's live enter- 
with Joe Bir pm; (adult senior; mn fainment 10pm 
es ‘: ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM at TIX on the Square, door l 
"AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays | ON THEROCKS Souljah Fyah Petra Polljin (classical guitar); Spm WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
| Sundays with DJ Duclerman ———_—_____—_— | _ FESTIVAL PLACE | Tromboni; and XS, quests; no cover 
OSCARS PUB Dp2n stage Sundays CLASSICAL 7:30pm; $32-$28 at Festival Place box 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain == Le PLUS WE WILL BE GIVING AWAY A 
ALBERTA ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
a i BALLROOM-CROWNE PLAZA (CHURCH Baroque Music from Italy: ff | J 
OVERDRIVE Anything Goskepcniito CHATEAU LACOMBE H.M.S Alberta Baroque Music Society; 3pm; 
jam every Sunday aftemoon with the Pinafore Brunch: Edmonton Opera $23 (adult/$18 (student/senior) 
LIVE MUSIC DS EVERY WEEK! 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL LIVE MUSIC : 
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Killer Mike’s album murdered by the album cycl- 


= | BACKLASH BLUES 


7) 
= ADLAND PEMBERTON 
roland@yueweekly.com 


Recently, popular rap website 
hiphopdx.com uploaded a sanctioned offi- 
cial copy of Killer Mike's oft-delayed 
sophomore album Ghetto Extraordinary 
(hiphopdx.com/index/news/id.6167/title.f 
ree-download-killer-mike-ghetto-extraor- 
dinary). This is a result of the album being 
shelved indefinitely by Columbia Records 
after being pushed back for three years. 

Killer Mike was once signed to Aque- 
mini Records, a now-defunct label for 
Qutkast's associates and protégés. He's 
featured on “The Whole World,” a Gram- 
my award-winning single from Outkast's 
Greatest Hits album, and he released his 
Gold-selling debut record Monster in 
2003 with production from Organized 
Noise and Outkast. With this kind of 
backing, you might imagine that it would- 
n't be hard to succeed, but it has been a 
tricky road for Killer Mike through the 
perpetual industry stonewall. 

A traditional album cycle on a major 
label is hard for anyone to survive. An 
artist who sells 500 000 copies of an 
album should be figured in as a priority, 
but Killer Mike had to fend for himself by 
creating buzz through a self-released mix- 
tape / Pledge Allegiance to the Grind, and 
had to deal with no video and multiple 
poorly promoted singles. One such single 
was “My Chrome,” which should have 
been a massive hit single. Featuring Big 


Boi of Outkast, the song had visionary 
production from Outkast record man Mr 
DJ with clever drawled out verses from 
Mike and a huge, effective R&B hook 
melded to the pulsing synths and horns. 
But there was never a video so the win- 
dow disappeared. 

Ghetto Extraordinary unfortunately 
sounds extremely dated by today’s stan- 
dards, even if it was initially planned for 
a 2005 release. There are hi-hat clad 
southern rap beats with fake horns that 
somehow can’t compete with Cash 
Money's output from the late ‘90s. It's 
lined with R&B choruses, but none by the 
fantastic Sleepy Brown (frequent Outkast 
collaborator). Outkast’s production team 
for their first three albums, Organized 
Noise, contributes several lacklustre 
tracks as well. 


IT’S A SHAME because even with its 
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glaring flaws, the album still prese, 
several challenging premises to 
Southern rap audience. “Bad Day/W 
Day” is a vicious indictment of Africa 
American social standing {"We went {ron 
too black and too strong / To Sisqo an 
the goddamn Thong Song”) and a 
eyed KKK diss (“If you're Aryan Natio 
fuck Hitler / ... Fuck killing blacks, |’ 
down for toe-tagging grand dragons") 
“Gonna Go to Ghana” is a Funkadel\: 
tempered André 3000 production wher 
Killer Mike threatens to escape the Bush 
administration by moving back to Africa 
As promising as that sounds, Mike 
expresses this purely through cle 
metaphors about cars and weed (“Thi 
Chevy on the inside is so wide / It's |ik 
my interior practice apartheid”) 

This cross-section is perhaps why the 
album will never come out. Either he 
referencing Haile Selassie and railing 
against the US government's handling of 
Hurricane Katrina or he's deriding hoe 
and threatening to kill people. It’s fitting 
that Ice Cube is featured on the remix o! 
“Bad Day/Worst Day.” Killer Mike is an 
even combination of old Cube (uncompro- 
mising, political, groundbreaking) < 
modern Cube (desperate for mainstiear 
popularity, purposefully dumbed-down| 
and strangely enough, the world isn 
responsive to either extreme. With future 
releases, Killer Mike should attempt to 
straddle this line with more overt intelli 
gence in the vein of someone like Nas. v 
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ember of a band best 
for bouncy pop punk 
s and ridiculous pranks, 
ist Theo Goutzinakis of 
as been thinking a lot 
ss lately, With the music 
ling all around him, there's 
ly no better time than now to 
idering what's best for his 
at this point in its career, and 
nto the future. After a four-year 
Gob made a number of busi- 

5 ded decisions when record- 
.¢ Muertos Vivos, the follow-up to 
‘5 Foot in Mouth Disease. 
*This is so DIY, we paid for our 
sun recording and we never got an 
advance for the record and we kept 
costs really low—we wanted, to make 
sure it made sense so that we could 
keep making records,” he says, not- 
ing that not getting an advance also 
meant that the band’s label could put 
more money towards advertising. 
: "and now We own our own music, so 
that’s good too, because if the record 
does well then the band will see 
more instead of the old way where 
‘the record company devours every- 
‘thing and just leaves some little 
crumbs for the band.” 

Taking a four-year break can make it 
tough to retain your fan base, especial- 
ly with the glut of music available on 
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the internet and the way genres have 
splintered radically in the past half- 
decade. Goutzinakis admits that the 
band has been waging a slightly uphill 
battle, but that it has been winning. 

“It took four years to make the new. 
record and things are different from 
four years ago,” he says. “There's a lot 
of people that don’t even know we 
have a new record out—maybe they 
listen to different music or have 
grown up or something, but there's a 
whole new wave of kids out there 
who listen to Gob.” 


AND NO MATTER how many business- 


10030-1028 INFO:428-STAR WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA UNDER THE STARLITE ROOM 


oriented decisions Gob may be forced 
to make as a result of growing a little 
older and wiser, Goutzinakis says he 
will never be too old to be in a band 


that is essentially named after mucus 
“Hey, you can have mucus until the 
day you die—you’re gonna have that 
snot rag hanging out of your jacket 
and you'll be making it until the day 
you die,” he laughs. “When Tom 
(Thacker, lead singer] called me up 
one day he said ‘Gob’ and | said, 
‘That's cool, that’s a total punk rock 
name if] ever heard one,’ and we just 
decided to stick to it. A lot of bands do 
that thing where at the beginning they 
say, ‘Okay, let's call it the Saliva Pro- 
ject,’ and then they go, ‘Let's morph 
this into the Bryan Adams Saliva Pro- 
ject,’ or whatever. We stuck to the 
name Gob because it’s short, sweet 
and kinda disgusting.” v 
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-Jazzwoman, take my blues away 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 


hen you hear Elizabeth 
Shepherd's cool, assured 
vocals gliding across notes 


and half-notes, you may find it hard to 
believe that only a handful of years 
ago she wasn't even thinking of being 
a professional musician. 

Sure, she studied jazz piano at 
McGill University, but Shepherd 
thought she might use that education 
to teach or get into music therapy. In 
watching her brother go through a 
lengthy post-car-accident rehabilita- 
tion, however, Shepherd was 
brought face to face with what she 
really wanted out of life: to play 
music for people. 

‘Seeing him go through that and 
deal with that made me really take 
stock in my own life,” she explains. 
"Like, ‘What is it that you truly want to 
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do?’ Because you never know what's 
going to happen. And if it’s fear that’s 
holding you back, that’s just not good 
enough. 

“| mean, I always wanted to be a 
performer, but didn’t really allow 
myself to dream that,” she adds. 
“Sometimes it just takes a catalyst, 
you know, or some sort of event.” 


SINCE BANDING WITH bassist scott 
Kemp and drummer Colin Kingsmore 
to form the Elizabeth Shepherd Trio, 
the Torontonian and her bandmates 
have caused a ripple of excitement 
through the jazz world and beyond. 


The group’s debut CD—Start to 
Move, released Jul 2006—was nomi- 
nated for a vocal jazz Juno in 2007 
and BBC Radio 1's Gilles Peterson 


— MEMBERS AND GUESTS 


AT10:00AM 


ranked it the third best jazz album of 
the year in 2006. An album of dance- 
floor remixes and b-sides—Besides, 
released last September—uwill defi- 
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nitely keep the momentum going \,,,, 
the trio releases its next album ;, 
spring. 

While there’s many who poo.) 
jazz as something incomprehens,\,. 
and elitist (odd, considering its ,,; 
gins), Shepherd and her band’s yp, 
tickle such a happy place that it’s ; 
to resist the temptation to b, 
along with their soulful, fun; 
Jazz-a-liciousness, and there are ; 
to no Canadian acts delving | 
into a similar nu-jazz aesthetic 

Shepherd's scatting plays off 0) 
piano riffs and the rhythm of her | 
masters. The music is full of op, 
sites: both casual and focused, | 
familiar and original are things 
writers are saying. But it’s a} 
kind of music that would pro 
relaxed aural backdrop as we| rl 
some jump in your step, get you ready 
for a night on the town. If there j 
group out there that’s going { 
ignite a passion for the genre in ¢ 
da, it'll be this trio. 

It does get a little lonely at hon 
however. When the musicians t 
overseas to perform, they find kindred 
spirits and flourishing scenes, }\ 
here they sometimes get comn 
about not being “jazz enough.’ 

"I! feel like sometimes I'm e 
in a bubble, and it’s kind of |i 
would be really nice to be invol\ 

a community of people who \ 
doing this thing—like, on a sir 
kind of wavelength,” Shepher 
admits. “‘Cause I go to Japa 
Europe and feel like, yeah, this is ha, 
pening over there. There’s th 
thetic that we fit right into and ! dor 
find that here. So I find it kind of di 
couraging, if anything. And just, lik 
remind me why I'm doing this 
again?—that sort of thing—a 
worst. And at its best, it’s, like, y 
I'm just doing my thing.” 

Just keep on doing your thing 
Shepherd. We needn't ask for an 
thing more than that. v 


indicated their genre by choosing lupine- 
inspired names? 

Now in place of Wolf Parade, We Are 
Wolves and Sea Wolf—who, clearly, 
wear plaid button-up shirts and have an 
affinity far keyboards—are bands like 
Axis of Conversation. 

Frankly, | had the group pegged as 
either nu metal or cock rock and pre- 
pared to cringe as | put its debut disc 
Delusions of Safety into my CD player. 
But as the opening beats of “Ready- 
made Heart Attack” chugged out of the 
speakers, visions of androgynous haircuts 
and shirt-tie combinations began to 
dance through my head: this was a wolf 
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Daniel 


in Chad Kroeger clothing. 

Lead singer Chris dela Torre laughs 
when | point this out because, if nothing 
else, he hopes to use the band to cham- 
pion the pop music cause. “{Our purpose 
is] to sort of prove we can carve our own 
niche in pop,” he says on the line from 
his home in Calgary. “Be it through the 
sounds of electronic blips or violins. Pop 
to me is exciting. It's an exciting genre 
because it’s always changing.” 

Changing, at least, for his band—the 
group is consistently praised by local media 
for its experimental nature. From a glocken- 
spiel to a kaoss pad, the members go to 
great lengths to get the perfect sound with- 
out going overboard. “| think [exoerimental] 
is a word that’s synonymous with new life,” 
he states. “It’s flattering that people would 
think of us that way. | would just hope that 
it never gets to the point where people 
expect some sort of stupid audio gimmick 
with us. It can be easy to focus on the 
string section or the relationship between 
the electronic and the strings, but it’s all 
about writing good music.” 
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Until recently dela Torre was the sole 
crafter of the band’s songs. Axis of Con- 
versation was originally a solo effort. He 
enjoyed writing on his own, but when he 
climbed on stage to perform he realized 
something was missing, So he enlisted 
the help of bassist Eric Estor and key- 
boardist Gerry Dacanay, both friends 
since high school, and then added drum- 
mer Matthew Doherty and classically 
trained violinist Shelly Groves. During 
our conversation he also announced that 
the band will officially be adding Chery! 
Bergen, accellist, to its swelling ranks 

The music is well-suited for a six- 
piece group, but the chemistry wasn't 
instant. “We'd sit there and be weird, 
dela Torre says, recalling the band’s first 
practices with a laugh. “We'd make sure 
we'd bring beer with us. We got really 
plastered those first two rehearsals.” 

The band headed into the studio after 
just a few short weeks of practice. The 
slightly awkward atmosphere was com- 
pounded by a major personal tragedy for 
dela Torre, but against all odds the group 


ended up with a finished album that the | 
musicians are proud to peddle. | 
“The week before we started recording 
my dad died,” dela Torre recalls. “There 
was so much happening in my personal | 
life there was nothing | wanted more than | 
to make a really good record ... Given the | 
fact that | hadn't worked with most of my | 
band before, | was really nervous 
some miracle it went really well.” 
The result is a solid collection of pop 
gems that range from the classically- 
punctuated, yet somehow danceable 
“Autumn in Julliard” to the haunting and | 
slightly eerie instrumental track, “L’Axis | 
de la Conversation.” | 
Dela Torre says the next album ‘will | 
likely sound more like tier. ~ 
much everything 
Delusions has been mo! 
etrate,” he says. “A bit darker, weir 
will be harder to sell 
That might be true, but he need e | 
more faith that indie fan en 
to embrace challenging music—and, more 
importantly, not judge a band 
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NEW SOUNDS 


EVERYBODY LOVES YOU 
NORTHERN ELECTRIC 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Herald Nix has a particular way of 
approaching his songs. Vocally, he 
repeats a line like, “everybody loves 
you,” from the title track to his latest 
release, until it begins to bend, nearly to 
the point of breaking under the strain. 

He takes a similar tack with the 
music; on “Night’s Black Bridge” he 
grinds out a slightly distorted guitar 
riff over and over until it crosses from 
simply repetitive to hypnotic. The 
effect borders on terrifying as he turns 
the vocal around and wails, “Obliv- 
ion,” just before spinning a new guitar 
line out of the main rhythm. That lasts 
for only a moment, though, before he 
descends back into the original 
chords, this time seemingly with a 
slightly harder attack then before, 
though still locked in with the bass 
and drums as the song chugs along 
towards the fade out at the end. 

Nix’s voice is not a smooth one, by 
any means. Some listeners might 
even find it difficult to listen to, with 
its slightly nasal qualities emphasized 
by Nix’s tendency to draw out each 
line and stretch his voice—sometimes 


uncomfortably—over his guitar as he 
plays chords that are most certainly 
torn and frayed. 

There's an admirable braveness to 
Nix’s songs, though, starting with the 
album's first notes, where he kicks 
“Outside the Death House” into being, 
summarizing what is to come with 
the song's repeated lines and chicken- 
pickin’ guitar, along with some stac- 
cato blowing on the harmonica. 
Where other songwriters might be 
overcome by the need to add an 
assortment of intricate parts to the 
songs, Nix restrains himself, focusing 
on the whole rather than the parts, 
and he uses the dynamics between 
himself and his band to create a rise 
in the action without overburdening 
the music with more parts than are 
needed, resulting in an energy that is 
contained by the walls of the songs, 
which in turn becomes a writhing and 
kicking monster that pushes the 
music perpetually forward. 

The sonic texture is similar 
throughout the record, but if it all 
starts to meld together a little too 
much, one needn't worry; it’s best to 
consider this as an album rather than 
a collection of singles—Everybody 
Loves You works as a whole, with 
each new song building upon the end 


of the last one, right through to the 
album-closing cover of the old tradi- 
tional tune “Auld Lang Syne.” In that 
context, the similarity in Nix’s playing 
and writing—all but two of the songs 
come from his pen, and even the cov- 
ers are folded seamlessly into Nix’s 
style—seems less about limitations 
and more about creating a work that 
tells a story as it unfolds. So, a song 
like “I See Someone Coming,” with its 
tender approach, contrasts nicely with 
the sharper jabs of some of the other 
tracks that surround it. 

The same might be said of 
“Nobody’s Laughing Now,” which 
comes along at just about the mid- 
way point—this would likely be the 
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opener on Side B if we were talking 
vinyl—at which point Nix lets the 
pressure up just enough to catch a 
breath. His guitar is still dusted with a 
light distortion, but his chords are a 
little less ragged with a touch of sin- 
gle notes spread around them, giving 
the song a lushness that is not always 
apparent on the album. 

On Everybody Loves You, Nix has 
created an album that lies somewhere 
between country and the blues—one 
that sounds aged without sounding old 
and tired. It’s the sort of thing that its 
easy to imagine had a genesis with Nix 
and his band holed up in an old, one- 
room shack with cracks in the walls, a 
wood stove fighting to keep the place 
warm while the cold rain seeps in from 
outside as the gritty musicians pass the 
bottle around and lose themselves in 
the songs. At least, that’s the sort of 
image that the album's rolling and 
tumbling grooves conjure up. 


AIRBOURNE 
RUNNIN’ WILD 
ROADRUNNER 


EDEN MUNAO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Airbourne totally rocks out big time 
on its debut album. You can tell just 
by glancing at the song titles. There’s 
“Stand Up for Rock ‘n’ Roll,” “Too 
Much, Too Young, Too Fast” and 
“Cheap Wine & Cheaper Women,” just 
to name three. Musically, the Aus- 
tralian band takes a page out of the 
book that its countrymen in AC/DC 
wrote, oh, say sometime back around 
the mid-'70s. Lots of riffing is the 
order of the day. Unfortunately for 
them—and for anyone who's already 
got the AC/DC catalogue in their 
music collection—the songs are all 
pretty unispired, even if the band does 
manage to put some decent energy 
into its performances. 

On top of that, there are two seri- 
ous problems with Runnin’ Wild. First, 
vocalist Joel O'Keeffe sounds way too 
much like he’s straining his voice in 
order to knock-off a bad imitation of 
Brian Johnson's torn-up, scratchy-as- 
hell voice. Seriously, if you’re going to 
model yourself after AC/DC, wouldn't 
you at least make a go at sounding 


ist= 


recordsacds 


like the late Bon Scott, who Kickeg 
Johnson's ass as far as vocal: 
lyrics go? Which brings us to }), 
band’s second big drawback: the , 
that O'Keeffe spends so much |,, 
singing about just how wild he | 
probably a pretty good indication }; 7 
he's likely not all that wild at ali. 7),. 
whole thing sounds just a little ; 
rehearsed and planned out to 
truthful musical diary of the )a., 
life on the mean streets Down Un 


MICHAEL HOLT 
WINDOWS 
INDEPENDENT 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 
Here's something that indepence); 
musicians have on their side—the;, 
nobody to stand in the way o/ |. 
fucking weird they want their albun 
be. Toronto-based Michael Holt fr: 
around with some complicate emotio; 
on Windows, his fourth solo albu 
caught somewhere between Hayde; 
and the musical numbers on The : 
Silverman Program. “All the Micha« 

the World” sincerely laments the burden 
of the popular name, shouting out to 
both Bolton (who “Squirts on his futon 
A bright harlequin romance dancin 
through his sleep") and Jackson (‘‘Pinine 
away the Christmas holidays / Wishin 
that he were with you and your fam 

In short, it’s a catchy mix of folk and 
piano by your musically talented sci 
ophrenic cousin. 


LINDASY JANE 
LOVERS FIND REASONS 
INDEPENDENT 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
With a voice as miraculously expan- 
sive and expressive as the one p. 
sessed by Winnipeg-based songwrite: 
Lindsay Jane, the temptation is | 
constantly showboat its flexibility and 
strength. To her credit, Jane disci 
plines her instrument, nestling it cozi 
ly into the rootsy Django-ish rags and 
prairie-folk on her sophomore sol 
effort. The music is impeccably crai'- 
ed and recorded, if a little toothless!) 
populist, with Jane’s multi-instrumen- 
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07. flying club cup beirut 
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10. alive 2007 daft punk 


er timbre on 

jo Dancer’) and the D 
Haldane (as co-pro- 
album from a capable 
\d easily venture into 
or take a more alter- 
choice is Jane's, as 


the latest record from elec- 
ir-piece Magnetic Fields, 
question, “What the hell?” 
» Stephen Merritt and company 
‘a little bored after their seven pre- 
is fairly straightforward albums. 
ision to make a concept album 
ed around the idea of distortion 
‘sound intriguing in theory. In 
‘ice, though, the theme of distor- 
translates into the album sounding 
it was recorded inside a tin can. 
in better, every song on Distortion 
exact same instrumentation 
includes what may well be the 
st boring drumming in history. It's a 
iment to the talent and musician- 
) of the Fields then that the group 
| manages to make a pretty decent 
mm of pop music despite these self- 
josed constraints. Tracks like “Cali- 
ia Girls,” “Too Drunk To Dream” 
i “The Nun’s Litany” almost make 
lortion worth buying. Almost. 


HJONGE 


TPAE 


CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
‘is the first record Chicago-based 
hjongg is bringing out on K Records, 
it’s got that indiest of indie label’s 
e sais quoi—a certain loopy, adven- 
ous take on music that sloshes 
veen genre borders and has a dis- 
lly handmade feel. Mahjongg’s con- 
ictions seem to be founded on a 
d of freehand styling incorporating 
si-tribal beatbox rhythms and 
is, cacaphonic retro arcade noises, 
rage industrial spit and polish and 
lurdist whimsy. There’s even a 
ue whiff of ‘70s Detroit funk in the 
asional vocals, but pushed back in 
mix and heavily treated. The label 
et refers to the group, not unbe- 
hingly, as “irritainment,” but the wit 
h which Mahjongg approaches its 
ect with makes the statement more 
ising than irksome. 
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Old man, look at your phone 


=| ENTER SANDOR 


= | steven@vueweekly.com 


Maybe this is simply a sign of how 
quickly I'm getting old, but | see my 
cellphone as simply, well, a phone 
without wires. | think | have used the 
camera functions on the various 
phones I’ve owned. | don't like to use 
a phone as a music player. | don’t 
want it to organize my life. 

Maybe it’s because | have a bad 
habit of losing my cellphones. That's 
why I'm wary of storing tons of files 
and personal info on them. 

And, as | continue to reject the notion 
of a phone as an electronic organizer and 
personal-life monitor, | am distancing 
myself from the music industry, which 
sees the cellphone as its salvation. 

“We know the mobile phone is 
altering the fabric of modern life,” 
Warner Music CEO Edgar Bronfman 
said in an address to the Asian mobile 
phone industry late in 2007. “That 
transformation is accelerating every- 
day and soon what we hold in our 
hands won't even be called a phone 
anymore. But whatever we call it, 
mobile networks and devices are 
changing the way people communi- 
cate, the way they entertain them- 
selves, they way they bond with 
family, friends and colleagues and, 
yes, the way they experience music. 

“As \'ve said before: the mobile 
platform is an enormous part of the 
future of the music business. And | 
believe that music is crucial to the 
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It's what you'd expect 
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Nothing being said 


future of the mobile industry.” 

Bronfman sees a world where cell- 
phone users will download bundles 
that include songs and ringtones or, as 
part of their subscriptions, they will 
receive credits for downloads. 

The cellphone has already become 
a major medium for buying music 
throughout Asia. 

Bronfman promises that his label 
will now be at the forefront at selling 
music through cellphone networks. 
And he sees the ringtone as the new 
radio, of sorts. Basically, people will 
hear new songs through ringtones and 
ringback tones. 

“EnvlO Networks is delivering a 
service that tums the already viral ring- 
back tone into an even more powerful 
marketing tool by letting the caller 
know what ringback tone he or she is 
listening to, and then giving [that per- 
son] the option to purchase the tone, 
rate it, or request more information on 
the artist—all with one click.” 

But what about people like me, 
who find ringback tones nothing but 
annoying? 

And, in a day, | hear enough annoy- 
ing ringtones on the buses or street- 
cars to make me want to rip at least a 
dozen cellphones out of users’ hands 
and throw them out the windows. 

If the ringtone is the new way to 
sell music, does this mean artists 
need to work harder and harder to 
make music that offers a series of 
killer 10-second hooks? After all, a 
ringtone doesn’t play for long. 

OK, maybe | am a dinosaur. But my 
cellphone bill is probably a lot cheaper 
than yours. wv 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

“Write it on your heart that every day is 
the best day in the year,” said essayist 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. That's my first 
Suggestion for you this week, Aries. 
Now, while you're at the energetic peak 
of your astrological cycle, is a good time 
to cultivate a knack for identifying the 
specific gift that each day has to offer 
you. You will also resonate well with the 
cosmic rhythms if you make use of 
another Emersonian gem: “Every great 
and commanding moment in the annals 
of the world is the triumph of some 
enthusiasm.” Where does your purest 
enthusiasm lie? And how will you use it 
to fuel your ascent to a series of great 
and commanding moments? 


TAURUS (APA 20- MAY 20) 

“In the human heart new passions are 
forever being born,” said French writer 
Francois de La Rochefoucauld. “The over- 
throw of one almost always means the 
rise of another.” | suppose that's true. We 
all have longings that come and go as we 
evolve. But I'd also like to propose an 
equally valid and contradictory truth: in 
every human heart there are a few pas- 
sions that last a lifetime. They're with us 
from the moment we're born, and nothing 
can dilute their intensity. Our destiny 
revolves around them. These are the pas- 
sions | hope you will define with preci- 
sion and nurture with alacrity during the 


next eight weeks. 
GEMINI (MAY 71 -JUN 20 

If you have trouble resisting the urge to 
stay current with news about famous 
actresses, you may have a mental illness. 
A team of psychologists has certified 
“celebrity worship syndrome” as an actu- 
al psychiatric condition. Now please lis- 
ten to me closely: it is imperative that you 
stifle this malady during the next 25 days, 
even if you have a mild case of it. Your 
fantasy life needs to soar into unknown 
frontiers where more of the details of 
your own personal talents will be 
revealed, and you can't afford to be 
weighed down with fantasies about rich 
and charismatic people you don’t know. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Dear Brother Rob: We wanted you to 
know that our exceedingly sweet, holy, 
and pious dog, Magdalene, told us tonight 
that she feels you are a direct descendant 
of Melchior, one of those famous Bethle- 
hem astrologers/magi mentioned as bring- 
ing gifts to the baby Jesus way back 
when! That's so cool! Raucous peace to 
you! —Gabriel and Deana.” Dear Gabriel 
and Deana: |'m honoured! Give my thanks 
to Magdalene. Does she have any mes- 
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sages for my Cancerian readers? I've been 
having visions that they will soon be get- 
ting gifts from the past and revelations 
about their heritage and updates concem- 
ing their birthrights. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

We all tend to project onto other peo- 
ple the unattractive aspects of our- 
selves that we refuse to acknowledge. 
We're also drawn to anyone who 
expresses the fully activated versions 
of our own sleeping potentials. Every- 
where we go, then, our vision is cloud- 
ed by the disowned psychic material 
that is floating around our unconscious 
minds. That's the bad news, Leo. The 
good news is that in the next eight 
weeks you will have an enhanced abili- 
ty to get access to the liabilities and 
powers that are buried beneath the 
surface of your awareness. As a result, 
your ability to see the objective truth 
about the world around you should 
grow dramatically. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

“The ermine is so fastidious that he will 
allow himself to be caught by hunters 
before he will take refuge in a muddy 
spot,” wrote Leonardo da Vinci in his Bes- 
tiary. The legendary behaviour of this 
small mammal has a resemblance to cer- 
tain Virgos. Let's hope you're not one of 
them. To avoid getting trapped in the 
coming days, you will have to be willing, 
even eager, to get dirty. Here’s your 
motto: the miracle is in the mess. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 


A friend recently said to me, “You really 
try hard to avoid conflict, don't you?” 
That surprised me. In my own perception 
of myself, I'm pretty combative, at least 
in the privacy of my own imagination. 
The injustice and suffering | see in the 
world make me mad, and I'm constantly 
plotting to overthrow the ignorant forces 
that are at the root of that bad stuff. It’s 
true that | almost never express naked 
hostility or engage in outright combat 
with anyone. But that’s because | think 
that the best way for me to fight the 
ugliness is to whip up lavish doses of 
beauty and truth and love. Sorry to be 
talking about myself so much, Libra, but 
it's in a good cause: | urge you to be like 
me in the coming week. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 


| don’t usually recommend that you text- 
message a cohort who's sitting a few 
feet away from you in a meeting, or use 
your cell phone to call the cell phone of 
the person you're lying next to in bed. 
But this would be a good week to do 
things like that. It's an excellent time, 
you see, to experiment with how you 
communicate, to try alternate methods of 
conversing, to awaken unfamiliar 
responses as you engage with familiar 


people. You might want to Write a | 

in longhand to a comrade YOU see fl 
time, or sit down at a table togethe; . 
exchange messages by drawing »j.,, 
rather than talking. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In my astrological OpINion, you sh, 
adopt a miscellaneous and Seren dipit 
receptivity in the Coming week. , 
should be extra responsive to the 9), 
flux as its odd luck whisks you thrayiot, 
between zones and fascinating , 
areas. And yet | also think you shoyi; 
profoundly picky about which of the: i 
sand and one stimuli you allow ¢ 
your full attention. In other wor: 
your mind wide open and allow it t Wa 
der freely, but give your favour st 
the most piquant twists and tasty bits 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

To advertise its upgraded features 
Search engine Ask3D.com rolled oy) 
marketing campaign with a seducti 
catchphrase: “Instant Getification ’ as 
immediately acquiring your de 
results. I'm borrowing that mantra. 0; 
least half of it, for your horoscope. Yo 
getification levels will be way up in tt 
coming weeks. That doesn’t mean Ve 
will instantaneously and automatica 
obtain everything you crave without a 
effort. Rather, it suggests that you w 
have an enhanced power to summon t 
will and ingenuity and resourcefulne 
that will help you get what you want 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 


You're entering an astrological pha: 
when It makes sense to expand a1 
dramatize your ego. In light of the poet 
license that affords you, I'd like to intr 
duce you to the concept of enlighien¢ 
bragging. It will allow you to tout yo 
own brilliance at the same time that yc 
disarm anyone who might be tempted | 
sneer at you for doing so. The playful 
self-mocking tone of your enlightene 
bragging will give you an opportunity 
demonstrate your high opinion of yourse 
without feeling guilty or defensive. Here 
all you need to do to get started: mak 
yourself a T-shirt or bumper sticker the 
reads, “lam a Jenius.” 


PISCES (FEB 19-MAR 20) 

Every now and then when the garbage 
generate in a week's time exceeds whe 
one trashcan is able to hold, | have t 
make a special phone call to the office 0 
the refuse and recycling service t' 
request that they pick up an extra can. | 
I'm reading your astrological omens co! 
rectly, this is one of those times for you 
at least from a metaphorical perspective 
you need to get rid of more than you 
usual amount of useless junk and residu2 
wastes—much more, probably, includint 
a backlog of stuff you may not have evel 
realized was garbage until now. ¥ 
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ngineering Blda/Physics Bldg (CEB) 325 * En Route to 
gofidad * Wed, Jan. 23 (5pm) 
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dmonton Room, Stanley A. Milner Library * Jane 
isten's Emma featuring Emeritus Juliet McMaster 


senting The: of the Mind in Emma * Sat, 
in. 19 (2-4pm) © 
ni ON | _— Royal plier) Disoun 
F Monthly ing, a panel discussion on Beaverhill 
xe * Fri, Jan. 18 (7pm) 


COALITION AGAINST 
AR AND Intemational Hostel, basement 
pardroom, 10647-81 Ave, www.ecawar.org * 
.AW.AR. planning meeting, all peace movement 
ople are welcome * Wed, Jan. 23(7-9pm) © Free 


u TUESDAYS Aim 129, U of A Education Bldg, 
17 Ave (492-5055) « Rocky Mountain Kids: Children 
Who Explored the Rockies, lecture by Linda Goyette * 
29. $10/$5 (ELLA member/student) 
EENPEACE * The Alberta Tar Sands will single- 
dedly stop Canada from reaching our Kyoto targets. If 
bu want to put an end to one of the world's most 
structive projects e-mail mhudema@greenpeace.org 
SES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
515-106 St (469-9776/452-6224) www.imagesab.ca * 
ets the 2nd and 4th Thy (8pm) every month featuring 


esentations, speakers, workshops, 
Motographers of all levels are welcome 


bentié Core, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (492-7 
ure hy Lisa Gata] THU, Jan: 17 (120541 


sand Girls Clubs of © 
ps and workshops for par- 


TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 1116-82 
Ave (988-8105) * Documentary, # Escape fom 
ees pores! © Tue, Jan. 22 
TOASTMASTERS CLUBS » Chs Toastmasters 
Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave 
(459-5206); Thu (6pm) * MacEwan: Grant MacEwan 
College, Rm 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); Fri 
{noon-1pm) * Purswers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 
$116 Boulevard (457-0808); Wed (7-9pm) * 
Chanticleer Toast Kingsway Am, Millard 
Penn, 131 Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) 
Thu (7-8:30am) © Bound Toastmasters 
(Chub: Norquest College, Rm 601, 10215-108 St (454- 
3720); every Wed (7-8:45pm) 


PROCESS/WHILE TRYING TO SEE EVERYTHING 
Mandolin Books, 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) # A dia- 
logue about creativity and impact of non-profits on 
Edmonton's culture with Ted Kerr and moderator Amy 
Fung * Thu, Jan. 24 (7pm) 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH? 
Aurora Room, Lister Hall, U of A (492-5681) ¢ Featuring 
speaker Alan Borovoy * Wed, Jan. 23 (12-1:30pm) # 
Free, light lunch will be served, pre-register 


WINTER CYCLING SEMINAR BikeWorks, 1047-80 
Ave, alley entrance (433-2435) * Discussion and 
advice on winter cycling presented by the Edmonton 
Bicycle Commuters’ Society « Thu, Jan. 17 (7-Spm) © 
Free, pre-register 


WOMAN ALCHEMY: ANCIENT WISDOM 
TEACHINGS AND THE 21ST CENTURY McDougall 
United Church * Women's breakfast with Dr. 
Evangeline Rand * Sat, Jan. 26 (9-11am) * $8, pre- 
register by Jan. 22, call 428-1818 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10- 


1am) every month, stand in silence for a world with- 
out violence 


WOMEN'S SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVOR 
SUPPORT (SASS) (423-4102) * Meet every Tue (6- 
Spm) * Begins Jan. 22 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, 


sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
{andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
_Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) © 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm © Sun: Rotating 
drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The 
Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The 
GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon; 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy © Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser ® Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean © 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made 'em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, 
no cover before 10pm ® Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; all gen- 
ders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; St. 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bow!- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: Granite 
Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 17, 
2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca * Outdoor Pursuits: 
Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake Louise; Jan. 25- 
27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca * Running: 
Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca * 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St Tue (8-Spm), Thu 
{7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 
Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal 
Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed recreational 
(8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu 
Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca » YOGA 
(Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun {2-3:30pm); 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) * Programs and support services 
for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related 
illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns; contact? @hivedmonton.com 

‘SOCIAL CLUBBoots, 10242-106 St (387- 
9343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and sup- 
porters meet 2nd Thu of the month; x tag 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ * 
Feb, 14 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organt- 
zation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) focally, graduate student, academic, 
straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu every month 
(fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@valberta.ca} 

LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV @ Tue (7- 
Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS pre- 
vention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * 3rd and 4th Sat 


{Sam-5pm) every month * Free (member|/$10 (mem- 
bership) * Pre-register Magis 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geoc- 
ties. com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and compet- 
itive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged to 
participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
9234) * Open: Tue-Fri 1pm-10pm, Sat 1-6:30pm © Drop- 
in, library, and community internet services available 
LGBT Seniors Drop-in: A social time for seniors of all 
genders to get together with tea and snacks; every Thu 
(24pm) * Women’s Discussion Group: An open forum 
for self-identified queer friendly women to discuss a 
variety of topics that interest participants; every Fri (7- 
Spm) * Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study 
group; every Sat (12pm) * Youth Understanding Youth 
Youth {up to 25 years) support and social group; every 
Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shaw.ca * Womonspace: Board 
meeting 1st Sun every month (10:30am-12:30pm) * 
Trans Education/Support Group: A place to come and be 
yourself. Support and education for Transsexual, 
Transgendered, Intersexed, Two-Spirited and questioning 
individuals at any point in transition; 1st and 3rd Sun 
Bvery month (2-4pm), www.albertatrans.org * Sunday 
Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and discus- 
sion group with facilitator Rob Wells; every Sun (7pm); 
robwells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support Group; 2nd 
Mon every month (7pm); Richard at 488-3234 TTI 
Alliance: Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and ques- 
tioning. Support meeting offering education, advocacy 
and support for men, women and youth, support meet- 
ing; 2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) * PFLAG: A support 
and resource group for parents and friends of GLBT 
individuals, 1st Tue every month (7pm) 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209- 
123 St © Want to go on a Soul OUTing?: A Igbt 
focused alternative worship. Come and connect with 
others and the sacred in a queer positive space * 
Sun, Jan, 27 (7pm) 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 
1555) © People of all sexual orientations are welcome 
Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversation 
aver tea and coffee © Information e-mail: single- 
women40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) * A non-profit les- 
bian organization, organized activities held monthly 
including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee hous- 
es, family events, games nights, golf tournaments and 
more ® www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail: 
Wwomonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) ® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * 
Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ALBERTA NDP, RACHEL'S ROUND-UP Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 St © A chance to meet Rachel Notley, the 
Alberta NDP candidate for the Edmonton-Strathcona rid- 
ing © Fri, Jan. 18 (8pm) * $15 and a donation of warm 
clothing for the local outreach charities; no minors; tick- 
ets available at TIX on the Square, door 


FLYING FIESTA Checkers Lounge, 130 Athabascan 
Ave, Sherwood Park (910-3257/686-5120) « A Central 
American fundraiser featuring Tilo Paiz and his Latino 
Party Band with the Viajante World Drum Beat 
Ensemble, Aldiya Middle Eastem Belly Dance, Judith 
and Oscar Garcia, the Vibe Tribe Belly Dance, and 
Fiesta Cubana Salsa dancers; tapas, midnight lunch, 
silent auction and Salsa lessons * Sat, Jan. 19 
(7:30pm, door, until 2am) * $25, fundraiser for 
Imaginations Youth Theatre 


LEADING WITH LITERACY BREAKFAST Westin 
Hotel Manitoba/Saskatchewan Rm (421-7323) * 
Featuring speakers Jim Hole and Ruth Hayden # Thu, 
Jan. 24 (7am) * $40/$320 {table of 8) 


ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION Rutherford House, 
11153 Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) # Featuring 
Edmonton's Caledonia Country Dancers, the Celtic 
Country Dancers, the Alberta Boys Pipe Band, haggis, 
and Scottish poems ® Sun, Jan. 20 (noon-4pm) * $4 
{adult)/$12 (family)/$3 (senior/youth 7-17)/child under 


six free 
KARAOKE 


GAS PUMP 1016-114 St (483-4841) © Tue (9:30pm): 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Avo, 105 St (451-0587) 
Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


WIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Karaoke Tue 
and Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) « 
Thu (Spm): Name that Tune 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) 
Karaoke Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment * Thu (Spm): Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(988-5457) © Sat (Spm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest run- 
ning Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 
St (423-3499) © Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth 
© Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) 
© Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (Spm-lam): 


with Off-Key Entertainment 

‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm- 
midnight); Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 


EVENTS 


Back by popular reader 
reminders: more of ‘07 
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How hard it is to chronicle the best and 
worst of all that is queer and anti-queer in 
2007. Of course | remembered a few 
things that | missed in my last article and 
thankfully | got lots of reminders from my 
readers. Also, last week's column was 
written by Ted. And yes it was awesome, 
but please send any fan mail to him for 
that one. Ted and | trade off each week 
and sometimes the printer doesn’t keep 
up. It might be easier for all of us if you 
just consider us one entity. Tedmara? Tad? 
I'm down with either, assuming | don't 
need to generate any sort of affinity for 
the penis. On to more highlights and low- 
lights of our queer year in review! 


MORE GOOD 


Our allies in local government certainly 
made themselves known this year. Along 
with continuing to lend much support to 
pride and queer community organizations, 
| also spotted Mayor Mandel at the 
Rouge MasQueerade Ball. City councillor 
Ben Henderson and his wife, MLA Laurie 
Blakeman, attended both the Ball and the 
Loud & Queer Cabaret. 

2007 appears to me to be the year of 
normalization for queers. The gays have 
finally gotten our versions of the same, 
average straight stuff. Breakfast with 
Scot is a perfectly cute movie in the 
‘reluctant parent’ genre where someone 
is forced to take on a child even though 
they aren't prepared and don't really 
want a kid. It's a cute movie, something 
you can take your mother to or rent for 
the family. The film did stir up a lot of 
controversy with angry sports fans 
across North America when the NHL and 
the Toronto Maple Leafs allowed their 
jerseys, insignia and other items to be 
used in the movie. Good for them. 

On a very different side of normalcy, 
Tila Tequila came barging into our homes 
spilling her martini and staining the car- 
pet. A Shot at Love might've been the 
best thing to happen to us this year. Yes, 
it was a trashy MTV dating show. Yes, it 
pitted straight men against lesbians with 
a slutty bisexual girl presiding over the 
whole mess. Yes, Tila kept referring to 
herself as “a bisexual,” making all real 
bisexuals cringe every time. But reality 
dating shows that include a truckload of 
lesbians are a huge progressive leap. 

A Shot at Love was one of the most 
diverse representations of race and orien- 
tations on television this season. The 
show also made a very unlikely star out of 
Dani Campbell, the last female contest- 
ant. The androgynous Florida firefighter 
managed to endear herself not only to les- 
bians, but droves of straight women as 
well. Dani is even launching her own 
clothing line, named ‘Futch’ (her word that 
describes her not butch, not femme look). 

CBC recently started airing Torchwood, 
a great Doctor Who spinoff with a bisexu- 
al lead character played by an out gay 
man. Brothers and Sisters, The Office, 
Ugly Betty, Desperate Housewives, As 
the World Tums, Entourage and Degrassi: 
The Next Generation are other notable 

shows with gay, lesbian and bi characters. 


Dirty Sexy Money, Ugly Betty and All My 
Children included MtF transpeople and 
The | Word features the only FtM charac- 
ter on television. 

As usual queer tontent was better 
represented with contestants on reality 
shows like Top Chef, Shear Genius, Pro- 
ject Runway, The Real World, The 
Amazing Race and Big Brother. Appar- 
ently a young, gay, Mormon won Sur- 
vivorthis year but | seriously had no idea 
since | stopped watching that show like 
five seasons ago 

The Cliks arrived in ‘07 putting a hot, 
queer band all over blogs, radio and TV. 
As if three queer gal-band members 
weren't enough, transboy lead singer 
Lucas Silveira has grown into a bit of a 
sex symbol. Queer frontwoman of the 
Gossip, Beth Ditto, has been all over 
Magazine covers this year. How nice it is 
to see a real woman with a real body 
and a real attitude on the newsstands. 
Melissa Etheridge won an Oscar, put out 
an album and a DVD, had twins and 
hosted the Human Rights Campaign's 
presidential debate. 

Tegan and Sara finally got some real 
mainstream recognition this year. | 
remember people saying the same thing 
with 2004's So Jealous, but maybe it'll 
stick this time. The brilliance that was 

The Con is certainly deserving. Edmon- 
ton is full of so many fans that they had 
to add a second date here to satisfy 
demand, and that one sold out too. Their 
first date, the Winspear show, was the 
biggest crowd they'd ever headlined and 
it was absolutely amazing. 


MORE BAD 


The various (and seemingly endless) 
Tepublican homo-sex scandals were prob- 
ably the biggest and lamest gay story of 
the year. | don't even want to talk about 
it, they make me feel yucky. | will say that 
the Young Republicans leader who had a 
history of attempting to perform fellatio 
on sleeping roommates was funnier to 
me than the whole Larry Craig debacle. 

There were some really bad movies 
out there this year. ! Now You Pronounce 
You Chuck & Larry stirred up a lot of con- 
troversy and was generally considered 
well-meaning but extremely misguided 
Wild Hogs was gross, unfunny, full of 
gay panic and featuring Tim Allen, none 
of which are things | tend to like ina 
film. And Judi Dench and Cate Blanchett 
sure couldn't save the predatory lesbian 
tale Notes on a Scandal. 

Bill O'Reilly continues to be a hugely 
irritating presence as he airs inflamma- 
tory and sometimes totally fabricated 
stories that range from the ridiculous 
"lesbians gangs that carry pink guns on 
a nation-wide crime wave!” to disheart- 
ening “two girls voted cutest couple at 
high school, for shame!” w 


If you're still sore from the loss of the 
Roost, check out the club's auetion on 
Sat, Jan 19 at 9 am. Everything is up for 
bids except for owner Dow's personal 
memorabilia and music. Coat check tags 
will be handed aut as souvenirs. The 
auction will take place at the Roost on 
10345 - 104 Street. Contact 
lori.sitar@hotmail.com for information 
and a complete list of items. 
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IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 


EDUCATIONAL 
Actors Needed... 
Must include professional attitude and desire to 
succeed. 


HELP WANTED 


Wok Box Whyte Ave seeking full time day staff; 
cook, food prep, cashier. 


Competitive wages, plus tips. 
10331-82 Ave. 432-4700 
Fax: 432-4708 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day). 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs 


quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FRAMING 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bld. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


RETREATS 


Faith: Framed and Focussed a Young Adult Retreat 


Feb 8-10, Knox United Church, Didsbury, AB. Exploring 
our relationship with the Christ (cosmic?, subversive?, 
savior?, teacher?) by viewing and discussing contem- 
porary films and clips. To register and for more detail 
go to www.anwconf.com/coffice/yayam.htm or call 
780 438 3317 ext 223 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


FREEoFREEoFREE*FREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Artists and photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 
playing of work for possible co-op. Contact at email: 
naturelyng] @hotmail.com 


Alberta Foundation for the Arts’ Information Seminar. 
a free grant information seminar on the AFAs Dance 


¥ a 


Phone 426-1996 


CLASSI 


Project Grant Program. (Feb. 15 deadline). Topic: How 
dance students, individual dance artists, aes collec- 
tives and ensembles can to the AFA Dance 

Project Grant program), Sat, Jan. 19 


at the Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave, lower level 
meeting room 


The deadline for The Works Art & Festival 
2008 ea Mecha to the Art Market or The Street 
Stage has extended to Feb. 15, 2008. The 2009 
Call for EXHIBITS is Jan. 25, 2008. You can download 
the application off of our website at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Profiles gle ea from artists for exhibition 
oe 2009. Sat, Mar. 22, Info T: 
leidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


Ealing all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to go 
public? If you have a unique style you want to get out 
please contact Steedy @ 297-0545. 


sloged ntoasH exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, for 
exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU Gallery. Ph 
421-1731 for info 


MUSICIANS 


Looking for guys to jam with. Serious metal. 
Jeff 742-5645. 


Rock cover band seeks lead guitar player. Pro atti- 
tude/gear For more info. call 998-0567 


SERVICES 


Resource Centre for Voluntary Organizations: 
Workshop: Strengthening Volunteer Boards on Sat, 
Feb. 9, 8:30am-4:30pm at Grant MacEwan College 
Room 5-137, City Centre Campus, 10700-104 Ave. 

Registration fee: $21. Info: www.rcvo.org, T: 

497.4780 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pilgrimshos- 
pice.ca. 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling, public edu- 
cation services. For a customized presentation T: 
423-4102/F: 421-8734/E; info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


VOLUNTEER 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer. Wong@edmonton.ca 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 


Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health 
Computer designers, health promoters, public speak- 
ers are welcome, we will provide mentoring, Ph 
Melissa 444-1547 


Sierra Club Prairie Chapter is looking for a website 
manager! If you are familiar with website mainte- 
nance and have an hour or two a week to contribute, 
please contact Jessica at jessicaw@sierraclub.ca 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 
ty's stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CJSR's news depart- 
ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills all while 
telling your community stories. Email 


news@cjsr.com 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
Wedhpente ote e 8 week training program pre- 
sented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace & 
Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


Edmonton Community Adult Learning Association 
(ECALA) recruiting volunteers for the Board of 
Directors. Full details online: www.ecala.org. To 
apply, submit a resume, two references and the nec- 
essary form by noon, Jam. 23. Ph 415-5520, e-mail: 
ceo@ecala.org 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 


1 Week 2008: 
Download a volunteer form from www.intemation- 
al.valberta.ca/globaled.php; e-mail: Roshini at 
fcnair@international.ualberta.ca, or drop-off the 
form at the tneemauonel cone U of A, or fax: 780- 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversi- 

ty. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for 
seniors. To register or for more information, call 
Heather at Westend Seniors Activity Centre, 483- 
1209 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. flex. 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various es Erin 432-1137, 

ext. 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 

pate (with crafts, scrapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 

with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 

Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 
with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 


to write her life story. Listening, writing and comput- 
er skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Ol 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 


sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 


changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m: 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 


Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


Call 458-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 


their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
afea 


Mentors for children and youth living in group care 2 


hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. Erin 
432-1137, ext 357 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
_ our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 
a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call 
Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA visit: 
www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers. 
learn about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots 
of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 


games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 


Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on is. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays, Phone 429-2020 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 


second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your 
pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 


enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteers, agiay working in our dining room at 
ne P 


lace Senior for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors 
Volunteer Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
732-1221 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 


adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
with daily activities such as crafts, card games and | 


socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
taking any medication for mental health issues, and 
hot abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


sAltemative Therapies +Healing Arts *Yoga +Fitness «Diet 


Teachers +Feng Shui «Personal Growth + and more, 


from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob@vueweekly.com ° 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare ¢, 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise fun, 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 
= => eae 
Volunteers needed to teach English to adj, 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings (,. 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week ¢ all 
424-3545, ext. 249 a 


Te 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edin), 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-howr () 

For information ph 423-4192 


rr 
Help to broadcast news for blind 3); print 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmontona,., 
printcanada.com, or call 451-933)" 


a 

Volunteer for Canadian Mental H a 

CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check wnt 
edmonton.ab.ca 


a 


VOLUNTEER 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk io u;\, 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4836) 1), 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwor': ¢; 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION {o; 
_ Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay com 


- the winner must be 18 or older. 
- prize must be accepted as 


4§ wwewEEmy 


JAN 17 - JAN 23, 2008 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ut post-preg- 
lention ane 
‘tment for stress 
stem cals Maybe you're 


R HELPFUL: 
{'m interested! My interest in urinary 
ess incontinence goes way back to 
when | was first looking into the female 
‘ejaculation thing. And now I'm writing 
and teaching about what happens to sex 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 
Exotic Ginger 


Tall, Slim, beautiful iSuty brunette 
25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 


Beautiful stunning sweet sexy Taylor 
26 yr old model 


fit busty brunette 
604- 4 hours 


| Misty... Desirable red head, mature, 
offers passion, ae a or Greek. 


Cee, 


VOLUNTEER 
Talk to us! No- 


Overwhelmed? in a tough cart 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UotA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
‘to be involved in a research study. 
Must be in heath, and not abuse drugs of alco- 
|. Ph 407-3221 for more info 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes iT aaa at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
www.afdrab.ca 


Volunteer for a more just society for immi- 
wwww.multic paleoal axa ‘or call Janina 423- 
1 


musicians, literary and visual artists 
tothe U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards vol- 
ees Must have format peel 
he able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consec- 
fava months. For information or to book an intes- 
view, please call 407-8428 


ESL Tutors weeded. Call PALS, 424- 
5514. Help someone lear English as a second lan- 
Quage. Training materials provided 


red model 


babies and barely have 
9 think about female ejaculation, 
guess what's back as an issue, big 
time? Of course. People talk about baby 
weight and boobs and tiredness and get- 
ting “touched out” by having a baby stuck 
to you at all hours but how often does 
anyone mention the fact that peeing 
when you laugh, sneeze or do anything 
more interesting in the way of convulsive 
expulsions is a) very common postpartum 
{in which “postpartum” can mean, say, 40 
years postpartum) and b) just mortifying 
and deeply antierotic? 

From the Medscape article Helpful 
linked: 

Preliminary research suggests that 
stem cell therapy is a viable and effica- 
cious treatment for stress urinary inconti- 
nence, according to results presented here 
at the 90th scientific assembly and annual 
meeting of the Radiological Society of 
North America. “We believe we have 
developed a long-lasting and effective 


STASIA 
Asian & Black 
Outealls 442-3033 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volun- 
teers in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecantood.com 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the gift 
of reading. Call PA.LS. at 424-5514 to help change 

a life through literacy. Training and materials are 

provided 


E.C.AW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers wel- 
come. www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 


treatment that is especially promising 
because it is generated from the patient's 
own body,” said Ferdinand Frauscher, MD, 
associate professor of radiology at the 
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria. 
In the study, women who had autologous 
adult stem cells implanted into the rhab- 
dosphincter were free of incontinence for 
a year or longer, he said. 

You caught the part where these were 
their own stem cells, right? These are not 
the stem cells of controversy, drawn from 
the blasto-Americans whose lives are 
supposed to be every bit as valuable as 
that of an adult with a life and a family 
and a case of Parkinson's or MS and no 
good therapies, nope. They were pulled 
out of the patients’ own arms and inject- 
ed back into the urethra, where they pro- 
ceeded to thicken the walls and make the 
sphincter more elastic and contractile. 
Plus, they're smart: 

“These are very intelligent cells,” Dr 
Frauscher said. “When they connect with 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in 

need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour 

Crisis Line. Hours are self-determined, you can work 
from your own home. Ph 423-4102 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! Call PA.LS. at 424- 
5514 to help someone leam English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


other cells they stop growing.” He said it 
takes about two weeks for the cells to com- 
plete the process. However, some women 
in the study reported a benefit within 24 
hours of treatment. Dr Frauscher said that 
was probably due to a “bulking” effect of 
the cells, creating pressure on the urethra 
In another, similar study, the women 
were still continent year later. This is 
really good news, if a little early and a lit- 
tle tech-y. We can keep our fingers (and, 
unfortunately, our legs) crossed, though 
While we're crossing, here's more good 
news for women who, like me, did their 
dancing to ‘80s music while the ‘80s were 
still happening, and might be wondering 
where their smooth skin, bouncing curls, 
and vaginal lubrication went: gone with the 
estrogen, of course. You could get 
whiplash keeping up with the latest on hor- 
mone replacement therapy for 
menopause—it'll give you cancer, no, it'll 
protect you from heart attacks, no, it'll give 
you heart attacks but protect you from can- 
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ere are ways to stem that post-pregnancy flow 


cer, but (from Medscape, this week}: 

The American Association of Clinical 
Endocrinologists (AACE) has released a 
statement on hormone replacement thera- 
py (HRT) and cardiovascular risk, empha- 
sizing that HAT does not appear harmful in 
younger women in early menopause and 
may indeed be beneficial in this group 

“Younger” for these purposes means 
under 60 or less than 10 years after 
menopause. HRT isn’t going to be for 
everyone, and these are the same numbers 
which have been crunched and crunched, 
again while women get the above-men-~ 
tioned sore necks attempting to keep up 
with the latest, but right now this is good 

I've tried to look forward ta my crone-hood 
as a time of wisdom and serenity but 
bleah. Just whisper the words “vaginal 
atrophy” to any woman past 35 and you'll 
see just how eager most most of us are to 
give up our estrogen. Given the choice, I'd 
father pee my pants 
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Calgary 403- 313- galt: : 
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Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
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Your Dream Home is custom built by AVANTI Homes and is fully furnished 
exclusively by COTTSWOOD Interiors and includes fabulous window treatments and 
outstanding accessories. 


10 Ti 


ckhets , Fountain Creek III is close to all amenities and is immediately adjacent to Edmonton, 
one km. south of Sherwood Park. 


Tickets Ae * 40 ad | 

still only each, ia Dream Home hours: | 

Mon- Thurs: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. | 

Fri: Closed | 

. Sat., Sun., Holiday Monday: Noon - 5 p.m. | 

In Edmonton call Other areas calltoll-freeinAlberta 422 wae ree teen dite nates ennusnvennves | 


Dream Home now open! | 


ee 780-483-8885 1-877-483-8832 


Phone lines are open 8 a.m.-11 p.m. , 7 days a week. 


To buy tickets online, visit www.bigbrothershomelottery.org 


Ve goo SE S65 Rome 


Tickets can only be sald in Alberta Purchsser must be 18 years of age - Alberta Gaming & Lioue Comminsion | nanan i754. 
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